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PRbFACF 

dazzled by the brilliance of Marlowe, Shakespeare, .|onson, and their fellow play- 
vrights, have been apt to forget that there is a world elsewhere in the provinces. One 
of the purposes of RI) is to provide us with the rich testimony of that world and 
to equip us with more solid bases of future research. 
It will be obvious to a casual reader that the nature of the Norwich records, even 
after the year 1540, differs from that of the volumes already published by REED. 
Compared  ith the records of York, Chester, Coventry, and Newcastle upon Tyne, 
the Norwich records contain little guild and parish material, and it was tempting for 
me to try to account for the differences. York, Chester, and Coventry are associated 
with guild cycles from which several play texts survive. In Norwich, however, enter- 
tainment appears to have been more closely bound up with the city government and 
with the city guild of St George, although the Grocers linger sadly into the sixteenth 
century until the final sale of their disused and weather-beaten pageant in 1570. The 
time for extended discussion of the similarities and differences between the cities, 
towns, and  illages of Britain will be when many more volumes of REED are 
published. Only then shall we be able to assess the pattern of entertainment in the 
country as a whole. 
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Norwich History 
and Character 

Norwich is (as you please) either a city in an orchard, or an orchard in a city, so 
equally are houses and trees blended in it, so that the pleasure of the country and 
the populousness of the city meet here together. Yet, in this mixture, the inhabi- 
tants participate nothing of the rusticalness of the one, but altogether of the ur- 
banity and civility of the other, t 
Over thirty years before Thomas Fuller published his II'orthies in 1662, Norwich had 
its Florists' Festival, 2 and today, although most of the orchards have gone, the gar- 
dens bloom. As Fuller says, 'The Dutch brought hither with them, not only their 
profitable crafts, but pleasurable curiosities. They were the first who advanced the 
use and reputation of flowers in this city 'a when they fled from the persecutions of 
the duke of Alva in the Netherlands in the fifteen sixties and seventies. Over four 
centuries later the continuity of the years persists and the 'pleasure of the country 
and the populousness of the city meet' under the brightly-coloured awnings of the 
stalls in the vast market-place, encircled by the architecture of six hundred years. 
Other English cities have their ancient cathedrals, castles, and guildhalls, but in no 
other, perhaps, is the past so alive in the present. 
In the middle ages Norwich had fifty-six parish churches within its walls. It lost 
fourteen during the sixteenth century, and five more during the Second World War. 
Even now, however, it has thirty-two, as well as the cathedral - more pre-Reformation 
churches than London, York, and Bristol put together - but worshippers are few and 
developers are hungry for the sites. 
The churches are more than just museums of church art; they are records in stone, 
marble, and alabaster of the social and economic history of the city, the wealth of 
whose dignitaries is manifest in the magnificence of their tombs and monuments. 
The church of St Peter Mancroft - which visitors often mistake for the cathedral - 
its tower soaring in Perpendicular glory above the market-place, is, as Nikolaus 
Pevsner says, 'the Norfolk parish church par excellence. '4 ttere have worshipped 
dignitaries for five and a half centuries - many of them perpetuated in silver plate, 
oak furnishings, and brass memorials on the walls. There is not a pre-Reformation 
church in Norwich which does not reflect the civic pride of the past. In the church 
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of Dutch, Flemish, and Walloon weavers came to Norwich, and by 1579 there were 
about 6,000 aliens in a total population of over 16,000. As a result, Norwich re- 
captured much of the export market, but most of the 'new draperies' were produced 
by aliens until after 1600. 
The general expansion in trade in the latter part of the sixteenth century contri- 
buted to Norwich's continuing to be, in wealth and population, the second city of 
the realm, and local gentry found that they could buy imported luxuries, such as 
food, medicine, and clothes, in Norwich as well as in London. 2 The sense that 
Norwich is a true capital and not just a distant appendage of London persists to this 
day. 
Of course, there is another side to the picture. When, in 1570-1, the Norwich 
authorities undertook a census of the poor, they found 2,359 people whom they 
classed as 'poor' and the mayor, John Aldrich, blamed the 'oolish pity' of the mer- 
cantile classes for the situation. 13 Stern as sixteenth-century measures against rogues, 
tramps, beggars, and bone-idle persons seem to us, Norwich must have been attractive 
to the rural poor who flocked to the city. In 1549, the )'ear of Kett's rebellion, 
Norwich became the first provincial city in the country to levy. compulsory contri- 
butions for the relief of the poor - an action which was probably not entirely altru- 
istic, as many of the local poor had been only too ready to participate in the revolt. 
Before 1570, however, the city's achievements in poor relief were respectable when 
compared with the general feelings of apathy and opposition in the country as a 
whole. In many ways the Norwich census of the poor was a landmark. 
Determined though the city fathers were to avoid supporting the work-shy, the 
census made it clear that there were a number of families in Norwich who urgently 
needed assistance, as well as some who were receiving aid unnecessarily. In con- 
sequence, full provision was made for all categories of poor, whether they  ere 
old or young, indigent, unemployed, or work-shy.14 
The success of the Norwich scheme had its effect on the central government, and 
when the government introduced a scheme for compulsory poor relief in 1572, the 
act 'included many of the aspects which had been seen to function so successfully in 
Norwich.' s 

Norwich and National Events 

During most of the Tudor period and most of the reign of James 1, 'Norxich was a 
world in itself: urban unrest was limited, the city was capable of handling its own 
affairs, and communications to and from either Westminster or Whitehall were in- 
frequent.'6 Of course, there were celebrations on coronation days, for the visit of a 
monarch, and for days of national triumphs such as the defeat of the Spanish Armada, 
but the growing struggle between crown and parliament, between the church ol 
England and the nonconformists, had little direct effect on the city until, in 1635, 
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as long as possible, but they were never put to the test, for Norfolk submitted to the 
queen, was imprisoned in the Tower, and executed on 2 June 1572 'It is almost 
incredible,' wrote William Camden, 

how dearely the People loued him, and how by his naturall benignity, and courte- 
ous actions, (qualities well becomming so great a Prince) hee had gained the hearts 
of the Multitude: Diuers of the wiser sort (as they were affected) passed their cen- 
sures diuersly, some from an apprehension they had of great feare and danger 
might haue ensued, had hee suruiued; others, commiserating the case of one so 
nobly borne, so gentle by nature, so comely of personage, of so manly an aspect, 
so compleat in all parts, to perish so pittyously one, who had not the subtill 
sleights of hisAduersaries, and the slippery hopes he had conceiued, vnder a colour 
of benefitting his Countrey and Common-wealth, diuerted from the first-begun 
course of his life ...2s 

Norwich - and the county of Norfolk - remained 'a world in itself,' and Thomas 
Howard, fourth duke of Norfolk, might have been happier had he remained there, 
for he once told Queen Elizabeth that he had 'a very slight regard' for Mary, that his 
own 'revenues in England were not much less than those of the Kingdom of Scotland 
... and that when he was in his Tennis Court at Norwich he thought himself in 
manner equal with some kings.'26 



The Government of 
the City 

\nvone who tries to condense a description of over one hundred vears of the govern- 
ment of an important city into a few pages should constantly remember William 
Blake's dictum, 'To generalize is to be an idiot." 
The early history of cMc government in Norwich properly belongs to the volume 
of records from the 'beginnings' to 1540, but a constitutional structure, which was 
defined in a 'Composition of 1415,' survived with little alteration for 420 years, and 
to discuss the go ernment of the city between 1540 and 1642 without mentioning 
the Composition is like discussing the development of tragedy in the v, estern world 
 ithout referring to Aristotle's Poetics. 
Throughout this whole period the city was governed by the mayor, twenty-four alder- 
men - they were officially called aldermen after 1417 - t'o sheriffs, and sixty council- 
men, all of horn,with the exception of the aldermen, were elected for one-year terms. 
At the end of the fourteenth century Norwich was a thriving city, the chief centre 
of the worsted  earing industry, and go erned by four bailiffs and twenty-four 
citizens. In 1404 it received a royal charter, making it the fourth city in the realm- 
apart lrom London - to be made a county. 2 The citizens could now choose a mayor; 
two sheriffs replaced the four bailiffs; and the Twenty-Four were now recognized as 
an official governing body. The Composition of 1415 set forth in great detail the 
election procedures for civic officials and their functions and, among other things, 
regulations governing the various craft guilds and their apprentices, a 

"l-he ,Mayor 

The mayor occupied the pinnacle of status and power. Supreme in all civic affairs, 
he v, as responsible for maintaining the laws and liberties of the city, keeping the 
general peace and order, directing the aldermen in the preparation of legislation, 
presiding over all elections and city functions, carrying out the regulations with 
respect to food, and dispensing justice as the 'chief justice of the peace in the city' 
in his Mayor's Court. tie was also, from old times, the King's Escheator, and in 
this capacity it was his duty to protect the rights of the Crown and report to the 
Privy Council any danger of loss or dishonour. ' 
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The annual election of the mayor took place on 1 May. There was no fixed day 
for his inauguration, but it was usually during the last two weeks of June, and often 
on Midsummer Eve (23 June). The inauguration was a civic holiday of feasting, 
music, dancing, and pageantry which normally attracted large crowds from the sur- 
rounding countryside, s 
The mayor was elected from the body of aldermen. The Composition of 1415 had 
decreed that candidates for the office had to be 'two suffisant persones ... sweche as 
ben honourable and profitable for ye Cite of which ichc of hem hal9 ben Meir or 
Shreve of ye Cite and of wiche nouther hath ben Meir thre 3cr aforn. '6 The Twcnty- 
Four would then elect one of the candidates. 
Although the electoral process for candidates fc;r civic office in Norwich as more 
broadly based on freemen's participation than in most other cities, in practice the 
government was oligarchical and, to a large extent, self-perpctuating. In the reigns of 
James I and Ch'arles I there were several challenges to the old guard, and freemen 
began to ignore seniority as a qualification for a seat on the mayor's chair. On 1 May 
1619, for example, the king wrote to the mayor Richard Rosse condemning the elec- 
toral disturbances caused by the promotion of young men above their seniors and 
ordering that, in future elections, the senior alderman must be promoted. For the 
next twenty years the election of the mayor was a formality. 7 

The Sheriffs 

A royal charter of 1404 replaced four bailiffs with two sheriffs. The office of sheriff 
was the key to municipal preferment - the road which led to a man's becoming an 
alderman and probably mayor. The sheriffs were chosen annually on 8 September - 
one by the mayor, sheriffs, and aldermen, the other by the common councillors and 
freemen. As Evans says, 'once elected sheriff, nothing short of aldermanic displace- 
ment at the hands of his peers or his constituency, or the untimely intervention of 
God, could stop the man from eventually becoming mayor.'8 
The sheriffs sat in the mayor's court where they served the mayor's warrants as 
well as the king's or queen's writs, and were, under the mayor, the heads of the 
judicial department of city administration. 9 It is clear from the Composition of 1415 
that 'profits' from 'plees of rent, lond and tenementz' would go into the sheriff's 
pocket, but, in spite of the perks, being a sheriff was a drain on his purse and time, 
and if he had higher aspirations he would need the wealth to go with them. Walter 
Rye maintains that, in the second halt of the seventeenth century 'the city revenues 
were continually fed by the selection of men who could not conveniently'serve the 
office, compounding with them for the heaviest possible fine, and "repe,ting the 
operation on a second or even a third victim." There is evidence of this practice at 
an earlier date, but the magistrates seem to have given the nominee ample  arning of 
his candidature and a chance to plead exemption.' l0 
After his year in office, the sheriff was normally re-elected to the common council 
where, within a short time, he had a very good chance of becoming an alderman. 
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The Aldermen 

1"he Composition ordained that the Twenty-Four should be elected annually in the 
week following Passion Sunday (the fifth Sunday in Lent), but, as tenure was for life, 
the annual choice was merely an annual confirmation. l Six were elected by the 
freemen for each of the four great wards - Conesford, Mancroft, Wymer, and Over- 
the-X ,ater. Most of the aldermen had already served as sheriffs, and in 1620 an 
ordinance was passed making it compulsory for them to be elected from the ranks of 
the sheriffs or ex-sheriffs.12 
Like other seekers after important offices in the city, aldermen, of course, had to 
be 'suffisaunt' and 'worthy.' If the mayor decided that the freemen had not elected 
such a person, he could challenge the election, but there is only one instance in the 
reign of Elizabeth when the mayor used his prerogative.3 
Sachse says that the mayor and aldermen in the assembly formed a 'sort of upper 
house,' 14 but it might be more accurate to say that they formed a kind of minor 
cabinet. Almost x ithout exception, the aldermen were substantial tradesmen and 
master craftsmen, and lists of the trades to which they belonged provide a rough 
economic barometer to the business life of the city. During our period, the prosperity 
of Norxx ich depended more heavily on the textile trades than on any others. In 1424 
t entv-three of the twenty-four were merchants or mercers. Over two hundred years 
later, of the t-x enty-eight aldermen who served between 1630 and 1635, eight were 
merchants and two were mercers. The others, of whom seven were grocers, consisted 
o1 three drapers, two scriveners, two hosiers, one baker, one dyer, one ironmonger, 
and one landed gentleman, Sir Peter Gleane s - an indication of how power based 
on trade was becoming more diverse. 'In Elizabethan Norwich,' writes Evans, 'a 
greater variety of trades were represented in the magistracy than in most other cities 
and this occupational diversity increased after 1600 despite the city's increasing de- 
pendence on the textile industry. As a consequence, political office was open to any 
man who possessed adequate wealth regardless of the trade he practised. Many 
trades provided enough wealth to satisfy this qualification.' 16 
The life of the conscientious Norwich alderman was a busy one. Each of the four 
great Norx ich wards was divided into three smaller ones, each represented by two 
aldermen; but although the alderman was a link between his ward and city in the 
giving and receiving of orders and did represent the needs of the ward, his connection 
with his ward was not so close as it was in most cities - London, for example.  
Among the civic duties which an alderman might undertake were: treasurer for 
the river and streets, the Children's tlospital, and Bridewell; inspector of poor-houses 
and workhouses; supervisor of repairs to the 'castle ditches' and city gates; and, of 
course, attendance at the mayor's court. Aldermen received negligible honoraria, 
and, although the cynic might assume that politicians of all ages feather their finan- 
cial nests with transactions which seldom appear in the official records, there seems 
to be little doubt that the Norwich alderman, on the whole, was a hard-working 
public servant who could expect little or no monetary gain for his efforts. 
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be the chief justice of the city and that all aldermen who had been mayor would be 
justices - on the average, about one third of the aldermen. 
The jurisdiction of the mayor's court covered the county of the city, except for 
the cathedral precincts, the castle, and the adjoining shire-hall, which were part of 
the county of Norfolk. Although the precincts had been incorporated into the city 
after the dissolution of the priory in 1 5 3 8, the city could exercise only 'such liberties 
... as xx ere not contradictory to the ancient privileges of the Prior and Convent.'22 
The mayor, of course, presided in the mayor's court, as chief magistrate of the 
city, and sx ore to maintain its 'lawes libertes fraunchises gode customes and 
ordenaunces' and to do justice to rich and poor alike. 23 The court normally met on 
\,ednesdavs and Saturdays m the Guildhall, at which sessions most of the routine 
business was done; but there were otten extra sessions to transact special business 
and, of course, such things as holidays and plagues could cause postponements and 
cancellations of the meetings. Much of the work, however, was done by aldermen, 
_ingly or in groups, who would report to the court. 
On legal matters the court relied on the advice of the recorder, the steward, and 
the tox n clerk. The recorder was the official legal consultant; the steward, who 
acted as chief judge in the sheriff's court, often counselled the mayor's court; the 
tox n clerk, in conjunction with the recorder, was a legal agent and adviser to the 
corporation, and it was he, apparently, who took care of most of the legal book- 
keeping and x ho arranged with the various constables the procedures by which 
malefactors  ould be brought to justice. Two sergeants at mace were the mayor's 
special attendants; they were particularly resplendent on ceremonial occasions and 
xere pledged to serve the mayor in more mundane matters such as overseeing 
markets and making summonses. Marshals and beadles were often appointed as the 
occasions demanded, but the day-to-day tasks of apprehending dubious characters 
fell to the t enty-four ward constables x ho were elected annually by the assembly. 
Needless to say, they were not popular with their neighbours in the wards, and many 
sought to ex ade office. 2'* As 'most senseless and fit men,' their duties among many 
others were to 'comprehend all vagrom men' and no doubt, like Dogberry, they were 
otten ' rit down an ass' when they condemned people 'into everlasting redemption.'s 
The business which came before the mayor's court was almost as varied as the life 
ot Nor ich itself. The mayor and aldermen were the guardians of public morality, 
and e can read in the Court Books of fines for swearers, drunkards, unlicensed 
ale-house keepers, ballad sellers, wife beaters, michers, players at slide-groat and 
tennis, and frequenters of bowling alleys. Adulterers and bawds, male and female, 
were often whipped and sent to the house of correction, and Shakespeare's bawd, 
Pompey, on being told that the law  ill not allow his trade in Vienna, no doubt 
sums up many of their reactions: 'Does your worship mean to geld and splay all the 
youth of the city? '26 Thomas Benson, cobbler, expresses an eternal attitude of 
defiance to authority when, on 17 June 1607, he is brought before the court 
because he 'did yesterday about viii t of the Clocke in the fforenoone Bid a Turd in 
mr Mayors tethe.'27 



The Guild of St George 

For six centuries, and probably longer, the name of St George has been intimately 
associated  ith the city of Norwich and, until its dissolution in February 1732, the 
activities of the guild of St George were interwoven with the activities of those who 
governed the city. 
-lhree churches in Nor ich still bear St George's name - St George Colegate, St 
George l'ombland, and, although, since 1969, the Roman Catholic Church no longer 
obserx'es his feast universally, the Roman Catholic church of St George Fishergate. 
Several buildings in the city carry representations of the 'saint,' inside and out. 
There are bas-reliefs and statues in the churches named after him and, in the church 
of St Gregory.', there is a line mid-fifteenth-century wall painting which shows St 
George killing the dragon, with the princess in the background holding a lamb. As a 
fitting symbol of the alliance of city and guild, their two coats of arms, on either 
side of the royal arms much defaced, are car'ed into the outside wall of the council 
chamber at the east end of the Guildhall. Throughout the years, inn signs have 
sung in the wind in various parts of the city - and, indeed, of the country - and, as 
the aggressively patriotic Faulconbridge says, 
Saint George, that swing'd the dragon, and e'er since 
Sits on's horseback at mine hostess' door, 
Teach us some fence!  
The guild of St George, founded, like thousands ot others for religious and social 
purposes, in the year 1385, = received a charter from Henry v in 1417 which made it 
'a perpetual community.' 
While retaining its religious and charitable character, it became a body with a con- 
stitution. It had rights, and the power to plead and to be impleaded. The autho- 
rised personality of the Gild was symbolised by the right to possess a common 
seal, engraven with the image of St. George, with which to strengthen its acts ... 
Through the charter, the prior of the Cathedral and the mayor and sheriffs of the 
city were given power to dismiss gild members for misconduct, a 
After a number of riots, disturbances, and rebellions against the ruling body of 
the city in the first half of the fifteenth century, in which the St George Guild and 
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children, the true representative of the dragon slain by St. George, patron of the 
city, who used to be borne, like a barbarian monarch in a Roman triumph, at the 
heels of the civil power, opening his wide and menacing jaws with no more 
felonious intent than the reception of the half-pence which it was the touchstone 
of courage to put into that blood-red and fearful gulf... The religious significancy 
of Snap had been lost for ages. The Protestant and prosaic people saw in him 
nothing but a child's toy; the enlightened thought such toys absurd and disgusting 
- and he is no more. With him are gone the whifflers, the last depositaries of an 
art so long forgotten beyond the walls of the venerable city .... t2 



Plays, Players,. and 
Other Entertainments 

Not onl do the x ritten records of the city of Norwich provide rich and varied testi- 
mony to the playing-places in which Tudor and Stuart actors strutted and fretted 
their hours, but tangible evidence of those playing-places remains to this day in 
buildings which have survived the centuries. 
After the dissolution of the Blackfriars' house in 1538, the city bought the 
monastic buildings for eighty-one pounds and thus acquired a civic centre which has 
been the focus of its main celcbrations from that day to this. The nave of the 
Blackfriars Church (the common, or new, hall) - now St Andrew's Hall - could accom- 
modate festivities far grander than those which took place in the old, cramped 
quarters of the Guildhall, although its assembly chamber continued in use for more 
modest celebrations. The cathedral and its precincts, the grammar school, and the 
yard ot the Red Lion - its dimensions not much changed from what they were in 
Shakespeare's time - were all playing-places at some time or another and have sur- 
vived. 2 A snapdragon (c 1795 version) of the kind which graced the processions of 
the guild of St George hangs on its wires, blank-eyed and open-mouthed, from the 
roof of the keep of the Castle Museum. 
The White tlorse ('Powles howse'), the King's Arms, the gameplace, the pageant 
house, and the duke of Norfolk's magnificent palace have gone, and so, probably, 
have Mr Castleton's 'place' where the prince's players performed an interlude in 
1544-5, and the place at 'Thorpp' where the earl of Essex's players played illegally 
in June 1585.  

Local Entertainment 

In spite of the manifold evidence that there was much entertainment of various 
inds in Norwich and other cities and towns of Britain, so far only meagre evidence 
of the exact nature of that entertainment has come to light, and most of what little 
,'e do have is 'local.' The names of the plays, for example, which the travelling pro- 
fessional companies performed, with very rare exceptions, refuse to reveal themselves 
If we ignore the Grocers' play, which was performed alter 1540, but also 
performed and, of course, written earlier, a we find that in the century between 
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palace in Norwich, 'the greatest mansion to be found outside London and 
Westminster,' but l can find no evidence to support Neville Williams' assertion that 
the palace had a 'playhouse,' if by 'playhouse' he means a building or hall equipped 
solely or mainly for the staging of plays. 9 

The Tra elling Companies 

Norvich, as befitted the second city of the realm, was a popular stopping-place for 
the London companies on tour. In 1539-40 the king's players received ten shillings 
on St Nicholas Day 'at the comandement of Master Mayer,' 10 in 1541-2 some un- 
specified players played an interlude in the common hall and, as the sixteenth 
century wears on, the visits of the travelling companies become more frequent.  
In the early seventeenth century the visits of the travelling companies continue 
unabated, but the Mayor's Court Books take over from the Chamberlains' Accounts 
as our chief source of information as official payments from the city decline and 
more and more players seem to fall foul of the law. 2 
The lact that the Court Books record an increasing number of thespian trans- 
gressions during the first three decades of the seventeenth century probably has 
something to do with the increasingly puritan temper of the city government. 
E.K. Chambers prints nearly ninety pages of 'Documents of Control' in his 
Elizabethan Stage (vol 4, pp 259-345), beginning with 'An Acte concernyng 
punysshement of Beggers and Vacabundes' in 1531 and ending with a minute of the 
Privv Council ordering the pulling down of the Blackfriars Theatre in London in 
1617. Governments, however - even city governments - are made up of people with 
individual tastes and attitudes and, although the players undoubtedly were often a 
nuisance, in contrast to the state of affairs in London there appears to have been no 
official civic reaction against them in Norwich until 10 February 1589, when the 
assembly passed an act ordering that 'no ffreeman of this Citie shall go to, or bee 
present at any playe or enterlude w/thin the seid Citie or lybertyes therof vpon 
payne of xvj d for euery one offendyng .... ' The arguments against plays have a 
familiar ring; they profane the Sabbath; they are allurements to vice and sin; they 
incite quarrels, brawls, and even murder - perhaps the Red Lion affray of 15 June 
1583 was fresh in the memory. 
Either the freemen of Norwich did not take the assembly's order very seriously or 
they took it very seriously indeed, because for over twenty-five years there seem to 
have been no punishments for illicit attendance at plays, and during this period 
many companies were given official leave to play in the city. On 11 September 1616, 
however, Mr 'Grenefild' presented to the mayor's court eight citizens who had 
lrequented stage plays, and one of them, Edward Ward, had even been 'at ij or three 
playes.' From now on there is evidence that the city authorities were taking a much 
harder line, although the fines of sixteen pence apiece imposed on Stephen Hovell 
and Edmund Cawston on 16 February 1620 do not seem to be unduly harsh for 
such a heinous crime. 
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In fairness to the city lathers it should be said that players and other travelling 
entertainers do seem, increasingly, to have disrupted the life of the city in the carly 
years of the seventeenth century, and there are more and more instances of travelling 
companies directly flouting the directives of the corporation, although the reasons 
given for their being forbidden to play must sometimes haxe appeared flimsy to thc 
players themselves. On 2/Viay 1621, for example, the Lady Elizabeth's company is 
refused permission because 'there are letters lately receiued for musters And that the 
businesses for Subsedyes & other matters of Importance are not yet full)' dispatchcd.' 
Francis Wambus of the same company caused the authorities a great deal of trouble 
when, on 24 April 1624, he brought into the mayor's court 'A Bill signed with his 
Ma/esties hand' authorizing his company to play interludes. The court invoked an 
order from the Privy Council, dated 27 May 1623, whereby the mayor and justices 
'are authorised & required not to suffer any players to shewe or exercise any playes 
within this City or liberties hereof.' The irrepressible Wambus, however, said that hc 
would play notwithstanding, that he would 'try whether the kinges Command or 
the Counselles be the greater,' and accused the mayor to his face ol- lqouting the 
king's authority. Wambus was packed off to prison for a month until, on 26 May, hc 
was discharged. Three months later, on 18 September 1624, he was in Norwich 
again, flourishing a letter from Sir Henry Herbert, the master of the Revels, which said 
that 'yt was my Lord Chamberlyns pleasure that he should be set at liberty,' and 
demanding recompense for his imprisonment. On 25 September, howevcr, the 
members of the court decided that the imprisonment 'was occasioned by their [the 
players'] owne miscariage, therefore yt was by generall consent agreed that nothinge 
should be gyven vnto them in that respect.' G.E. Bentley writes that the 'affair in 
which Wambus figured at Norwich must be fairly characteristic of the adventures ol 
the provincial companies, though none of the other town clerks seems to have had 
the admirable loquacity of the one at Norwich.' a The Wambus affair takes up over 
one thousand words of the Court Book. 
The growing concern of the Privy Council about the problems which the travelling 
companies were causing all over the country is exemplified in the groxving concern 
of the government of the city of Norwich. In their letter of 27 May 1623 to 'our 
very. Loueing ffrinds the Maior and lustises of the Cytye of Norwich,' their lordships 
made the point that 'multitudes of people & familyes are ... apt to bee drawne away 
from ther buisnes & labour' and 'manufators are in the mean tyme in such sort 
neglected as Causeth dayly very great & aparent Losses & damage to that Cyty in 
particuler and by Consequence noe small hurt & prediuice to the Commonwellth in 
generall' - a point which must have had a telling effect on the hard-headed business 
minds of the city fathers. 
At times it seems to have been almost as difficult/'or the mayor and his brethren 
and the Privy Council to distinguish claims of the players who had legitimate licences 
from those who did not as it is for modern scholars to sort out those claims. As earl), 
as June 1584, about lourteen months after the founding of the queen's company, 
and a year after the affray in Norwich, when there were disturbances around the 
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Middlesex theatres, the city of London obtained leave from the Council to suppress 
plays, pointing out 'that in the previous year, when toleration was granted to this 
company alone, all the playing-places were filled with men calling themselves the 
Queen's players.' 14 On 22 September 1591 the mayor of Norwich gave a reward of 
ten shillings to 'lorde shandos players' and, shortly afterward, gave a reward of 
twenty shillings to 'another Company of his men that cam with lycens presently 
after saying yat thos that Cam before were counterfetes & not the Lord Shandos 
men.' Mayors, however, were not always easily deceived for, on 10 August 1611, 
"Raph Reue' tried to pull the wool over the mayor's eyes by showing letters patent 
from the king 'Commanding all Mayors and others officers to permitt Phillipp 
Rocester ... to practise and exercise certaine Children in the quallity of playing, 
which Reeue at the first affirmed that he was Phillipp Rocester ... but perceiving him 
selfe discoucred confessed his name was Reeue.' 
When entries on players appear in the Court Books, of course, it usually means 
that the players are in trouble, but the Court Books refer to players only three times 
in the period from 1539-40 to 1582-3. In the same period, however, there are over 
fifty payments to players in the Chamberlains' Accounts, and the accounts are 
missing between 1567 and 1580. s The accounts record that in 1543-4 and 1544-5 
the mayor had no 'levsor' to see the prince's and Sussex's players, and in 1549-50 
he can certainly" be pardoned for deciding that it was not 'mete' for the king's 
players 'to playe ... by reason of the late commocion' (ie, Kett's rebellion). The first 
sign of serious trouble develops only when, on 7 June 1583, the earl of Worcester's 
players request that they be licensed to play in the city. The mayor refuses, in order 
to 'avovd the meetynges of people this whote whether for fear of any infeccon as 
also for that they" came from an Infected place .... ' The players receive a reward of 
twent'-six shillings and eightpence and promise to depart and not to play, but, 
contrary to their promise, they 'dyd play in their hoste his hows.' They are banished 
from the city 'vppon payn ot lmprysonment' and told that they will never receive a 
reward again. 
From 1583 on, records of disputes between the players and the civic authorities 
gradually increase, and in the seventeenth century it is fairly common for payments 
to be made to players on condition that they do not play. Even when they do play, 
the restrictions on their activities are usually made clear. On 11 April 1599 
Pembroke's players are licensed to 'vse theire facultie two dayes and two nightes and 
I" I ' [not] ' to vse same after, nyne of..the Clocke on eyther nighte.' The actual days 
on which the company can play are otten stipulated. On 20 April 1614, for example, 
the mayor's court gave the queen's players leave to play only on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday in Easter week. Needless to say, the court usually makes it 
clear that there are to be no plays on the Sabbath, although this condition, 
presumably, is normally understood. Occasionally, the players seem to expect that 
they will not be allowed to play, and, in fact, on 2 March 1614, the Lady Elizabeth's 
players 'Sayd they Came not to aske leaue to play But to aske the gratuetie of the 
Cytty.' 
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The reasons for the apparent lack of conflict between the travelling players and 
the government of the city until the last few years of the sixteenth century are diffi- 
cur to determine exactly. When the companies were comparatively few and, perhaps, 
had closer relationships with their patrons, the mayor and his brethren were more 
likely to tolerate - and even welcome - their presence, and the influence of one 
powerful patron permeated the life of the city. The Guildhall was only about two 
hundred and fifty yards from the gates of the duke of Norfolk's palace, and the 
common hall was, almost literally, across the street. It may be that the palace and 
the catholic, but somewhat rustic, tastes of the duke - until he lost his head in 1572 
for dabbling with the idea of marriage to Mary, queen of Scots - had a mellowing 
effect on the mayor's attitude to plays and players.16 As the number of travelling 
companies grew, however, it probably became more difficult and time-consuming 
for the mayor's court to control their activities and sort out the legitimacy of their 
claims. The increasingly puritan bias of the city fathers probably added to their 
feelings of antipathy for the players, although, even in the decade before the out- 
break of the Civil War, there is little in the records to suggest that there was an over- 
whelmingly puritan bias in the political sense. 

Beyond the Fringe 

On the outskirts - and far beyond the outskirts - of what we should now regard as 
the 'legitimate' theatre swarmed hosts of itinerant entertainers: 7 a Turk dancing on 
ropes at the New Hall (1589-90); Roger Lawrence with the king's warrant 'to shee 
two beastes called Babonnes' (5 October 1605); Humfry Bromely wanting to show a 
child with two heads (5 June 1616); John Moore, a bearward, given 'leaue to play 
with his Beares vntill Satterday night next' (10 January 1621); John Dowman 
showing his 'feates of actiuity' contrary to the mayor's command (5 October 1622); 
William Denny using 'slight of hand vsually called luglinge,' being punished 'and sent 
to Ipswich with a passe' (17 April 1624); Edward Knoffe 'authoriscd to shewe a bay 
nagge which can shewe strange feates' (2 October 1624); Thomas Gibson bringing a 
licence 'to shewe the pictures in wax of the Kinge of Sweden & others' (28 Septem- 
ber 1633); Adrian Provoe and his wife, a woman without hands, bringing a licence 
'to shew diverse workes ... with her feet' (13 July 1633); BartholomewCloysse with 
six assistants bringing a licence 'to shew d iuerse rare engins' (17 May 1634); Mathew 
Duphen, Conrad Blames, and John Cappemaker bringing a licence 'to shewe Two 
Dromedaries' (19 July 1634); William Gostlynge with a licence 'to shew the 
portraiture of the City of Ierusalem' (28 March 1635); Robert Browne and George 
Hall exhibiting a licence from the master of the Revels 'to shewe an Italian motion,' 
but because it 'is noe Italian motion but made in London' are not allowed to show it 
(9 October 1639); and, perhaps appropriately, the last entry before the puritan 
storms break into open war is that of poor Robert Browne - whether the man with 
the 'Italian motion' is not certain - who wanted 'to shewe puppinge playes but was 
denyed the same' (9 October 1641). In the wealth of testimony, however, to the 
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infinite resilicnce of human beings trying to make their livings by skill, cunning, and 
pure bluff, the most mysterious remains that of John Wheately of London, weaver, 
who showed a licence from Sir Edmund Tilney, the master of the Revels, allowing 
him 'the shewinge of a beast called A Basehooke' (12 July 1600). 
Just as, in the hundred years between 1540 and 1642, the numbers of travelling 
companies and, incidentally, the numbers of players who got into trouble, multiply 
dramatically in the second half of the period, so do the numbers of travelling enter- 
tainers - if the evidence of the Norwich records is a reliable guide. In the first half of 
the period, until the 'Turke wente vponn Roppes at newhall' in April 1590, the only 
record of entertainers is that of a reward of thirteen shillings and fourpence to 
'certen spanyardes and ytalyans who dawnsyd antyck (3 & played dyuerse proper 
bavne ffeetes at the Comon Halle byfore Master mayer and the Cominalte' on St 
James' Eve (24 July) 1547. As with the players - although it is dangerous to 
generalize - it appears that the mayor and his brethren, at least until the last years 
of the sixteenth century, often welcomed the skillful entertainer and gave him a 
reward when he played before them. There is no record of a travelling entertainer in 
the Mayors' Court Books at all until the dramatic entrance of the 'Basehooke' on 12 
Julv 1600, and it does not appear that the members of the court were particularly 
disturbed at the thought of allowing this 'straunge beast' to be shown. In fact, 
although wandering musicians were often punished and ordered to leave the city, 
there is no record of other travelling entertainers being refused permission to 
perform until, on 9 October 1616, 'Iohn De Rue & leronimo Gait ffrenchmen' are 
forbidden to show a woman dancing on ropes and the 'strange feates' of a baboon 
'because the lycence semeth not to be sufficient.' Throughout the period it is the 
official - or those who pretend to belong to the official - companies of players who 
fall foul of the city authorities more than the mere entertainers. The credentials of 
many of the entertainers, in fact, seem to have been just as respectable as those of 
many of the travelling players. The William Peadles, father and son, for example, 
members of a famous family of rope dancers, who appeared in Norwich in June 1616 
and June 1618, had already danced before Queen Anne at Greenwich on 28 February 
and 4 March 1615. Is 
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The tangible evidence of brick, stone, and timber which, in spite of the erosion of 
the centuries, still anchors No'ich firmly to its past, is mirrored in its records, 
which stretch back to the mid-twelfth centurv. 
One marked characteristic of the Municipal History of the City of Norwich is the 
mature and normal progress of its development. Nothing is done by fits and starts. 
Every successive change admits of easy explanation as arising out of natural condi- 
tions not only of the local community but of the contemporary national tenden- 
cies. No doubt this is true of manv other cities and towns, but in Norwich more 
than in most others the orderly course of development went on undisturbed by 
external interference. It is a case of a community which practically from first to 
last was left to work out its development in its own way.  
The building of the Guildhall, begun in 1407, went on for the next twenty-five 
years or so, 'but the hole was not perfected until 1453, when the windows of the 
council chamber were glazed, and the chequer table placed in it. '2 From the early 
years of the fifteenth century the municipal records were kept in the Guildhall, 3 and 
there they remained, safe and dry, until, in 1894, the corporation acquired the old 
castle and, during its conversion into a museum, provided a muniment room to 
which the valuable collection of records was moved in 1898. The present home of 
the records is the Norfolk (formerly the Norfolk and Norwich) Record Office, which 
opened in the new Central Library in January 1963. 
During 1845-7 Mr Goddard Johnson carried out a comprehensive listing of the 
records which he produced in a 'Repertory,' beautifully written on vellum. The 
notice of the records in the First Report (1874) of the Historical Manuscripts Com- 
mission, however, is a summary piece of work which contains several inaccuracies. In 
1898 Hudson and Tingey's Revised Catalogue of the Records of the City of Norzvich 
appeared and, with annotations and interleaved additions, is still the basic catalogue 
of the Record Office for material up to the year 1835. 
Within each year, the text of this collection follows a standard order. That order 
is reflected in this section of discussion and description. Antiquarian documents are 
identified in the left margin of the text as either Antiquarian Compilations (A) or 
Antiquarian Collections (AC). 



lii TtlF DOCUMENTS 

Mayors' Court Book viii 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 16, shelf a; 4 July 1562-5 June 1569; English, with some 
[atin headings; paper; iii+ 705 + iii; 295mm x 21Omm (230ram x 140ram), 30 long lines; 
collatton trregular, mainly gathered in 8's (some half-sheets), no signatures or catchwords; modern 
( 19th c.?) ink paginauon (alternate pages), good condition ; no decoration, mildly flourished initials; 
19th or earl)" 2Oth c. buckram binding with studded hermitage calf band (35ram) at base, title on 
spine: NORWICII ICOURT BOOK 11562-1569. 

Mayors' Court Book LX 
Norwich. Norfolk Record Office, case 16, shelf a; 13 June 1569-16 June 1576; Latin, with some 
Fnglish; paper; i + 729 (some loose sheets and slips); 335mm x 22Omm (280ram x 150ram), 35 
long hnes; collation dtfficult, mainly gathered m 12's, no signatures or catchwords; modern 
(19th c.?) ink pagination (alternate pages); good condttion, some stains and fraying (especially 
pp 1-20. 727-9); flourished initials and headings, black and brown inks; 17th c. (probably) hard 
skin binding, stained and frayed, back corners battered, title on spine: t15691 to I 1576) Court 
Book; also paper sticker 1569 t to I 1570. 

Mayors' Court Book X 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 16, shelf a; 20 June 1576-22 November 1581 ; English, with 
some Latin headings and entries: paper; iv + 781 + ii; 295mm x 195ram (230ram x 145ram), 35 
long lines; collation difficult (binding tight), no signatures or catchwords; modern (19th c.?) ink 
pagination (alternate pages); good condition, stained and slightly frayed at beginning and ending; 
elaborately flourished initials; soft medium calf binding, narrow (50ram) decorated tooling front 
and back. some damage, splits at spine, title on spine: CouL..)  to I 1582 ; paper sticker: 1576  
1581. 

Mayors' Court Book Xl 
Norrich, Norfolk Record Oftice, case 16, shelf a; 20 June 1582-1 July ! 587 (entries for 1640--6 
on scraps inside loose backing of back binding); English, with some Latin entries and headings; 
paper; ii + 719 {duplicate p 62); 297mm x 20Omm (230ram x 14Omm), 30 long lines; collation 
irregular, mainly gathered in 12's, some half-sheets, no signatures or catchwords; 19th c. ink pagi- 
nation (alternate pages); fair condition, some gatherings separated from spree, some loose leaves 
and stains, top right corner (85ram x 3Omm) of p 47 missing; flourished initials, brown and black 
inks; 17th c. vellum on loose backing, torn at spine and stained, title: Court Book; label on spine: 
1582 trot 1587. 

Mayors' Court Book 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 16, shelf a; 5 July 1587-14 June 1595; English, with some 
Latin entries and headings; paper; it + 968 + ii; 275mm x 195mm (140ram x 205ram), single 
columns; collation irregular, basic gatherings of 12's, no catchwords or stgnatures; 19th c. ink pagin- 
ation alternate pages); good condition, some stains and tears, sections with words (especially 
corners) missing (pp 913-68), slight fraying; flourished initials; 18th or early 19th c. medium soft 
calf spine and corners on buckram over board binding, title: CO U RT BOO K I 1587 to 1595. 

Mayors" Court Book XIII 
Norwich. Norfolk Record Office, case 16, shelf a; 12 November 1595-18 J une 1603; English, with 
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and end): no decoratton; medium soft calf spine and corners on buckram over board binding, some 
fraying, tttle on spine: COURT I BOOK 11629 To 1634. Draft entries. 

,Mayors' Court Book XIX 
Nor tch, Norfolk Record Office, case 16, shelf b; 13 August 1634-16 May 1639; English, with 
I atin headings; paper; it + 330 + ii; 3 lOmm x 200ram (260ram x 140ram), some irregularity in size, 
35 long lines; collation very irregular, many half-sheets, no signatures or catchwords; modern 
pencil foliation; fair condition, stains and fraying, occasional loss of letters, some edging; no decor- 
ation; medmm soft calf spine and corners on buckram over board binding, some fraying, title on 
spine: COURT I BOOK I 1634 1"O 1639. Draft entries. 

Mayors" Court Book XX 
Norwtch, Nortoik Record Office, case 16, shelf b; 18 June 1634-16 September 1646; English, 
ith Latin headtngs; paper; ii + 488 + ii; 296mm x 195ram (245mm x 140ram), 35 long lines; 
collation irregular, basic gatherings of 8's, no signatures or catchwords; modern ink foliation; very 
good condition, slight stains and fraying near beginning and end, a few letters missing at edges; no 
decoration, moderately flourished initials; medium soft calf spine and corners on buckram over 
board bmdmg, some fraymg, front cover split at bend, title: COURT BOOK I 1634 TO 1646. 

Mayors' Court Book XXl 
Nortch, Norfolk Record Office, case 16, shelf b; July 1639-24 July 1644; English, with Laun 
headings; paper; vi (i-iv stubs) + 184 + ti; height varies from 290mm to 310mm, width from 
180ram to 200ram (290ram x 140ram or 150mm), 37 long lines; collation irregular, gatherings 
ar.ving from l's to 20's, no signatures or catchwords; modern ink foliation; fair condition, frayed 
and torn, some edging (especially f 145 following), small sections missing; no decoration; medium 
soft calf spine and corners on buckram over board binding, slight fraying at corners, title on spine: 
COURTI BOOK I 1639-1644. 

CLAVORS' ACCOUNTS 

There are four books of Clavors' Accounts in the Norfolk Record Office, which, 
ith a few gaps, cover the period from 1550 to 1733. The third book contains, 
bound as one volume, what were once, apparently, separate books 3 and 4. 
The accounts consist of records of receipts for money which is to be paid into the 
city hamper and money which is to be paid out. The receipts come from a variety of 
sources. In Book I they consist of such things as: fees from foreigners who are to 
become freemen of the city; fines for all sorts of minor offences such as playing at 
dice, cards, or bowls; fines for the non-appearance of civic officials at civic functions 
and for 'indictments,' the nature of which is not usually specified; levies for the 
maintenance of the city walls when aldermen are sworn into office; gifts to the city 
for the use of the poor. 
Up to folio 50v and June 1584 the accounts are receipts. Payments begin on the 
same date as the receipts on folio 51 and run to Jun 1599 and are for such things as: 
gratuities to musicians and players; beadles' wages; the whipping of rogues and vaga- 
bonds; poor relief; minor repairs to the council chamber; and, on one occasion, the 
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vastly differing sizes, and of dates ranging between 1540 and 1630, with lists of 
names, properties, and rents paid. 
Books t, t l, and t tl are frayed volumes, with paper pages torn in places, and con- 
taining respectively 16, 54, and 39 folios. Books ! and I! are numbered; the numbers 
have been torn away in several places in Book t t !. Book t lacks covers; Books I1 and 
t tt have loose and damaged covers of parchment. Book tv, the only relevant volume, 
is in the best condition of the four (see description below) and lists, by parish and 
street, ground rents in the city of Norwich for the twenty years ending at Michaelmas 
1626. Most of the rents are either one quarter or one half penny a year, so the total 
amount is usually five or ten pence. There is an 'Index Nominum et Locorum' for 
Book IV, probably prepared in the late nineteenth or earl) twentieth century, on 
legal-sized sheets of notepaper, and handwritten in ink. 

Landgable Rent Book IV 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 18, shelf d; 1606-Michaelmas 1626; Enghsh ; paper; i + 80 + 
i; 305ram x 200ram (26Omm x 130ram), average 26 lines; collation difficult, seems to be mainly 
gathered in 16's, no signatures or catchwords; ink foliation (probably 19th c.); edges frayed, 
especially at corners, few letters missing on f 1 ; no decoration, some flourished initials m headings, 
black and brown inks; dark beige parchment binding backed with stiff paper, probably 17th c.; 
title on front cover: Langoil Rentes I No 41 Langaii Rent Book for Twenty Vears ending at Mich 
1626. 

CHAMBERLAINS' VOUCtlERS 

There are seven bundles, with an average of about 300 sheets in each, dated from 
1618-19 to 1626-7 with ostensibly the years 1620-1 and 1624-5 missing One stray 
voucher, dated 5 June 1616, found its way into the private collection of Hamond 
papers (NRO: S119C). Apparently, the years in each bundle run from Michaelmas to 
Michaelmas, although the Chamberlains' Accounts themselves, after 1616, run from 
Our Lady to Our Lady (see introduction to Chamberlains' Accounts, p xlviii). However, 
some sheets from the missing years are actually in later or earlier bundles, and there 
are even a few vouchers dated '1628' in the 'year' 1626-7. About ten per cent of the 
documents are undated and unless, of course, they can be dated because they 
mention the name of the mayor or some other civic official, there appears to be no 
reason why they should be placed in one year rather than another. 
The contents of the vouchers are almost as varied as the life of the city itself. The 
majority are scraps of paper, usually signed by the mayor or chamberlain, acknowl- 
edging payment of city taxes or rents on city property, or authorizing the clavors to 
pay Mr So-and-So for his services. Sometimes, Mr So-and-So does not get paid 
promptly, and there are several letters among the vouchers reminding the mayor that 
the wheels of city government grind slowly. Services rendered are, among ther 
things, for repairs to the Guildhall, the New Hall, the Great Hospital, Bridewell, 
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roads, bridges, walls, and gates. There are wages for civic officials, pensions, scholar- 
ships to Bene't (Corpus Christi) College, Cambridge, and sums of money for clothes 
for the poor. 

Norich. Norfolk Record Office, case 21, shelf b (boxes 1 and 2); 1618-23 (box 1) and 1623-7 
(box 2); English; paper; numerous single sheets in 7 bundles; sizes various (400ram x 150ram to 
70ram x 40ram); most sheets in good condition; no decoration. 

INTERROGATORIFS AND DEPOSITIONS 

Much of the material for a legal, social, and political history of the city of Norwich, 
which includes interrogations, depositions, prison returns, grand jury presentments, 
petitions to the Court of Mayoralty, and regulations governing jails and jailers, is 
contained in books and bundles of loose papers that span a period from 1549 to 
1835. Before 1549 depositions were usually entered in the Mayors' Court Books. 
Within the period 1540-1642 there are three boxes of interrogatories and depo- 
sitions which cover the period 1549-1600. Boxes 1 and 3 contain three books each; 
box 2 contains two books. The average size of the books is 150 folios. The two rele- 
vant books, those for 1549-54 and 1554-67, are in box 1. 
It is doubtful whether the eight collections should really be called 'books.' Four 
of the five books in boxes 2 and 3 are bound with vellum, and so is the 1549-54 
volume in box 1, the other three have no covers. Even in the bound volumes, 
however, there are several loose sheets and many gatherings of different sizes, and 
the general impression of all the books is that of collections of papers which may, or 
may not, happen to be bound. 
Generally speaking, the entries in the books are chronological, but they do not 
always follow a strict sequence of dates.'It is, of course, a question,' writes Walter Rye, 
whether these depositions were taken as a preliminary to an issue in the Mayor's 
Court (or Court of Aldermen), or to a trial in the Court of Sessions of the Peace 
(Quarter Sessions) .... But the probability is that the minor offences were dealt with 
by a Mayor's Court without being sent to a Session. The depositions as to many 
of the offences noted relating to treasonable words were no doubt taken for 
transmission to the Privy Council ...6 
As with the records of any court of justice or its preliminary hearings, these 
reflect human greed, cunning, chicanery, pathos, generosity, and even tragedy, and 
range from matters of petty thievery and disputes about property, to treasonous 
remarks about Queen Mary's marriage to Philip II of Spain and a Dilham merchant's 
being captured at sea by the French. 

Interrogatories and Depositions 1 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 12, shelf a (box 1); 21 September 1549-30 August 1554; 
English; paper; i + 138 (+ 2 loose, unfoliated sheets); 310ram x 210ram (200ram x 150ram), 
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average 30 long lines; gatherings vary from 2's to 24's, man 3, half-sheets, no signatures or catch- 
words; black ink foliation, probably late 19th or early 20th c.; condition varies, some folios in very 
good condition, others badly stained and frayed, some letters missing at cdge of few sheets; no 
decoration, occasional flourished initials; 16th or 17th c. vellum binding, damaged and stained, 
title (front): 1549 to 1554. 

Interrogatories and Depositions it 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 12, shelf a (box 1); 6 March 1554-11 June 1567 ; Fnglish ; 
paper; 156 leaves (2 loose, unfoliated); 310ram x 210ram (220ram x 150ram), average 32 long 
lines; gatherings vary, some loose single sheets, some gatherings in 2's, (ff 1-74 single gathering 
with smaller gatherings inside), no signatures or catchwords; black ink foliation, probably late 
19th or early 20th c. (first 40 leaves unfoliated); condition varies, some folios in very good con- 
dition, others badly frayed and stained, some letters missing at edge of few sheets; no decoration, 
occasional mildly flourished initials; no binding. 

MISCELLANEOUS PRESENTMENT 

This scrap is part of a bundle of loose papers labelled ' 17th Century Presentments' in 
a box with some rolls of Sheriffs' Tourns. The presentments are on about rift)" 
scraps of paper which vary in size from about 100mm x 100mm to 320ram x 220ram. 
Some of them are undated, a few are sixteenth century, but most of them are dated 
in the 1620s and 1630s. 

Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 5, shelf d; earl)" 16th c.(?); English; paper; single sheet; 
160ram x 90ram ; no decoration. 

SHERIFFS' TOURN DOCUMENT 

This single sheet is one of a number of rolls which cover the period from 1542-1713. 
It is a record of the tourn (or circuit) which the sheriff made twice a year. lte pre- 
sided at the hundred court held in the Guildhall and imposed fines for such offences 
as 'noying' the highway, taking part in 'evill rule,' selling wine contrary to statute, 
and falsely pretending to be freemen. 

Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 5, shelf d; 13 May 1555; English; paper; single membrane; 
400ram x 305ram (350ram x 280ram), double columns, 56 lines; a few flourished initials. 

Guild Records 

ST GEORGE'S GUILD 

1 Rules, Regulations, List of Members, etc 
2 Rules, Regulations, List of Members, etc 
3 Rules, Regulations, List of Members, etc 

1441-1517 
1452-1602 
1602-1729 
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1543-4: parchment, 2 membranes, 800ram x 310ram. 1544-5: paper, 4 membranes, 410ram x 
300ram, no entries on dorsos. 1545-6: paper, 4 membranes, 410ram x 300ram, entries on 1,2, 3, 
3d, 4. 1546-7: parchment, 5 membranes, 410ram x 310ram, no entries on dorsos. 1547-8: paper, 
4 membranes, height varies from 320ram to 400ram, width 300ram, dorsos blank. 1547-9: N IO 
Catalogue & label tied on to roll give '1548-49'; actually two rolls; that for 1548-9 not relevant. 

St George's Guild Receivers 'and Treasurers" Accounts 

These so-called 'rolls' are not rolls at all, but simply an unbound paper book of 
forty-seven folios, which has been rolled up. Originally it seems to have consisted of 
twenty-four sheets, folded in half and placed inside one another to form a single 
gathering. The conjunct leaf of folio 1 (ie, f 48) is now missing. 
Two sets of accounts, the receivers' and the treasurers', alternate annually through- 
out the book. 
The Receivers' Accounts record such items as dues payable, gifts and levies from 
members of the company, and routine payments for wages and expenses. Among the 
annual payments are those for the standard-bearer and the bearer of the dragon. 
Perhaps other payments such as those for the repairing of windows, the preparing of 
trestles, the moving of timber, and the perfuming of the hall, were connected with 
the annual feast, but I have included only those which, obviously, have a direct 
bearing on the entertainment at the annual celebrations. 
A large part of the treasurers' accounts are records of members' debts to the 
company, records of payments towards the cost of the annual feast, payments for 
wine and bread, and for the relief of guild members in distress. 
The Receivers' Accounts, from which the entries are taken, run from the feast of 
the Annunciation to the feast of the Annunciation. The Treasurers' Accounts run 
from and to various dates between the middle of June and the end of the first week 
in July. There are no Treasurers' Accounts for 1590-1, but no leaves appear to be 
missing from the book. 

Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, case 8, shelf f; 1581-92; English; paper; 47 leaves (last leaf 
missing); 200ram x 305ram, average 25 long lines; single gathering of 46 plus 1 (f 1 loose); modern 
pencil foliation; fair condition, some discolouration, edges frayed (especially on outside of ff 1, 
47), a few letters torn away on outer margins of ff 12, 23, 40, 47; no decoration, some flourished 
initials; no binding or title. 

St George's Guild Bills and Accounts 

This item is the second of 109 separate bills and accounts, mostly on single sheets of 
widely varying sizes, which have been pasted onto paper and bound - probably in 
the 1950s - into a reddish-brown buckram binder (450mm x 300mm). Several of the 
sheets are undated. The dates run from 1619 to 1689, although the last two sheets 
are '169 (blank).' 
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Norw,ch, Norfolk Record Office, case 8, shelf g; 1619; English; paper; single sheet; 180mm x 
1 lOmm (1 lOmm x 50rnrn); no decoration. 

St George's Guild Inventory 

Norwtch, Norfolk Record Office, case 8, shelf g; 21 April 1550; English, paper, on backing of 
thicker paper(probably 19th c.); single sheet; 575mrn x 280mm (530mm x 180ram), 58 long lines; 
damage at lines 4. 17, 34, 49 where his has been folded horizontally; no decoration. 

lldetnan Clarke 'S Notes on the History of St George's Guild 

Alderman Clarke's notes on St George's Guild (NRO : 8.g) consist of a bundle of ten 
single sheets of paper which vary in size from 400ram x 320ram to 190ram x 
120ram. The latest sheet is dated 30 July 1735;the earliest date to which Clarke re- 
fers is a 'charter granted by Hen. 5th 1424' [an error for 1417]. Five sheets are un- 
dated. 
In addition to the ten sheets, there are eight little 'books,' each of which consists 
of single sheets of about 240mm x 180mm folded in half to form 'books' of 
between four and twelve folios. 
The books contain abstracts and jottings about the history of the guild from its 
beginning as a 'voluntary society' in 1385 to an account of its 'Demolition,' dated 
.\lay 1731. There seems to be no reference to anything relevant, however, which is 
not included in my transcripts of the original documents, and Clarke's transcripts of 
payments to the 'waits,' a 'Draggon bearer & his Man,' '4 Trumpeters,' '5 Whirlers,' 
and "Two Standard bearers,' seem to refer to late seventeenth- or early eighteenth- 
century entries from the books of the guild. 

GROCERS' ACCOUNTS (KIRKPATRICk PAPERS) 

The manuscripts of the antiquary John Kirkpatrick (d. 20 August 1728), preserved 
in thirteen boxes in the Norfolk Record Office, touch on nearly every aspect of the 
life of the city's past. There are notes on the tenure of property in forty-five parishes; 
extracts from the Assembly Minute Books, leer rolls, and various account rolls; notes 
on constables and musters and militia; monuments; the Great Hospital; the kings of 
England from Saxon times; the Tombland fair; the waits; coins, weights, and 
measures; and maps and plans. There is also a fragile and torn book of notes for 
Kirkpatrick's Ecclesiastical History (box 12, file 83). 
The sizes of the papers on which Kirkpatrick made his notes vary almost as much 
as the nature of his material; some small slips of paper measure only about 40ram x 
10ram; some large sheets measure about 600mm x 550mm. Man), entries are 
undated and, apparently, out of harmony with the remainder of the bundles in 
which they find themselves. 
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(early 20th c.) calf spine, paper title on spine: 2nd Chapter Book. 

Dean and Chapter Receivers' (and Treasurers') Account Rolls 

The Receivers' Account Rolls run from 1538 to 1687. There are gaps from: 1545-8; 
1550-4; 1555-6; 1557-8; 1561-2; 1568-9; 1570-4; 1576-7; 1579-80; 1585-6; 
1587-9; 1592-3; 1593-4 (part missing); 1594-7; 1606-7; 1609-12; 1613-14; 1616- 
21;1635-6. From 1621-2 until 1687 the rolls are Receivers' and Treasurers'. After 
1640-1 there are no rolls until 1665. From 1538-45, the rolls are Prebends' 
Receivers' Rolls. The accounts for 1539-40 and 1623-30 are bound into the third 
volume (Liber Tercius) of four Libri Miscellaneorum. The accounts for 1 580-1 and 
1619-46 are in a separate, bound, unfoliated volume. 
The accounts contain records of rents received from rectories, manors, and 
grounds throughout the diocese; salaries of deans, prebendaries, choirmasters, 
singingmen, sacristans, janitors, and other minor officials; payments to carpenters, 
plumbers, and various other workmen; and payments for supplies such as beer, wine, 
bread, and candles. 

Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, R230B; dates run from Michaelmas to Michaelmas; Latin; parch- 
ment (except Roll 46, paper); single columns; entries on dorsos of all membranes; all membranes 
attached at top; original parchment covers sewn on to last membrane of all rolls except Roll 34, no 

wrapper. 
Roll 20, 1563-4: 
Roll 22, 1565-6: 

Roll 26, 1574-5: 
Roll 27, 1575-6: 
Roll 28, 1577-8: 
Roll 29, 1578-9: 
Roll 30, 1580-1: 
Roll 31, 1581-2: 
Roll 32, 1582-3: 
Roll 34, 1584-5: 
Roll 35, 1586-7 : 
Roll 36, 1589-90: 
Roll 37, 1590-1: 
Roll 40 1597-8: 
Roll 41 1598-9: 
Roll 42 1599-1600: 
Roll 43 1600-1: 
Roll 44 1601-2: 
Roll 45 1602-3 : 
Roll 46 1603-4: 
Roll 49 1607-8: 

6 membranes; 800ram x 276mm (64Omm x 276mm) 
6 membranes; vary in size between 800ram x 209ram (710ram x 269mm) 
and 573mm x 277mm (490ram x 277mm); some decorated initials 
8 membranes; 760ram x 280ram (520ram x 280ram) 

9 membranes; 768mm x 
7 membranes; 750ram x 
7 membranes; 660ram x 
7 membranes; 740ram x 
9 membranes; 650ram x 
6 membranes; 740ram x 
6 membranes; 690ram x 
7 membranes; 770ram x 

6 membranes; 830ram x 
5 membranes; 870ram x 
7 membranes; 690ram x 
7 membranes; 790ram x 
7 membranes; 680ram x 
8 membranes; 820ram x 
8 membranes; 790ram x 

290mm (650ram x 
290mm (650ram x 
295mm (570ram x 
295mm (660ram x 
300ram (550ram x 
290ram (660ram x 
285mm (620ram x 
284mm (660ram x 
290ram (730ram x 
299mm (770ram x 
290ram (620ram x 
310ram (690ram x 
300ram (630ram x 
290ram (740ram x 
285mm (690ram x 

290ram) 
290ram) 
295mm) 
295mm) 
300ram) 
290ram) 
285mm) 
284mm) 
290ram) 
299mm) 
290ram) 
310ram) 
300ram) 
290ram) 
285mm) 

7 membranes; 810ram x 280ram (720ram x 280ram) 
13 membranes;410mm x 310ram (380ram x 310ram) 
8 membranes; 600ram x 296mm (530ram x 296mm) 
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Roll 50 
Roll 51 
Roll 52 
Roll 53 
Roll 56 
Roll 57 
Roll 58 

1608-9: 
112-13: 
1614-15: 
1615-16: 
1621-2 : 
1622-3: 
1623-4; 

7 membranes; 630rnrn x 310rnrn (570turn x 310rrnrn) 
6 mernbranes; 660rnrn x 275rnrn (570rnrn x 275mrn) 
7 membranes; 600rnrn x 270rnrn (490rnrn x 270rnm) 
7 membranes; 610rnrn x 270rnrn (540rnrn x 270rrnrn) 
3 membranes; 670rnrn x 280rnrn (610rnrn x 280turn) 
3 membranes; 740rnrn x 300rnrn (670rnrn x 300rnm) 
2 membranes; 700rnrn x 305rnrn (640turn x 305rnrn) 

Dean and Chapter Ledger Books 

Entries in the Dean and Chapter Ledger Books run unbroken from the secularization 
of the monastic cathedral in 1538 to the end of the great depression in 1932. 
If the Chapter Minute Books record the many routine - and, occasionally, not so 
routine - matters which came before the meetings of the chapter, the Ledger Books, 
in a sense, codify the decisions taken. They contain copies of leases issued to tenants 
- especially in Book I when the rearrangement of monastic estates was going on 
between 1538 and 1560. Under the monastic system, different kinds of properties 
had been divided up and allotted to different obedientiaries such as the sacristan, 
cellarer, and almoner. In fact, although there is no overall chronological order, 
different gatherings represent the different groupings and there is a chronological 
order within the groupings themselves. 
All the books contain general regulations about the election of bishops; the insti- 
tution of deans, prebendaries, petty canons, singingmen, vergers, and sextons; 
appointments to livings; annuities and legacies; rents, repairs, and the pulling-down 
of tenements. Book Ix', especially, contains entries on leases and indentures. 
Ledger Book I 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, Q227A; 1538-62; English and Latin; paper; v + 447; 3 lOrnrn x 
205turn (230rnrn x 120rnrn). 35 long lines;irregular gatherings, no signatures or catchwords; 16th c. 
foliation; many loose gatherings, 5 loose blanks at beginmng and loose sheet jottings for 1698, 1723, 
and 1731, some fraying and stains; no decoration, some mildly flourished initials; rnediurn calf 
bndlng with board backing (I7th or 18th c.), frayed and damaged, front cover loose, title (front): 
The first Le ....  Book of the Dean I and Chapter of Norwich; title on spine: LIB I Prirnus. 

Ledger Book 11 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, Q227A c 1559 (main entries begin in 1566)-1731; English and 
Latin paper, ix + 162 + i; 305rnrn x 200rnrn (250mrn x ISOrnrn), average 30 long lines; mainly 
gathered in 8's and 12's, no signatures or catchwords; 16th or 17th c. foliation, (small roman to 
f ix, then arabic), black and brown nks; fair condition, text clear, except for several lines (6?) 
missing from bottom of ff 4-4v; no decoration, some mildly flourished initials; 17th or 18th c. 
loose calf board bnding, damaged and frayed, title (front): The I Second Ledger I book. 

Ledger Book III 
Norwich, Norfolk Record Office, Q227A; 1565-1631; English and Latin; paper; iii + 489 + xv; 
39Ornrn x 27Ornm 32Omm x 210rnrn), average 53 long lines; mainly gathered in 12's and 16's 
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paper; 4 membranes stitched at top; 400ram x 150ram (340ram x 120ram average text area), 
average 50 long lines; continuously written on rectos, dorsos blank; no decoration. 

Miscellaneous 

Regulation for Wait's Instruments 
W.C. Ewing (ed), Notices and Illustrations of the Costume, Processions, Pageantry etc. Formerly 
Displayed by the Corporation of Norwich (Norwich, 1850). 

A Rcards to the Queen's Retinue 
London, College of Arms, W.C. Ceremonies 111 ; 1664; English; paper; ii + 232 + vi; 400ram x 
270ram; collation impossible (tight binding); no decoration; brown leather-covered board covers 
(18th c.?), reheated spine, covers stamped in gold with arms and motto of Sir Edward Walker, 
shelfmark and title on squares of leather (probably from original binding). On flyleaf iir: 
"Collected by Sir William Le Neuel Knight Clarenceux King of Arms l Digested by I Sir Edward 
Walker Knight Garter t Principall King ot Arms. t 1664. 



Editorial Procedures 

Principles of Selection 
It is the historian who has decided for his own reasons that Caesar's crossing of 
that petty stream, the Rubicon, is a fact of history, whereas the crossing of the 
Rubicon by millions of other people before or since interests nobody at all.  
If the historian creates the 'facts' of history, chance is one of the arbiters which has 
decreed which records, from whence 'facts' are drawn, survive. The voluminous 
records of the city of Norwich have been less subject to the providential interference 
of fire and flood than most, and the REED editor can be blast when, for example, 
the hundredth reference to a city wait materializes. Editors labouring with 'envy' in 
'less happier lands,' however, may wish to preserve every fragment and scrap which 
could be connected remotely with dramatic or musical activity. 
The civic ceremonies of Norwich were many, and range from the wait Leonard 
Pitcher's sounding of a single trumpet to announce a single proclamation, to the 
masques, music, orations, and fireworks which went on for six days when the queen 
visited the city in August 1578. For important occasions streets were swept, broken 
windows were mended, doors were repaired, wood for fires was collected, and 
Falstaffian amounts of wine were ordered. The sweeping of streets and mending of 
windows, although undoubtedly given higher priorities when the visits of grandees to 
the city were imminent, are in themselves routine chores, and I have not recorded 
items such as these unless, occasionally, they are necessary to provide a context for 
the entertainment which was planned. On civic occasions such as mayors' feasts, it 
was usual for the waits to play their musical parts, but I have not recorded entries 
about such feasts unless there is documentary evidence that they did so, and then 
only the part of the entry which mentions the waits. 
The Norwich records tell us much about the ubiquitous waits, apart from their 
official and semi-official duties, 2 and sometimes allow us to place them in the wider 
environment of the dates of their births and deaths; their alter egos as tailors, water- 
bailiffs, or innkeepers; their appearances before the courts to answer for their trans- 
gressions; and the pensions which their widows received after their instruments were 
silent. 1 have not recorded such activities, as they were not directly related to the 
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office of wait. I have recorded, however, the numerous repetitive entries for waits' 
liveries and the rents of their houses, because these were part of the perquisites of 
'waiting. '3 
Some of the waits doubled as regular singingmen in the choir of the cathedral, and 
annual payments for their stipends appear in the Dean and Chapter Receivers' 
Accounts. I have not included these payments for performing routine duties, nor 
have I included the general regulations and the patents governing the appointments 
of singingmen. When, however, the waits performed at the cathedral on special 
occasions, as 'city waytes,' I have recorded the performances. 
Strictly speaking, the entries in the Quarter Session Minute Books vl which 
record the appearances of John Bentley, John Singer, Richard Tarlton, and the 
"murderer,' Henry Browne, before the court in the weeks following the 'affray' at the 
Red Lion, are not 'dramatic' and do not qualify for inclusion. I have included them, 
however, because Bentley, Singer, and Tarlton were well-known actors of the 
queen's men, the leading professional company of the day, and, in any case, the 
story of the 'affray' would be incomplete without them. 
It could be argued that the itinerant jugglers, tumblers, and sleight-of-hand men 
and women have little to do with 'legitimate' drama and music, but they were pro- 
fessionals of a sort whose object was to make money and to entertain, so they are 
admitted to the record. I have not admitted, however, the people - mostly local - 
who took part in, and were often punished for, various 'unlawfull games' such as 
cards, dice, and slide-groat, and who frequented bowling alleys. These, I have 
assumed, are 'beyond the fringe.' 
The extent to which an editor selects and rejects, of course, can affect the relative 
significance which the reader may give to certain kinds of entertainment. The 
decision to exclude mayors' feasts, for example, unless the entries contained definite 
evidence of dramatic or musical activity, may give the impression that such events 
were less important and less frequent than they were. Similarly, the inclusion of the 
petty crimes of members of the travelling companies may suggest that they affected 
the life of the city much more than they did. The repetitive entries on the waits' 
houses, although they loom large in this volume, were of little significance in the 
civic scheme of things. 
I have tried to follow certain principles and to be as philosophical about them as I 
could, but I admit that I was sometimes tempted to include entries such as Peter 
Sandlyn's playing the cathedral organ while 'in drinke,' to the exclusion of a few 
waits' houses, although the Sandlyn entry did not conform to my 'principles.' As 
Oliver Edwards once said to Samuel Johnson, 'I have tried too in my time to be a 
philosopher; but I don't know how, cheerfulness was always breaking in. '4 

Dating the Documents 
The entries are arranged chronologically by years which begin on Michaelmas Day 
(29 September) and end on Michaelmas Eve (28 September). As every schoolchild, 
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university student, lawyer, politician, and publisher knows, autumn is the beginning 
of the year, and the further back one goes in history the more the rhythms of the 
seasons rule the lives of the people. Even today, in agricultural counties such as 
Norfolk, when large farming corporations and technological growth have destroyed 
much of the intimate contact between the labourer and the soil, Michaelmas is still 
a time for taking stock, for counting profits and losses, and for planning for the 
spring. Only a few decades ago, the harvest fairs, the thanksgivings in churches filled 
with the fruits of the soil, and the convergence on Norwich of country people with 
pockets laden with earnings of the harvest, permeated the life of the county. 
Compared to the difficulties in choosing 'years' for the dating of the York, 
Chester, and Coventry documents, the records of Norwich present few problems, 
and Michaelmas to Michaelmas - even if we forget the agricultural rhythms - seems 
to be the obvious year to choose. The various guilds of York, Chester, arid Coventry 
had many different accounting years. In this volume, however, the only original 
guild accounts are those of the guild (or company) of St George. The majority of 
the accounts in this volume run from Michaelmas to Michaelmas - the Chamberlains' 
Accounts up to 1614 (about seventy-five per cent of their total), the Foreign 
Receivers' Accounts, the St George's Guild Surveyors' Accounts, and the Dean and 
Chapter Receivers' Accounts. The Chamberlains' Accounts from 1616 s and the St 
George's Guild Receivers' Accounts 6 run from Our Lad), (25 March) to Our Lad)', 
and the Clavors' Accounts from June to June. The entries in the Foreign Receivers' 
Accounts, the Clavors' Accounts i (1550-1601 ), and in all the other documents, 
with very few exceptions, are dated by day, month and )'ear, so there is no difficult)" 
about deciding to which year the)" belong. The only problems are with those few 
accounts whose accounting )'ears do not run from Michaelmas to Michaelmas and 
which are also not dated by day and month. For the period from 25 March to 28 
September, therefore, the Chamberlains' Accounts from 1616 and the St George's 
Guild Receivers' Accounts belong to the accounting )'ear following the )'ear of the 
editorial heading. For the period from about 18 June v to 28 September the Clavors' 
Accounts belong to the accounting year following the year of the editorial heading. 
An entry in the Clavors' Book 1, for example, dated 22 July 1584 and under the 
editorial heading 1583-4, belongs to the Clavors' accounting ),ear 1584-5. Accounts 
which are dated by year only are entered under the Michaelmas to Michaelmas year. 
All dates in the entries themselves, of course, and in the editorial headings are Old 
Style (according to the Julian Calendar). Dates between 1 January and 24 March, 
however, conform to the modern practice of a calendar year's beginning on 1 
January. Thus 4 February 1578, for example, would be 4 February 1579 in an edi- 
torial heading. Dating by regnal years in the documents has been converted to actual 
calendar years. 
The above section on the dating of the documents is concerned with general 
policies and problems. Specific points are discussed in the descriptions of the indi- 
vidual documents or, where appropriate, in the endnotes. 
I can only hope that, as a result of my dating policy, I shall not have to retreat 
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Evans, l 7th Century Norwich, pp 63-4. 
See Evans, pp 88-96, 102-4, 105 ff. 
Elton, p 113. 
fan Dunn and Helen Sutermeister, Tl, e Norwich Guildhall, p 15. 
Wallace Notestein, The English People on the Eve o] Colonization, 1603-1630 (New 
York, 1962; repr. 1965), pp 149-50. 
Twelfth Nigtt, I I l.ii. 31-2. All Shakespeare quotations in this edition are cited from 
G. Blakemore Evans (ed), The Riverside St_,akespeare (Boston, 1974). 
Later, Browne 'conformed' and spent forty-two years (1591-1633) as rector of 
Achurch-cum-Thorpe Waterville in Northamptonshire. Perhaps, however, his non- 
conforming instincts survived, because when he was over eighty he came to blows 
with the parish constable and behaved so obstinately before a magistrate that he was 
sent to Northampton jail where he died. He did live, of course, to see groups of 
congregationalists establish themselves in New England. 
Elton, p 297. 
Kenninghall is twenty miles southwest of Norwich. 
Neville Williams, All the Queen's Cien, pp 126-7. 
William Camden, The tlistorie of the Most High, Mighty, and Ever-glorious Empresse, 
Elizabeth: or, Annalles o fall such remarkable things as happened during her blest 
raigne over her kingdomes of England and Ireland (London, 1625), Book 2, p 300. 
Williams, All the Queen's Men, p 125. 

The Government of the City 

Anyone who writes on almost any aspect of the history of the city of Norwich will 
almost certainly be indebted to William Hudson's and J.C. Tingey's edition of The 
Records of the City of Norwich, and I am no exception. I have relied heavily, also, 
on W.L. Sachse's excellent introduction to his edition ofllinutes of the Norwict. 
Court of Mayoralty, 1630-1631, and on the first three chapters of John T. Evans' 
discriminating survey of Seventeenth-Century Norwich. Two unpublished theses by 
John F. Pound are essential reading for anyone who wishes to study the social and 
economic history of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Norwich in detail: a master's 
thesis on 'The Elizabethan Corporation of Norwich' and a doctoral thesis on 
'Government and Society in Tudor and Stuart Norwich, 1525-1675.' The appearance 
of his book on the social and economic history of seventeenth-century Norwich will 
make much of this material more easily available. A. Hassell Smith's County and 
Court: Government and Politics in Norfolk, 1558-1603, although not specifically 
concerned with the Norwich city government, is valuable reading for anyone who 
wishes to study the subject, because it places that government in the broader 
perspective of the politics and government of Norfolk as a whole, in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and discusses the interaction of local and national politics and administration. 
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Plays, Players, and Other Entertainment 

The nave of the Blackfriars Church measures about 125 x 70 feet, and the chancel, 
which became the chapel of the common hall and is now called the Blackfriars Hall, 
measures about 100 x 33 feet. Audiences of over 2,000 people have attended music 
festivals in St Andrew's l tall in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The 
,\ssembly Chamber of the Guildhall measures about 36 x 30 feet, but, although the 
Guildhall as a whole was small compared with the Blackfriars buildings, it was very 
large for its time. For a succinct history of the Blackfriars buildings, see Helen 
Sutermeister, Tl,e Norwich Blackfriars, and for a similar history of the Guildhall, see 
Dunn and Sutermeister, Tbe Norwich Guildhall. 
See endnote to PRO: KB29/219 robs 150-2, pp 394-5. 
See endnote to NRO: 16.a p 450, p 395. 
See endnote to NRO: 21.f f [6v], p 391. Mayors' Court Books v, p 4 (19 May 1540), 
notes that Thomas Nicholas gave 'to the cominaltie his pageant called the moremayd,' 
but this statement may simply mean that Nicholas donated a pageant wagon with a 
canvas figure of a mermaid. It does not, 1 think, imply that he arranged for a pageant 
to be staged. 
The text of Knevet's "play' of 1,800 lines is printed in The Shorter Poems of Ralph 
Knevet, ,! Critical Edition, Amy M Charles (ed) (Columbus, Ohio, 1966). Amy 
Charles calls it 'an occasional piece whose high spirits, charm, and humor reflect its 
author's intention of suiting it to the occasion for which it was written.' It 'recounts 
the misfortunes and intrigues of shepherds and shepherdesses named for flowers 
appropriate to their characters, and thus complements the interests of the Florists 
for whose feast it was intended. It is the freshest, most winsome of Knevet's writings 
and despite the marks of haste, conveys a sense of spontaneity andjoie de vivre not 
lound in the others' (pp 24-5). 
There appears to be no external evidence in the Norwich records of the existence 
o1 Knex et's floral piece, nor an)" evidence of the existence of a society of florists at 
this time. Norwich, however, even in the seventeenth century, was noted for its 
gardens, and a floral festival would certainly be in keeping with the character of the 
city. 
Bolingbroke, 'Players in Norwich,' p 6. 
See Appendix 2, pp 247-330. 
They played in Exeter in 1556-7 (Murray, EDC, vol 2, pp 59--60), in Great Yarmouth 
in 1556-7 (David Galloway and John Wasson (eds), 1sc AI (Oxford, 1980-1), p 14), 
and in Ipswich in 1557-8 (W.W. Greg (ed),,sc H, Part  (Oxford, 1931), p 261). 
Thomas lloward, Fourth Duke of Norfolk, p 45. 
These are probably the royal company of players of interludes, which began in the 
reign of Henry v (see Chambers, FS, vol 2, pp 77-85). Chambers (p 81) writes that 
'the glamour of the King's badge doubtless added to the liberality of the company's 
reception in many a monastery, country mansion, and town hall.' 
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11 There are no payments to players in the Chamberlains' Accounts betveen 1567 and 
1580, of course, because the accounts are missing for those years The largest 
number of visits recorded in one year is seven - in 1584-5 and 1609-10. 
12 The Chamberlains' Accounts, for example, record payments to the Lady Elizabeth's 
company between 1612-13 and 1621-2, but from the Court Books we gather that 
the company was in Norwich every year between 1613-14 and 1623-4, with the 
exception of 1617-18; in fact they were in Norwich twice in 1619-20. 
13 Bentley, JCS, vol 2, p 614. 
14 Chambers, ES, vol 2, p 106. 
15 The Clavors' Accounts record three payments between 1540 and 1583 which are not 
in the Chamberlains' Accounts - to Lord Brayes' players (8 December 1550), to the 
marquis of Dorset's players (8 December 1550), and to Lord Ambrose Dudley's 
servants (8 January 1564). Between 1563-4 and 1586-7 there are over two dozen 
payments to players in the Dean and Chapter Receivers' Accounts, and about a 
dozen between 1566-7 and 1579-80 - the period in which the Chamberlains' 
Accounts are missing. It is impossible to determine the exact number because some 
of the payments are simply to 'the servants of various magnates.' 
16 Most ot the palace was pulled down in 1711, and what was left disappeared in the 
late 1960s to make way for a multi-story car park. For a discussion of the duke's 
powerful influence in the city and in the county of Nortblk, see Hassell Smith, 
Count), and Court, pp 21-44. 
17 For the sake of convenience I use the word 'entertainers' to mean any performers 
who were not musicians or stage-players, although, of course, I realize that the edges 
of the definition are blurred and that a person could be a musician, stage-player and 
entertainer rolled into one. 
18 David Cook and F.P. Wilson (eds), ,tsc t t (Oxford, 1961 (1962)), p 144. For infor- 
mation about the Peadle family, see Bentley, JCS, vol 2, pp 521-3. 

The Music Makers 

'Some of the Waits ... resided in King Street, in tenements on lease from the City in 
the latter part of the sixteenth century and the earlier part of the seventeenth 
century. Their tenements were part of those known as the Suffragan's Tenements, 
which were on the west side of the street, extending from Queen Street to Bank 
Street. The Suffragan's Tenements were so called because they were built by a 
suffragan bishop, John Underwood, who was suffragan to Bishop Nix. In 1536 he 
leased the property to the City for 99 years at a pepper-corn rent. The houses ... 
were demolished in 1883 for the purpose of widening the street' (George A. Stephen, 
'The Waits of the City of Norwich,' p 60). 
Francis Bacon, "Of Masques and Triumphs,' Tbe Essa)/es or Counsels. Civill attd 
Morall, of Francis Lord Verulam, Viscount St. Alban (London, 1625;STC: 1147), 
p224. 
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checking the three registered copies against their originals, and I am grateful to the 
Norfolk Record Office for allowing me to examine the rather fragile original will of 
John Carr (o .w./247). 

Editorial Procedures 

Edward Hallett Carr, II'bat is History? The George A1acaula), Trevel),an Lectures 
Delivered in tbe University of Cambridge, Jamtary-Marcb 1961 (London, 1961 ), 
pp 5-6. 
See above, pp xxxvii-xliii. 
A widow's pension, of course, was a 'perquisite' of her husband's 'waiting,' but I 
have drawn the line when the wait could no longer perform his earthly duties. 
Boswell, Life of Johnson, 17 April 1778, p 957. In keeping with REED policy, I have 
not searched collections of family papers, of which there are several in the Norfolk 
Record Office. The Norfolk Record Society has already published The 
Correspondence of Lady Katherine Paston, 1603-1627, Ruth Hughey (ed), vol 14 
(London, 1941); TbeKnyvett Letters (1620-1644), Bertram Schofield (trans and ed), 
vol 20 (London, 1949); and The Papers of N, lthaniel Bacon o]Stif]key, ['olume 1, 
1556-1577, A. Hassell Smith, Gillian M. Baker, and R.W. Kenny (eds), vol 46 
(London, 1978 and 1979). It has also published The Letter Book of John Parkburst, 
Bishop of Norwich, Compiled During the l'ears 1571-5, R.A. Houlbrooke (ed), vol 
43 (London, 1974 and 1975), the s of which is in Cambridge University Library 
(Ee.ii. 34). 
The accounts from Michaelmas 1614 to Our Lady 1616 form a single accounting 
'year' (see p xlviii). 
The St George's Guild Receivers' Accounts alternate annually with the Treasurers' 
Accounts which run from June/July to June/July (see p lxv), but there are no 
relevant entries in the Treasurers' Accounts. 
The accounting year sometimes begins and ends a few days earlier or later - and 
occasionally up to two weeks later (see p Iv) - than 18 June, but 18 June is the 
most frequent date. 
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RECORDS OF EARLY ENGLISH DRAMA 



Symbols 

A 
.\C 
EDC 
ES 
.ICS 
MCB 
.\1 SC 
PRO 
[1 

Antiquarian Compilation 
Antiquarian Collection of material from diverse sources 
Etglish Dramatic Compaies 
Elizabetha Stage 
Jacobea azd Carol#e Stage 
Mayors' Court Books 
Malone Society Collections 
Public Record Office 
(after folio, page, or membrane number) see endnote 
lost or illegible letters in the original 
cancellation in the original 
a blank in the original where writing would be expected 
matter in the original added in another hand 
matter in the original written abm'e the line 
matter in the original written below the line 
caret mark in the original 
ellipsis of original matter 
change of folio or membrane in passages of continuous prose 
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Tryvmphis 

Seynt lamys 
day 

The next day 

f72" 

ooo 
Item for a botfull of sedge for strowyng of the bothe and 
Gameplace 
Item. to ij men yat wachyd the bothe ij nyghtes 

viij d 
viij d 

f72v 
ooo 
Item to iij men wherof ij kept the gate of ye game place 
and the iij d kept the buttry xij d / and for ther dyners 
and suppers yat day xij d 
.oo 
Item paid for newe canvas for ij apurns for the ij Gyantes 
ij s ij d for peyntyng of them xvj d / for peyntyng of Mary 
Gorgeyn ij s and to iij men ),at bare them xij d allwhich 
went yat same day by commandment 

ijs 

vj svj d 

1o 

15 

LiberAlbus NRO: 17.b 
f 172v* (3 lay 1543) 
The order of the procession of occupacions on Corpus 
christi daye ffrom the comon hall by Cutlerrowe aboute 
the market by holter and so directly to theseid hall 

col a 

In primis Smythes tylers Masonz & Iyrnebrenners with ther ij baners 

Carpenters gravours loyners Sawers sevemakers bowers 
ffletchers whelewightes & basketmakers 
Reders Cleymen redesellers & Carters 
Bochers glovers parchemynmakers 
Tanners 
Cordwaners Coryours coblers & colerrnakers 
Wollenweuers lynen Weuers ffullers shermen & 
wolchapmen 
Couerlightweuers dornyxweuers & girdelers 
Bakers bruers lnnekepers vynteners Coupers & Cokes 

I baner 
I baner 
1 baner 
I baner 
I baner 

ij baners 
I banere 
1 banere 

2O 

25 

3O 

35 

5 / ij nyghtes: St James Da3 and the day following 
28 / wzth ther ij banersadded zn space between cois a and b 
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Rewardes 

&yd. 
Charges off the 
procession & 
other 

Item ther was govyn to the sayd players in reward x s of the 
whyche was gatherd of Master Mayer and his brothern 
ij s x d and so was paid by the accomptant [vij s x d] vj s j d 
Item gaf to the prynces players the xviij day of novembyr 
in reward bycause yat Mr Mayer hadeno leyser to se 
them playe iij s iiij d 

St George's Guild Surveyors'Account Rolls N RO: 8.f 
single rob* 
Off Whiche the seid accomptauntes haue payed withyn the tyme 
of this accompte thes Sommes off money that is to Saye to the 
Georg ffor his ffee & labor ffyndyng hym selff x s. and payd to 
the standerd berer ffor his ffee & labor ffyndyng hym Selff ij s. 
vj d. and payed to the ij ffotemen to the Georg ffyndyng them 
selffes vj s. viij d. and paid to the ffoteman of the Margaret xij d. 
and payd to the berers of the barter 'viij d. 1 & dragon fij s. 1 ij s. 
viij d. and payd ffor gloves ffor the Georg & his compenye xix d. 
and to Nicolson ffor trymmyng of ij horses ffor the Georg & 
[dragon] Margaret ij s. and payed ffor Shoez & gloves ffor the 
Margaret xij d. and paid ffor Rebondes & laces ffor the margaretes 
horse & for the dragon xij d. and paid for wyne goven to haue an 
horse ffor the Margaret viij d. and ffor an horse ffor the Georg & 
a man attendyng vpon the horse ffor bothe dayez [xviij d.] 
xxiij d. Probatum 
Summa [xxx s. vij d.] xxxj s. [vij d.l 
and paid to the berets of the halywater stoppe Crosse 
candelstyckes Canapie braunche ij ludaces & torches xviij d. 
and payd ffor hauyng of aubes halywaterstoppe Crosse & 
Candelstykkes ij s. and to the Sexten ffor Rynging ij s. and paid 
for dressing of the aulter & kepyng therof xvj d. and paid to Rud 
& other clerkes ffor kepyng of the procession ij s. and paid to 
Robert ffen ffor ffyndyng the iij angelles xij d. and paid ffor the 
offeryng of the Georg & Margaret bothe dayez iij d. and paid 
to iiij bedemen on the yeldedaye viii d. and paid to the gilde 
prest & xxij other prestes kepyng the obyte viii s. and paid to 
Pigge ffor lyghtes to the obyte ij s. iij d. and ffor makyng of ij 
ludaces the braunche & precessionalles xij d. and ffor makyng of 
iiij tapers iiij Candelles & (blank) torches & ffor waxe therto ffor 
the obytes xiiij d. and paid ffor horse mete j daye & j nyght iiij d. 
and paid to ffen ffor 
Summa xxiij s. vj d. 
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enterludes 

Payementes 

nora xix d. 

33 s. [ lOd.I 
2d. 
Procession & 
other charges 

sussex players bycause Master Mayer I And hys brothern 
war at no leyser to se them playe and also the Cornon 
halle at yat tyme occupyed with the Kynges Greyne 
Item gaf in reward to my lord prynces players playeng an 
Interlude vpon ye Assencion Day in Master Castyldens 
place byfore Master Mayer & his brothern and certen 
Comyners 

VS 

vj s viij d 

St George's Guild Surveyors' Account Rolls N R O: 8.f 
single mb 
Off Whiche the seid accomprauntes haue payd Withyn the tyme 
of this accompte thes Sommes of money ffoloweng that is to 
Saye to the Georg ffor hys flee & labor ffyndyng hym selff x s. 
and to the Standerd berer ffor his flee & labor ffyndyng hym 
selff ij s vj d. and to the ij ffotemen of the Georg ffyndyng them 
selffes vj s. viii d. and to the ffoteman of the Margaret xij d. and 
to the berets of the baner tviij d.' & dragon tij s.' ij s. viij d. and 
ffor gloves ffor the Georg & his compenye xix d. and to a Sadeler 
ffor trymmyng of ij horses ffor the Georg & Margaret ij s. and 
ffor shoes & gloves ffor the margaret xij d. and paid ffor 
Rebondes ^ tpoyntes  & laces ffor the Margaretes horse & ffor 
the dragon fxix d. 1 and ffor wyne goven to haue an horse ffor 
the Margaret & ffor an horse ffor the fxxj d. 1 Georg ij s. v d. and 
to aman attendyng vpon the horse ffor bothe dayes iiij d. and 
paid ffor horsemete ffor the Georges & margaretes horse bothe 
dayes xvij d. 
Summa xxxiij s. ij d. probata 
And also payd to the berers of the halywater stoppe Crosse 
Candilstikkes Canapie braunche ludaces & torches xviij d. and 
paid ffor tohaue albis Crosse Candelstykkes & holywaterstoppe 
tyme of procession ij s. and to the Sexten ffor Ryngyng ij s. and 
paid ffor dressing [xij d.] %iij d. 1 the aulter & kepyng qiij d? 
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15/I of ffoloweng written over r 
22 / Margarett added in margin in much later hand 
25 / wyne goven underlined 
35 / xij d., viii d., iiij d. underlined 
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Payementes 

xxj s. x d. 
xxix s. iiij d. 

Procession & 
other charges 

Item gaf in reward to Master byrde scolemaster of the 
Gramar scole for his scolers playeng an Interlude in the 
chappell of the Comon halle the sonday after Twelth Day 

xs 

f250 

Item gaf in reward on the sonday beyng sent lamys Evyn to 
certen spanyardes and ytalyans who dawnsyd antyck(.) & 
played dyuerse proper bayne ffeetes at the Comon Halle 
byfore Master mayer and the Cominalte xiij s iiij d 
Item for a fferkyn of bere for them & oyers ix d 
Item to dyuers men yat removyd the tabylles trusty, lies 
& ffourmes & set them ageyn whan all thynges was don iiij d 

St George's Guild Surveyors' Account Rolls N R O: 8 .f 
mb 3 

Off Whiche theseid accomptauntes haue payed Withyn the tyme 
of this accompte thes sommes off money ffolowyng that is to 
saye to the Georg ffor his flee & labor ffyndyng hym selff x s. 
and to the Standerd beret ffor his flee and labor ffyndyng 
hym selff ij s. vj d. To the ij ffotemen of the Georg ffyndyng & 
trymmyng them Selffes vj s. viii d. To the Margaret ffor her shoez 
& gloves xij d. and to her ffooteman ffor his labor xij d. To the 
berets of the baner & dragon ij s. viii d. To a Sadeler ffor 
trymmyng of ij horses ffbr the Georg & Margaret ij s. ffor 
Rebondes laces & poyntes ffbr the same horses ^ %iij d.' ffor the 
hier of ij horses ffor the George & Margaret ij s. ffor horsemete 
vj d. ffbr gloves ffor the Georg & his compeny ij s. ij d. To a man 
attendyng to the horses bothe dayes iiij d. and to a woman 
attendyng vpon the Margaret iiij d. 
Summa xxxj s. x d. probatur 
Also payd to the berets of the halywaterstoppe Crosse 
Candelstykkes the braunche Iudaces iiij torches & canopye 
xviij d. and paid ffor xv albis ffor the berets of the premysses 
tyme off procession ij s. [iiij d.] to the Sexten ffor Ryngyng ij s. 
To hughson ffor keping of the awter iiij d. To ffenne ffor settyng 

3 / sonday after -l'welth Day: 9January 35 / in marginalia xxix s. iiij d. underlined 
39 / ffenne ritten in later in space left blank 
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Item twoo cootes of St Thomas 
worsted for the henchemen 
Item a covering for a peir of 
brekenders of crymesen veluette 
wit/., White hedded nayle 
ltcm a coote of white satten and 
redde tewke wit/., a roode 
Item a lackette of fustyan with a 
redde crosse 
Item a horse harnes of blak 
veluet with bokylles of copper & 
gilte, and a bytte to the same 
lente to the George 
Item a horse harneis of redde 
veluet with barres of copper and 
gylte, wit/., out a bytte, with a 
fether therto for a george 
Item a horse harnes for the lady 
of Crymesen veluet and fflowers 
of golde widout a bytte, 
Item a Banner cloth stayned and 
garnysshed wiU9 redde dammaske, 
and v knoppes of sylke, and a 
banner staff therto 
Item an olde banner and a staffe 
therto belonging not ille 
Item a standerd clothe of white 
sylke wttb a redde crosse and a 
spere hedde with the staff and a 
great bastarde sworde 
Item j skutchens with St Georges 
crosse the chaundelor have 
twoo of them 
Item ij skutchens with the kynges 
armes and the pongarnet 
Item fowre skutchens of sylver 
for the iiij bedemen for obbittes 
the surveyors haue them in their 
keping them selves 
Item a skutchen of sylver for the 
beddell in your owne keping 
Item a skutchen of sylver for the 

Twolman 

R Mastersham 

L Soterton 

Mr Fletcher 

L Soterton 

Mr fletcher 

Mr Rogers 
R Mastersham 

ff wolmer 

solde for 

iiij s iiij d 

VS 

ijs 

v s viij d 

vj s viij d 

xij svj d 

xl s 
xvj d 

iij s iiij d 

vjd 
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banner berer it is with Cooke 
Item a Draggonne 
Item a doblet of lerkyn fashon of 
Crymesen veluet 
Item a gowne of tawny velvet 
with wyde sleves of redde veluet, 
and a plackarde therto belonging 
Item ij grene cootes of satten for 
the henchemen 
Item a helmehette of latten 
Item a box with evydences vj of 
the lande & howses 
Item ij candelstyckes and certen 
waxe xj li henry allon barbor 
Item a greate Massebooke of 
parchemyn 
Item a vestymente of grene 
dammaske with all that long therto 
Item a vestement of Crymesen 
veluet with all that long therto / 
Item a belle in the Chamberleyns 
custody 

Edward Sellers 

Mr Fletcher 
Twolman 
Mr Quasshe 

R Mastersham 

Twolman 
Twolman 

xiij s iiij d 

xl s 
xij s viii d 
iijs iiij d 

ij svj d 

viij s iiij d 
xviij s x d 

1o 

15 

20 

St George's Guild Inventory N R O: 8 .g 
single sheet (21 April 1550) (Goods sold) 

Impr/mis a vestyment of blak velvet with all thinges 
therto belonging xvj s 
Item a Doublet of ffustyan with redde Damaske sieves iiij s 
Item a lerken of Crymmesen velvett v s ij d 
Item a cappe of Russet velvet xvj d 
Item a coote Armor of white Dammaske with a 
redde crosse vii s viii d 
Item an Apern of fyne Male with. ij gorgettes and 
a gorget iij s iiij d 
Item ij cootes of satten of bridges for the for the 
henchemen of white & redd v s vj d 
Item ij cootes of St Thomas worsted for 
the henchemen iiij s iiij d 
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Item a 
Item a 
Item a 
Item a 

covering for a peire of brekenders v s 
lacket of white ffustyan with a redde crosse ij s 
horse [har(...)] harneis of black velvet v s viij d 
(...)se harneis of redde veluet vj s viii d 

Item a horse harneis for the margaret of 
crvmesen velvet xij s vj d 
Item a Banner clothe stayned in the staffe xl s 
Item an old banner and a Staffe therevnto xvj d 
Item a Standerd clothe of white sylke a sperehed & a 
bastard , [sworde] iij s iiij d 
Item vj Skutchens with St George crosse vj d 
Item a Doublet of lerken fasshon of 
cr} mmesen veluet xiij s iiij d 
Item a gowne of tawney velvet with wyde sieves of 
red velvett & a plakord xl s 
Item ij grene cootes of Satten for the ttenchemen xij s viij d 
Item a helmette of latten iij s iiij d 
Item a greate Masebooke of Parchemyn ij s vj d 
Item a vestmente of crymeson velvet witb all that 
long therto viii s iiij d 
Item a Bell in the Chamberleyns Custodye xviij s x d 
Sum of thenventary 
of the goodes sold xj li iij s iiij d 

lO 

15 

2o 

1550-1 
Clavors'Accounts ! NRO: 18.d 
f 52 (8 December 1550) (Payments) 
Item to Mr Stywarde for the rewarde of my lorde Brayes 
players gyven to them in the absence of Mr Mayour by the 
same Mr Stywarde 

f 52v (8 December 1550) 

the day and yere beforewritten payed also out of thamper 
to Mr Mayor for a rewarde by him gyven to my lorde 
Marques dorset players being here within the Cittie 

vj s viii d 

vj s viij d 

25 
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maiore &c. Et Recognouerunt se debere domine Regine videlicet 
prefatus Willelmus pro seipso x li. et vterque dictorum Ricardi 
et Mathei v li &c soluendos &c Cure condicione &c. quod ipse 
idem Willelmus persona!iter comparebit coram Maiore &c pro 
tempore existent/de tempore in tempus vsque festum Sancti 
michaelis Archangeli proximum futurum ad Respondendum super 
hijs que sibi obicientur Et interim se bene [gere] geret erga 
dominam Reginam et cunctum populum suum. Et nisi fecerit 
&c. Tunc concedunt. &c. 

p 354 (9June 1554) 
This daye Robert Gold was sett vppon the pillorye and his eare 
nayled to the same for devysing of vnfitting songes against the 
quenes ma/estie 

Interrogatories and Depositions ! N RO: 12.a (box 1) 
ff 130-1" (20May 1554) 

1o 

15 

20 

lames Wharton of Estwynche in the countye of Norffolk Mynstrell, 
! seruante to the righte honnourable the lorde Russell examyned 
the [xLx th ] rxxt day 1 of Maye in the first yere of the reign of our 
souereign Lady Mary by the grace of god Quene of England 
ffraunce and Ireland defendor of the feith and in earth vnder god 
cheif heade of the church of England and Ireland / Before Henry 
Crooke Mayor of the cittye of Norwich Thomas Marsham 
Augusten Styward Richard davy ,, 'herry Bawn' lohn Balle, 
Alexander Mather Aldermen of the same Cittye, and lohn 
Corbette Esquyer touching certen vnfitting songes vnreverentely 
'supposid to be' song at the seid Cittye the tenth daye of Maye 
last passed; by [i] ij of the seide lames apprentyces called 
[Robert] 'Rauf' Grene and Robert Marche against the Masse 
and the godly procedinges of the Catholike faythe of the churche, 
touching t herein the homnor and dignytie of the Quenes highnes 
. 'onor' seid Souereign Lady, '[as] vppon' Whiche examynac/on 
r& his answer to the same' the seid examynate Isaith thatt he ne 
yet his seid apprentyces did not sing eny suche vnfitting songes, 
r 'to his knowlege' And further requyrd if [t]he[y] had eny bookes 
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Item to the v waytes for their paynes at that tyme 
in rewarde 

iij s iiij d 

This paggeaunte 
as doone be the 
aightes off the 
Cytte of Norwich 

,llayor's Book of Oaths NRO: 17.b 
pp 139-43" (June 1556) 

There was a skaffowllde made at Sainte Peters of Howndegate 
cherche styelle Rownnde Lyke a pavyllioun Richelie adorned full 
of targettes with A morien on the toppe staunding naked with a 
targett and a greate darte in his haunde within the wbich stoode 
an aumcyente personnage whoo represennted Tyme having the 
speche to the Mayor as he cam forby followinge the procession as 
ffolloweth 

The brutes of fame to me remaine for to disclose at Large 
My dawghter trewth Apperethe playne in euery course of Age 

col a 

The Auncyent vsse and coustome then 
at Roome hathe been of owllde 
to Reverenns all soche wourthie men 
As dyd ther weallthe vpphollde 

Ther glorie & ther fame was faire 
tyll fortune tourned herr wayes 
whenn wourthie Men defrauded werr 
of theire deserved praysse 

But what of Roomme sythe yow haue browghte 
whos vertewes doethe Excell 
A man in whom what grace hathe wrowghte 
Vnnethe Mye tonnge can tell 

Suche one whome nature so did frame 
To seeke the peoples heallthe 
goodwill and wisdoomme tawhte ye same 
To Awgmennt the commonn wealthe 

10 

15 

2o 

25 

3o 

35 

1 / at that tyme: St Quentin "s triurnpb 



NORWICH 1556-7 39 

A man that well deserueth I saye 
of highe and Lowe degree 
hys Lyberall porte hathe bene your stay 
In Somme Adversetye 

His travayle aye thous do ye fynde 
where he may yow Avayle 
I Tyme his Actes shall bringe to mynde 
tyll all dekay & ffayle 

col b 

Whose vertues shine to geve yow light 
whose treuthe assurethe hym so 
that neither Loue nor enveous might 
his faith cann make forgoe 

Watt showld I boste his worthi lieffe 
or counte from whens he camme 
his dedes his giftes his vertews riffe 
declare his famous name 

Embrace therfore ye ellders all 
where wisdomme doethe abide 
this man whome ye elect do call 
this yere to be your guyd 

And pray that he may longe Indure 
an happi lieffe too Leede 
your Cytte so may haue a suer 
& faithfull frennd at neede 

Compounde be Mr Boucke Skoolemaster i 

There was in the parrisshe of St Iohns a greate pageannt stonndinge 
betwene Mr persses and Richarde Bates wbichwas like a greate 
Castell with a greate gate thervnder like a Cytte gate & ouer the 
gate a greate Castell with towers made for Armes of the Cyttye & 
ye lyonn being cowched vnder the gate & vppon euery tower a 
Morrian with his darte & his targett & at the castell gate stoode A 
perssonage Richelie apparreilled like an orrator who had thes 
wordes followinge to ye Mayor which after he had spoken / he gaue 
ye verses followinge in paper foulde in a stycke of cannell with 
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Rosemary & gyllevers gylte & so passinge throwghe the Gate all ye 
greate ordennans with a grete nombre of chambers wer shott offe/ 

Alhayle wourthye Counsull condinnglie Electe 
This Cyttye to gouerne to Rule and protecte / 
in suche coomlye order as doethe Appertaine 
All visse to abanndonn and vertewe maintayne / 

Vour Lanterne must shyne suche Lighte for to make 
As others of yow good Exaumple maye take / 
fere god and serue hym, Cawsse others do the same 
The neclegence wherof deseruethe greate blame 

Prouyde for the poore that lmpotennte bee 
As Charryte maye moue yow theire nede when ye see 
for who so the hungrie and thirstie shall feede 
God will rewarde him, seven follde for his deede / 

Cause yoothe to be trayned and seasoned in Tyme 
in vertew and Labour from synne vice and Cryme 
But when men be Careles and soffer yowthe stylle 
The Cyttie ys plaged in wreke of soche eavelle 

Cause euery man walke according to his callinge 
In quiet and conncorde withowte strieffe or brawlinge 
for smalle things by Loue & concorde Increase 
And greate things by discorde & mallise shall seace 

Geue not your sentence, for mede or for feare 
when wisdome hathe tryed Lette lustice appere 
lndefferent to all menn as yow shall parceyve 
ttis cause to Inquire, trewe Iudgement to have 

Se that your affection geue place vnto reasonn 
Leste flatterie dant yow in wourkinge his treasonn 
so shall this wealle pieblicke f]orisshe as A Rose 
when ye shall allthings bye wysdome dispose 

To Councell the wise, to folley yt soundethe 
for whatt nedethe councell where wisdome aboundeth 
Therfore to conclude take this Simple tokenn 
The better to remembre thos thinges I haue spokenn 
quod Bucke I 
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There was a pageaunte standinge in ye parrishe of St Andrews 
against will/am barkhams Richelie apparrelled wherin was an 
orratour & lower younge Maydes Richelie apparreilled who 
represennted the lower Carnall vertews & the orratour begonne 
with thes sentences followinge to the said Mayor & after they 
had all spokenn the orratour againe to the said Mayor & 
presented him with A braunche with a Roll of their declaracionn 
clad in A braunche of Rosemarye / 

As soone As fame her trummpe had blownne 
Wythe loifull sounde vn to this Townne 
to all Estates to haue ytt knownne 
A wourthie wighte off good Renownne 
by grave aduysse and vertues choisse 
of hyghe and Lowe had wonne the voysse 

To haue the seate and rulinge Chaire 
As he of All they thoughte Moste ffytte 
to gouerne them and bee their Mayor 
and of theire cawsse as ludge to sytte 
suche prouffe theye bade yat they him thowghte 
the meteste manne that cowllde be soughte 

Wee thoughte yt thenn that wee wer bounde 
to seeke him owte wher so hee bee 
and howe we trouste that wee haue founde 
eaven yow Hym sellffe suche hope haue wee 
geue eare therfore I humblie praye 
and Here the woordes thay haue to saye 

These fower here as thay doo stannde 
presente them selves on yow too waighte 
thay shalbe Allwaie at yowre hannde 
and guyde yow safe in wayes full straighte 
yf yow keepe them no kinde of power 
cann dommaige at annye owre 

sequitur Prudentia I 
Prudentia 
1 am a vertewe that Prudence highte 
amonnge the goode hadde so in pryce 
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I maye nott be owghte off your seighte 
All thinge woorke yow by mine advice 
for wannte of me yf you doo varrye 
in that attempte you shall miskarrye 
by me you shall all things ffore see 
and woorke therin the soundeste waie 
Reffuse me not for 1 am shee 
thatt will yow serue bothe nighte and daie 
now speke the reste & shewe cawsse whie 
yow too Receyve he not dennye 

I0 

lustitia 
Too suche as vertew hathe Assigned 
To sytte as ludge in annye cawsse 
allthoughe yt growe by the vnkinde 
or els parhapps by doubtfull Lawes 
withowte my lore yf they geue domme 
thai ar vnwourthie off ther Roome 
my name ys lustice I am shee 
withe you to dwell I haue dessire 
for this 1 know that yow ar hee 
doo wisshe to woorke as I requyre 
therfore 1 meane for good and I11 
at all assaies to serue yow styli 

fortitudo 
Withe owte me well yow cannot be 
and passe suche stormes as yow maie finde 
for yow shall knowe that 1 am she 
that Cleped ys the hardie mynde 
to doo thos things that righte allowe 
thoughe might gainsaie with frowninge browe 
The stooburne eke that feare no Lawes 
1 will sobdewe to yowre beheste 
ther shall be none but 1 will cawse 
to Lyre in order wythe the reste 
Receiue me nowe 1 hvmmblie praye 
and I will sarue as I best maye 
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Temperantia 
Thoughe I be laste that make mye sute 
wherby I seeme to be the woorste 
yett yf yow Lyke to gathar frute 

40 
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f l09v 

Item to the v waytes viz Edwarde Leke Mathew Plomme lohn 
Mundes lohn Suckelyng & Will/am Brewster for ther hole yeres 
wages at xxxiij s iiij d euery of them and for ther Lyueryes at 
xx,j s viii d a pece xiij li. vj s. viii d 

Annuites 

f110 

Paied to Mr Henry bacon Late Mayor for an annuitie to 
euery Mayor for rewardes to Messengers Mynstrelles 
and others 

xl s 

AC 

Grocers' Guild Records N RO: 21 .f 
f [7v] 

10 

15 

AD 1558. Paid on Corpus Christi day: atye Offeryng 
4 d. & to yeWayghtes 2 d 6d 20 
for hier of 1 angelles Cote, 2 Crowns & 1 heare 8d 
to 3 laddes at super. 4d. 
for apples &c at super. 12 d & Pendon Bearer 2 d. 14d. 
perfumes 2/4 d. it for Natmygges, Clows maces & 
gylden of Sertayne roses & for Colard thred 14d. 25 
Summa. 6/2 d. 
NB. 1559. no Solemnite 

Will of John Lancaster of Great Yarmouth, minstrel 
NRO: 10/Jerves 
ff 1 lv-12 (10 Januar. 1558; probated 10 March 1558) 

...Item ! giue & bequeathe to lohn Massy thelder one of my 
vialles Called A meane basse Item ! will yf either of my prentisse 
or bothe that ys to saye Thomas lelons and Lancelott Hill will 
bye my lowde Noyse and my Still Noyse that they shall have 
them for xl s and yf they do that Refuse ! will they shalbe solde 
to the best proffe towarde the fullfillinge & payenge of thies my 

30 

35 

23 I B o]- Bearer. 4 o]- 14 over'wtten 
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24 / s o[ Clows written over es sign 



46 NORWICH 1558-9 

l'OW ITI aSOn 

Clavors'Accounts ! N RO : 1 8.d 
f 58 (Payments) 
Memorandum paid to Cobolde the Golde Smyth in parte 
of payment [ffor real of ix s iiij d for making of the 
trompettes 
More payde the xviij th of lanuary in full payment of 
ix s iiij d for making of trompenttes to Cobolde 

vj s viij d 
ij s viij d 

Register of Freemen N RO: 1 7.c 
f 2 col a (16 January 1559) 

Richardus ffryer Mercer Apprentice Roberti Suclyng luratus & 
admissus est Civis die & Anno supradictis 

Apprenticeship Indentures ! N RO: 16.d 
f52 

o.o 
Memorandum Quod secundo die mensis [lulij] Augusti Anno 
Regni Elizabeth modo Regine Anglie &c. Primo Michaell knott 
citezen of Norwich Rowemason inrollith an Indenture Dated the 
xvj th daye of ffebrt, fu 1 ary in the first yeare of the reign of the 
quenys highnes aforesayed Sealed by Thomas knott the sonne of 
hammond knottc of Catton in the County of Norffolk 
husbondman / wherby the sayd Thomas hath put him selfe 
apprentyce to the sayed Michaell knott vnto Rowmasons crafte and 
wit/) him to dwell tarry and abyde from the feaste of all Seyntes 
last past before the date hereof vntyll thend & tearme of Seaven 
yeares from thense next folowinge and fully to be complete / 
By all whiche sayed tearme the sayed Thomas knotte grauntith 
by thes presentes the sayed Michaell knotte as his Master well and 
faythfully to serue &c. And the sayed Michaell knott grantith by 
thes presentes the sayed Thomas knott his apprentyce in the 
sayed crafte whiche he vseth after the maner that he maye to 
teache and enforme or cause to be taught and enformed &c. and 
in dew manet to chastyce him findinge vnto his sayed apprentyce 
meate drynke lynnen wollen &c. Allso the sayede Michaell knote 
further grauntith to teache the sayed Thomas knott to pley in 
and vppon the vyoll vyolettes and harpe as allso to synge 
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1562-3 
Cbantberlahts' Accounts viii NRO: 18.a 
f 242 (Fees and Wages) 
Item to Mr William ffarrour Late Mayor for Rewardes 
to Mvnstrelles playars & others 

xl s 

f 259v 
Payed and geven in Rewarde to my Lorde Robartes 
players 

xxvj s viii d 

Grocers" Guild Records N RO: 21 .f 
f ITv] 

Assembl), 13. May. 1563 - Yt was enquyryd by Mr Aldriche 
for y'e [Processyyon] Provysyon ofye Pageant to be preparyd 
ageynst ye daye of Mr Daw his takynge of his Charge ofye 
Mayralltye. and yt ys agreyd by ye Consent ofyeCompanye 
ther present yt ye sourveyours shall furnysh ye same & prepare a 
de')'ce ageynst yeday. 
Charge was 6/8 d. 

1563 -4 
Cbamberlabts'Accouuts VIII N RO : 1 8.a 
f 27 lv (Rewards) 

Item to Mr Richard Davy late Mayor for Rewardes to 
Mynstrelles players & others 

xls. 

f 277v 
Item in Rewarde to the Quenes players 
Item in Rewarde to my lorde Robartes players 

xx S 
xxvj s viij d 

f278 

Item to Mondes the wayte for his horsehyere at that tyme viii d 
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Item geven to Mr Waterhall and Mr ffavsytt 
Skolemasters when ther Skollers played ther interlude 
before Mr Mayor and his bretherne at the comon hall I 
Item payed for Torches to Show lighte in the Chappell 
when they played 
ooo 
Item geven to my lorde of Lecytors players at the 
commaundement of Mr Nicholas Norgate Mayor 
wid, vj d paid for brede and Drynke for them 
Item in Rewarde geven to the Qnes players at the 
commaundement of Mr Mayor wid iiij d payed 
for brede & Drynke and ij d to one to kepe the Dote 
Item in Rewarde geven to my Lorde of Hunnesdons 
players at the Commaundenent of Mr Mayor witb 
iiij d for brede & Drynke 

xl s 
nj s 

xxsvjd 

xxvij s ij d 

xx s iiij d 

Mayors' Court Books VIII N RO: 16.a 
p 302* (2Jane 1565) 

Syluer games shewed of one Robart Bulletowte of Pulham J- 
This day Mr Mayor ded Lycence Robarte Bulletowte of Pulham 
Maudelyn to Shewe certeyne games of Syluer to be played at 
Pulham by the Lycence of Sir Edmond Wyndam Knight Will/,rrn 
Paston and Raphe Shelton Esquers 
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AC 

Cl, wors'Accounts ! NRO: 18.d 
f 61" (Payments) 

ooo 
Item in Rewarde to the Childerne of ye Chappell at my lorde 
of Norffolks When Mr Mayor And the Aldermen dyned yer 
in Cristmas vj s viij d 

Grocers' Guild Records N RO : 2 1 .f 
f [81 * 

ff. 65. Inventory. of ye particulars appartaynyng to ye Company 
of ye Grocers. Ad. 1565. 
A Pageant. yat is to saye a Howsse of Waynskott. paynted & 
buylded on a Carte wittb fowre whelys. 

10 / Qncs for Queenes, no brevigrapb 
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f66.. 

a square toppe to sett over ye sayde tlowsse. 
a Gryffon gylte with a fane to sett on ye sayde Toppe. 
a bygger Iron fane to sett on ye ende of ye Pageante. 
IllJ xx . iij. small Fanes belongyng to ye same Pageante 
A Rybbe Colleryd Redd. 
a Cote & hosen with a bagg & capp for dolor stayned 
2 Cotes & a payre hosen for Eve stayned 
a Cote & Hosen for Adam stayned. 
a Cote with hosen & tayle for ye cerpente stayned 
with a whitte heare. 
a Cote of yellow buckram with ye Grocers arms for 
ye Pendon bearer. 
an Angelles Cote & over hoses of apis Skynns 
3 paynted clothes to hange abowte ye Pageante. 
a face & heare for ye Father. 
2 hearys for Adam & Eve 
4 headstallis of brode lnkle with knopps & tasselles 
6 Horsse Clothes stayned with knops & tassells. 
Item. Weights, &c. 
Item yt is to be noted, that for asmuch as for ye space of B yeris, 
ther was neyther Senablye nor metynge in ye naeane season ye 
Pageant remaynynge 6. yeris in ye Gate house of bar John 
Sotherton of London, vntyll ye ferme came to 20 s. and bycaus 
ye Surveiors in Mr Sothertons tyme, wold not dysburs ani moni 
therfor, ye Pageaunt was sett owte in ye strete & so remayned at 
ye Blak fryers brydge in open strete when both yt was so (.) 
weather beaten, yat ye cheife parte was rotton wherupon. Mr John 
Aldrich then Major ye yer 1570, together with Mr Thomas Whall 
Alderman offred, yt to teCompani to sell for ye some of 20 s. 
and when no person wold buy yt for y, tt price, and yat yt styli 
remayned, & nowe one pece therof rent off & nowe another 
as was lyke (.) to come to nothinge. Nicholas Sotherton then 
offycer to Mr Maior was requested to take yt in peces for ye dept 
dewe to hym for ye seyd Housse ferme therof for 6 yeris 
aforesayde at 3 s. 4 d. a yere. who accordinglye dyd take downe 
ye same & howsed yt accordinglye. 

1565-6 
Assembly Mimtte Books !!! N RO: 16.c 
f 220v* (8 April 1566) 
ooo 
Item the high Master shall yerely appoint betwixt hallowmas & 
43-p 54, I. 6 I corresponding entry, Assembly Proceedings 111, f 139v 
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Mr Mayor and his brethern dyned yer 
Item in Rewarde geven to other officers of his 
howse at the same tyme xxiij s iiij d 
Item in Rewarde geven to the Cokes and Skullery of my 
Lorde of Norffolk his howse on St Georges Daye x s 
Item in Rewarde geven to the Quenes majesties players when 
they played before Mr Mayor and his bretherne xxvj s viii d 
Item payed for breade and Drynke and for keping the Doore 
the same Tyme xij d 
Item in Rewarde geven to my Lorde of Lecytor his players 
when they played before Mr Mayor and his bretherne xx s 
Item payed for breade and Drynke at the same tyme viii d 

lO 

ffeoda et va& 

Regatda 

ffees and wages 

Dean and Chapter Receivers'Accounts NRO: R230A Roll 22 
mb 3d* 
Et in ffeodo Henrici Byrd Grammatici Ludimagistri ad xiij li. 
vj s viij d per annum videlicet in Allocatione huiusmodi ffeodi 
hoc Anno vt in precedent/ xiij li. j s. viii d. 

mb 4d 
ooo 
Et in Regardo per predictum Computantem per mandatum 
dicti decani soluto Lusoribus vocatis the Quenis players prout 
per eundem librum papiri pater vj s. viii d 
ooo 

1566-7 
Chamberlains' Accounts viii 
f 350 

NRO: 18.a 

Item to the fyve waytes for ther hole yeares wages at xxxiij s 
iiij d euery of them and for ther Lyvery euery of them xxvj s 
viij d by yeare which amounte in all to 

Item to Mr Henry Bacon late Mayor for Rewardes to 
Mynstrelles players and others 

xv li 

xl s 
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Regarda 

1574-5 
Dean and Chapter Receivers'Accounts NRO: R230A Roll 26 
mb 6 

Quod in denarijs per dictum Computantem solutis pro 
Regardo dato seruientibus Comitis Successex vocatis 
the erie of Sussex players vt per librum papiri inter alios 
manu decani et decani et prebendariorum signature et 
penes Auditorem remanentem patet xiij s iiij d 

1o 

Ciues lurati 

Licence graunted 
to the waytes 

Richard 
bengemyn 
Lycensed to play 
certayne sy|vet 
games 

1575-6 
Assembly Mimte Books IV N RO: 16.c 
f 123v (3 February 15 76) 
Robertus Thacker Music/on non apprentice xx s wbich xx s vpon 
a reqwest made by mr mayor in the behalfe of the same Thacker 
in consyderacon that he is a common rofficer' they ar content to 
remytt and forget(.)e the same xx s. 

Mayors'Court Books Ix NRO: 16.a 
p 682 (4 February 15 76) 
This daye the hole company of the waytes of this Cittie did come 
here into this courte and Craved that they myght haue leve to 
playe commodies [I] and [act] vpon lnterlutes & souch other [pal 
places and tragedes wbich shall seine to them mete, wbich Peticion 
by the hole concent of this courte is graunted to them so farre as 
they do not play in the tyme of devine service and Sermones 

Mayors" Court Books X N RO : 16.a 
p 7 (23 June 1576) 

This daye by the concente of this Courte Lycens is geven to 
Richard Bengemyn to shewe and playe certeyne Syluer games 
within the libertie of the Cittie 'viij dayes 1 [on certeyne holy 
dayes] betwyn this and Michelmas next so that it benot on the 

8 I decani et decani et dlttograpby 
36 I Syluer games see p 393. endnote 52 NRO 16.a p 302 
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a mynstraii 

1579-80 
hlayors" Court Books A NRO: 16.a 
p 515 * (5 March 1580) 
The same daie lohn Gyrlynge of Kynges Lynne callyng him sellfe 
a musition and beyng founde in this Cytie exercysyng the ydle 
trade of mynstralsy, is commaunded not herafter to vse the same 
within this Cytie vndre paine to be punished accordynge to the 
tenor of thestatute against suche roagyng mynstralsy lately made 
and prouided / 

ffeez and Wagys 

& Rewardes 

& Rewardes 

1580-1 
Chamberlains'Accounts ix N RO : 18 a 
ff 14-14v 
Item to Robert Thacker Waterbailiff for his whoalle 
yeeres flee xl s. 
Item to the same Robert for his Lyverye xx s. 
Item to Robert Thacker Peter Spratte Thomas knott Anthony 
wyllson and lohn Mannyng Waytes for their whoalle yeres flee 
euery of them xxxiij s iiij d by yere I viij li. vj s. viij d 
Item to the seid waytes for their Lyveryes every 
of them xxvj s viij d by yeere vj li. xiij s. iiij d 

f 15 (Fees and [4/ages) 
Item to Mr Some late Major for rewardes gyven to Minstrelles 
players and others 

xl s 

f31* 
Item to the Erie of Oxenfordes lades for playeng before Mr major 
& his brethren xl s 

f32 
Item to knott and Spratt Trompeters on the perambulacon 
daye last 

VS 
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Item to the v Waytes for playeng at Mr Maiors the same daye v s 
Item in Reward gyven to the Earle of Leicesters players xl s 
Item in Reward gyven to the Lord Chamberleynes Players xl s 

Register ofFreenen N RO: 1 7.c 
f 3v col b (21 September 1581) 
lohannes Mannyng Music/on [ad] non apprentice admissus est die 
& anno predictis 

10 

Expeme 
necessarij 

Roberti 
Sornmcr 

Dean and Chapter Receivers'Accounts NRO: R230A Roll 30 
mb 4d 
... 15 
Et in Denarijs per dictum computantem solutis nomine Regardi 
dati Petro Spratt Roberto Thacker & alijs socijs suis vocatis the 
waytes of the Citie in tempore ffesti Natalis Domini prout in 
quodam libro papiri manu Decani & prebendariorum signato 
patet v s. 20 
Et in Regardo per dictum decanum dato & soluto seruientibus 
diuersorum Magnatum vocaras Gameplayers ludendo coram 
decano & prebendarijs infra tempus huius Computi videlicet 
Seruientibus domini Shefelde xiij s iiij d Seruientibus Comitis 25 
leicestrie xx s et Seruientibus Comitis Sussex xx s In toto 
prout in supradicto libro pater liij s iiij d 

Will of Robert Sommer of Carleton, musician 
N RO: 306/Moyse alias Spicer 
f 306* (23 December 1580; probated 30 September 1581) 

...Item I give vnto Edwarde Sommer my brother Two Harppes 
One Vyall, One Basetenor, one paire of Bagpipes... 

3O 

35 

28 / in marginalia, necessarij for necessarie 
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lohannes personaliter apparebit coram lusticiarijs dicte domine 
Regine ad pacem infra Ciuitatem predictam et interim se bene 
geret uersus dictam Reginam & cunctum populum suum Quod 
tunc &c Alioquin &c. 

f 48 (19 June 1583) 
ad apparendum pro bono gestu comparuit ante Sessionem & 
tenetur de novo f 
lohannes'xx li.'Bentley de ciuitate London generosus, Thomas 
rxx li. 1 Bloome de [eadem] ciuitate Norwici Mercer et Georgius 
drury de eadem ciuitate Norwici haberdasher 
ad apparendum pro bono gestu apparuit ante Sessionem & 
tenetur de novo " 
Iohannes 'xl li. 1 Syngar de ciuitate London generosus Iohannes 
rxx li.  Cope de ciuitate Norwici Tayllo & lohannes [xx li.] 
Quasshe de ciuitate Norwici yoman 

f 48v (1 July 1583) (Nanes of prisoners) 
ponit se. 
Henricus Browne pro suspeccione felonie & homicidij remittiratr 
prisone vsque ad proximam Sessionem 
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ad proximas 
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f 49 (1 July 1583) 
lohannes Bentley de Ciuitate London generosus Ricardus Tarleton 
de eadem Generosus & lohannes Syngar de eadem generosus 
recognouerunt se debere Domine Regine videlicet predictus 
lohannes Bentley pro seipso [x li.] xx li. et vterque predictorum 
Ricardi Tarleton & lohannis Syngar x li. levari &c cure Condicione 
sequent/Quod si idem |ohannes personaliter comparebit coram 35 
lusticiarijs Domine Regine ad proximas generales Sessiones pacis 
infra guihaldam dicte Ciuitatis tenendas ad respondendum 
obijciendis Quod tunc &c Alioquin &c. lohannes Syngar de Ciuitate 
Londonie generosus Ricardus Tarleton et lohannes Bentley de 
eadem Generosus recognoverunt se debere Domine Regine 40 
videlicet predictus lohannes Syngar pro seipso xx li. et vterque 
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Ang] 

naylles for ye same viij d 
Item to A Couper for putting in hoopes to sett it owt in 
the bellye vj d 
Item to A Carpenter for amending the Dragon and for the 
stuff [wbich] wherwith it was doone iij s vj d 
Item for payntyng of ytt vj s viij d 

Dean and Chapter Receivers'Accounts NRO: R230A Roll 32 
mbs 5-5d (Necessary expenses) 
Et in Regardo dato et soluto petro Sprat Roberto 
Thacker & socijs suis vocatis the waytes of the Citie 
tempore ffesti Natalis Domini prout in dicta shedula 
papiri manu decani signata remanentJ patet I 
Et in Regardo per dictum decanum dato et soluto 
tam seruientibus domine Regine quam seruientibus 
diuersorum mangnatum vocatis Gameplayers infra 
tempus huius Computi prout in dicta shedula papiri 
manu decani et prebendariorum signata ac penes 
Auditorem Remanent/patet 

VS. 

xlv s. 

10 

2O 

Affray at Norwich PRO: KB29/219 
mbs 150-2" (I5-I7June 1583) 
Memorandum quod die veneris proydmo post Crastimtm sancte 
Trinitatis isto eodem Termbto coram domina Regina Apud 
westmonasterium Robertus Sucklyng Maior &c deliberauit 
. 'hic in Curia' quasdam examinaciones rcoram eo & alijs 
socijs presentibus [coram] lusticiarijs domine Regine ad pacem 
infra Ciuitatem Norwicum capt(..)' que sequintur in hec verba 
Quod decimo quinto die lunij 1583 Quod The examynacion of 
henrye Browne taken before mr Roberte Sucklyng Maior &c 
Thomas Sotherton & Thomas Pecke lustices &c Quod This 
examynate sayeth That he this examynate beinge at the play 
this Afternone word was brought into the play that one of her 
ma/esties seruauntes was abused at the gate wherevpon this 
exanynate with others went owt and one in a blew cote Cast 
Stones at Bentley and brocke his heade beinge one of her 
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32 / sequintur for sequuntur.- minim missing 39 / exanynate for examynate: mznim missing 
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in the Skufflinge wiche was at the lyon gate and one Edmunde 
kerrie towld this examynate that two of the players dyd Rvnne 
after the man withe there wepons drawn and kerrie tooke one 
of the players in his armes & woold haue Stayed hym but one 
ran at hym with his sworde and he feering some daunger to hym 
selfe lett thother goe and ffled hym selfe Quod Being demaunded 
whether they were in there play or noe he sayeth they had 
begonne the play & one of them Ran owt in his playing apperell 
but he knoweth not the names of the players Quod Thomas 
holland of Norwiche caryer examyned the sayd day and yere 
sayeth That on Satturdaye last in the after noone he beinge 
without the Red lyon gate dyd ^ 'see' one of the quenes players 
in his playinge apperell in the gate howse Stricke a man vppon 
the heade withe the hyltes of his Sworde and brake his heade 
but what his name was whose heade was broken he knoweth not 
but as he hard he was Called mr wynsdon And the sayde wynsdon 
and a man in a blew cote went from the gate and Stode over the 
way and the people Standing at the gate dyd Stay the quenes 
seruante and desyred hym to be content wherevpon he havinge 
his raper drawen out of the Skaberd dyd ^'put 1 yt vp and sayde 
he had doone and withdrawing hym selfe a lyttle frome the peple 
ran over the way towardes wynsdon and hym that had the blewe 
cote and they Ran away but the Player overtooke hym that had 
the blewe cote at the cockey nere mr Davyes howse with his 
raper drawn and thrust at hym that had the blew cote into the 
legg whereat hee that ^ rhad' the blew cote cryed oh you haue 
mayned me and at the cockey tooke vp a Stone and therwe at 
the quenes seruaunt but whether he dyd hurt hym or not he 
knoweth mot' but then came  one Browne Sir will/am Pastons 
seruaunt & Strake a Blaw at hym that had the blew cote with 
his Sworde drawen but whether he dyd hurt hym or not he 
knoweth not Then agaynst mr Dawes corner one in a black 
dublet with an Arminge Sworde drawnen Straike at hym in the 
blew cote vppon the shoulder wherevpon he that had the blewe 
cote fell downe and then they all three wiche pursued hym that 
had the blewe cote came backe agayne & Browne sayde to the 
other two hee is sped I warrant hym and the other two men sayed 
what soeuer thou hast doen wee will bere the out Quod Edmunde 
Brown of Norwiche draper examyned the sayd day and yere 
sayeth Quod That on Satturday last he was at the play at the 
reed lyon and , rwhilei the players were in playeng one wynsdon 
would have intred in at the gate but woold not haue payed vntyll 
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knoweth not Quod Thomas Holland confesseth Quod That one 
of the Quenes men rvnninge out of there playe for that there was 
a quarreling at the ^ rgate the' Quenes man drew his raper at one 
that stode a lyttle from the gate wiche he percevinge rvn awaye 
and the quenes man following hym thrust hym into the legg and 
the fellowe sayed o thou hast mayned mee but recovering hym 
selfe agayne threw a Stone at the quenes man and hyt hym and 
after that the quenes man rvn after hym and thrust at hym and 
henr Browne following stroke hym on the legg and turned backe 
agayne and sayed to the quenes man I haue sped hym and the 
quenes man sayed well don boy we will beare the out in yt and 
one other in a Blacke dublytt dyd stricke at hym before that on 
the backe but he this examynate knoweth not hym that stroke 
hym on the backe Quod Edmunde Browne confesseth Quod That 
bee see one in a blacke dublytt Strycke the man in the blew cote 
on the shoulder but the ffellowe ffell not downe and this examynate 
sayed to hym you haL.) done ill to cut the man and he sayed no I 
haue not cut hym Quod I George lackson of Norwiche bearebruer 
sworne and examyned the xvij m day of lune 1583 before mr 
Robert Davye and mr lawrenc wood Coroners of the Cittye of 
Norwiche sayethe and deposeth Quod That on satturnday last 
being the xv th day of this instant Iune he went toward the red 
lyon in St Stephans and he dyd se a man rvnninge hastylye ow'c 
of the lyon gate and an other man in a blacke dublytt dyd rune 
owte of the ^ 'same 1 gate after hym with a Sworde or raper 
drawen in his hand and rvnning styli after the partye aboute the 
cockey by mr Davyes howse because he could not ouer take the 
partye he pricked his weapon out of his hand at the party but he 
dyd not hyt hym he sayeth he knoweth neyther of the sayd 
partyes after hym came one of the players in his players apperrell 
with a players berd vppon his face with a Sworde or a raper in his 
hand drawen as far as the backe gate of Thomas Bloome and 
there a Straunge man in a blew cote (as he remembreth fell at 
wordes and the sayde man fled frome the playcer and he ran after 
hym and Stroke hym with his Sworde but whether he dyd hurt 
hym or hoe he knoweth not but therevpon he that had the blew 
cote when he had got almost to the cockey ,, 'toke' vp a Stone 
and threwe at the player and the player dyd gyve two or three 
thrustes with his Sword at the man and hit hym but whether he 
drew blode or noe he knoweth not but he that had the blewe 
cote ran from hym vntyll he came almoste at mr Davyes corner 
the player still pursuinge hym and one brown alsoe with his 
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Item more [more] to the ffluter and drommer for thos 
too dayes ij s vj d 
Item to the waytes for Torches and lightes thos too nyghtes 
playng at Mr Mayors gates And at the Aldermens gates xx d s 
Payed to Mr Tesmonde Alderman for mending the Cover of the 
great Sake that remayneth with Mr Mayor & for sylver putt to iiij s 
Item payed more to hym for makyng a lyon to sett on one of the 
waytes Collers and for mending the Lynkes of an other coller ij s 

Rewardes and 
Giftes 

f34 
Item to Mr Richard ffarror alderman for a Clokecloth 
that was geven to Elyas the Trumpiter xxx s. 
Item in Reward geven to the Earle of Essex players 
by Mr Mayors commaundement xx s. 
Item in Rewarde geven the laste of ffebruary to the 20 
Earle of Sussex players xx s. 
Item in Rewarde geven the xxij th of Apriell to the Quenes men 
when the Turke wente vponn Roppes at newhall xl s. 
Item in Rewarde geven the vij th of lune to the lorde 
Bewchams players xx s. 
Item in Rewarde geven to the waytes of the Citie for ther vsuall 
ffee for bringing the Alderman of the ffeaste home to his 
howse after the ffeaste is done iij s iiij d 
Item in Rewarde geven to hym that ded bare the standard 
at the ffeast ij s. vj d. 

iobn Mufford 

Mayors'Court Books XII NRO: 16.a 
p 441 (lOJune 1590) 

This daye lohn Mufford one of the Lord Beauchampes players 
[b] beeing forbidden by mr maior to playe within the liberties 
of this Citie and in respect therof gave them among them xx s 
and yett notwithstonding they did sett vpp billes to provoke men 
to com to their playe and did playe in christechurche Therfor the 
seid lohn Mufford is commytted to prison / 

35 

4-0 



Rcgarda 

Suffragans 
Tenemen tes 

NORWICH 1589-90 

St George's Guild Accounts N RO: 8.f 
f 39v (Necessary Payments) 
[Item to Peter Spratt Elias and his companye 

f 40 (Fees and Wages) 
Item to the v waytes for their whoalle yeres tee 
then due. 
Item to the Standerdbearer for his fee 
Item to the Dragon Bearer 

viij s iiij d. 
ij svj d 
ij s. 

Dean and Chapter Receivers' A ccottnts N R O: R 2 30A R oll 3 6 
mb 5 

Et in Regardo dato Petro Spratt & socijs suis musicis Ciuitatis 
remigrantibus per aquam vsque domum magistri Tuttell vt per 
dictum papirum pater 

VS. 

1590-1 
Chamberlains" A ccounts x 
ff 56-6v 

NRO: 18.a 

Of Thomas holdernes for the whole yeares fferme of the 
tenement that was late in the ferme of Philipp lewgar dewe 
at Michelmas last past and holden at will paying therfor 
yis yere xiij s. iiij d. 
.oo 
Of Arthure lackeson for the whole yeares ferme of one other 
lyttell tenement parcell of thos tenementes and holden at will 
paying ther yearly xiij s iiij d i 
Of Peter Sprat for the whole yeares ferme one of those 
tenementes graunted to hym paying yearly therfor at our 
lady and Mycbaelmas xxxiij s. iiij d 

f59 
Item to Peter Sprat, Arthure Iackeson, Thomas holders, 



100 NORWICH 1591-2 

Arthur 
iackeson 
remitted xx s 

Suffregans 
Tenementes 

1591-2 
Assembly Minute Books v N RO: 16.c 
f 98 (24 February 1592) 
.oo 
Wheareas Arthure lackeson one of the waytes of this Cittie was 
appoynted to paye for his ffreedom xl s thisdaye vpon humble 
sute made to this assembly there is xx s remytted hym & the 
other xx s he payed here in open sembly to Tho Carman & lamys 
grondy / 

Chamberlains'Accounts x N RO: 18.a 
f 97V 

10 

Of Arture lexson for the whole yeares ferme of the corner 
tenement parcell of the Suffregans tenementes & a pece of 
grounde with a stable parcell of the late ffryars graunted. 
to Thomas Mody by lndentur from Mycbaelmas for xxj ta 
yeares this beyng the (blank) yere of his terme and to paye 
yearly at our lady & Mychaelrnas lij s. 20 
Of (blank) Pytcher. for the whole yeares fferme of the tenement 
that was late in the fferme of Thomas holdernes holden at will 
paying therfor at our lady & Mycbaelmas xiij s. iiij d 

f98 

Of Thomas holdernes for the whole yeares ferme of one other 
Lyttell tenement parcell of thos tenementes and holden at will 
paying therfor at our lady and Michelmas xiij s. iiij d 
Of Peter Spratt for the whole yeares ferme of one of thes 
tenementes holden at will paying therfor at our lady and 
Mycbaelrnas xxxiij s iiij d 

f lOOv 

Item to Peter Spratt, Arthur lackeson, Thomas knott Thomas 
holdernes & ^ 'Leonarde Pytcher' for ther whole yeares wages 
beyng waytes for the Cittie at iij li. a pece xv li. 

25 

30 

35 

40 

8 / Thofor Thomas, no brevigrapb 
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Su ffregans 
Tenementes 

flees and wages 
for iij quarter & 
I'10 mor 

ffees and wages 

1593-4 
Chamberlains' Accounts .x 
f 155 

NRO: 18.a 

Of Arthur lackeson for the whole yeares ferme of the corner 
tenement parcell of the Suffragans tenementes and a pece of 
grounde with a Stable parcell of the gray fryers graunted by 
lndentur from Mycbaelmas (blank) for xxj ta yeares this 
beyng the (blank) yere of that terme & to paye at our Lady 
& Mvcbaelmas 

s 

f155v 

ooo 
Of Thomas holdernes for the whole yeares ferme of one other 
Ivttell tenement parcell of thos tenementes holden at will & 
paying therfor at our lady & Mycbaelmas xiij s 
Of Peter Sprat for the whole yeares ferme of one of thos 
tenementes holden at will paying therfor at our Lady 
and Mycbaelmas xxxiij s iiij d 

f 158 

.oo 
Item to Peter Spratt, Arthure lackeson, Thomas knott, Thomas 
holdernes, and Robert Pytcher, for ther whole yeares wages 
beyng waytes for the Cittie at iij li. a pece xv li. 
Item more to the same waytes for ther lyveryes euery 
of them xl s x li. 

Item to Peter Pascall the Drummer for his whole yeares ffee x s. 

f 158v 

ooo 
Item to Mr Clement hyrne late Mayor for rewardes by hym 
geven to mynstrelles & players in the tyme of his 
mayraltie 

xl S. 

1o 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

Armory 

f 169 
Item to hendricke the ducheman for a payer of drome 
stickes 

40 
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Su ffregans 
Tenementes 

ffees and wages 
for iij quarter & 
DO mor 

flees and wages 

1593-4 
Cbantberlains" Accounts 
f155 

NRO: 18.a 

.oo 
Of Arthur lackeson for the whole yeares ferme of the corner 
tenement parcell of the Suffragans tenementes and a pece of 
grounde with a Stable parcell of the gray fryers graunted by 
lndentur from Mychaelmas (blank) for xxj u yeares this 
beyng the (blank) yere of that terme & to paye at our Lady 
& Mvchaelmas 

f 155v 
Of Thomas holdernes for the whole yeares ferme of one other 
lvttell tenement parcell of thos tenementes holden at will & 
paying therfor at our lady & Mycbaelmas xiij s. 
Of Peter Sprat for the whole yeares ferme of one of thos 
tenementes holden at will paying therfor at our Lady 
and Mycbaelrrus xxxiij s iiij d 

f 158 
Item to Peter Spratt, Arthure lackeson, Thomas knott, Thomas 
holdernes, and Robert Pytcher, for ther whole yeares wages 
beyng waytes for the Cittie at iij li. a pece xv li. 
Item more to the same waytes tor ther lyveryes euery 
of them xl s x li. 
Item to Peter Pascall the Drummer for his whole yeares ffee x s. 

f 158v 

ooo 
Item to Mr Clement hyrne late Mayor for rewardes by hym 
geven to mynstrelles & players in the tyme of his 
mayraltie 

xls. 

f 169 

Item to hendricke the ducheman for a payer of drome 
stickes 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

40 

Armory -- - 
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Rewardes 

Su ffragans 
Tenementes 

f 169v 

Shoring of the greate ordinans the Coronacion Day & the ffeast 
Day. 
Item to a Trumpeter r& dromer 1 that tyme 

Item to the trumpeter and drommer at that tyme for 
ther paynes 

iij s. vj d s 

iij s. vj d 

lO 

f171 
Item in Rewarde to the waytes for ther seruice done on the 
Coronation daye & the daye for the delyvery of the Spanyardes 
as in former yeares xx s 5 
Item for lynkes for bothe thos nyghtes that they played aboute 
the Cittie iij s iiij d. 
Item in Rewarde geven the xviij daye of octobr to her mmestes 
players by Mr Mayors commaundement xl s. 
Item in Rewarde geven by Mr Mayors to the Lorde shandos 20 
players x s. 
Item in Rewarde geven the xxiij of Novembr by mr Mayors 
commaundement to the Lorde Morlyes players xx s. 
Item in Rewarde geven the xxx of Marche by mr mayors & his 
bretheren corrunaundement to the Lorde of worcitors xx s. 25 
players 
Itern rnore in Rewarde the xv of September by Mr mayor an his 
brotherens commaundement to the Erie of Darbyes Players xx s. 

1594-5 
Cbamberlaius'Accouuts x NRO: 18.a 
f 182 
.oo 
Of Arthur lackeson for the whole yeares ferme of a corner 
tenement parcell of the Suffragans tenementes and a pece of 
grounde with a Stable parcell of the. gray fryers graunted by 
lndentur from Mycbaelrnas for xxj ta yeares this being the (blank) 
yeare of that terme and to paye at our Lady & Mycbadrnas lij s. 

3-4 / ffeast Day: mayor's feast 

30 
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40 
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Rewardes and 
other paymentes 

Playcrs lycensed 

Item to the waytes for that dayes attendaunce 

Mayors'Court Books Aili NRO: 16.a 
p 310 (11 ,lpH/1599) 

This daye the Earle of Penbroke his players haue lycens to vse 
theire facultie two dayes and two nightes and 1"4 '[not]' to vse 
same after nyne of the Clocke on eyther nighte / 

vjs 

lO 

Ludkin 
appoynted the 
Citric drummer 

p 349 (15 August 1599) 
This daye Robert Ludkin of this Cittie Skynner ys appoynted to 
be one of the drummers for this Cittie and ys not at any tyme 
hereafter to be imployed to serue in any other place but only for 
the Cittie / 

15 

Regarda 

Su ffragans 
Tenementes 

Dean and Chapter Receivers'Accounts NRO- R230A Roll 41 
mb 6d 
Et in denarijs solutis ... et Petro Spratt et socijs suis musicis 
ciuitatis Norwici pro oblacionibus suis x s... 

1599-1600 
Chamberlains' A ccou nts x 
f271 

NRO: 18.a 

Off Arthure lackson for the whole yeres ferme of a Tenement 
Ixwcell of the Suffragans Tenementes & a pece of ground with 
a stable parcell of the graye ffryers graunted by Indenture from 
Michaehnas (blank) for xxj yeres this being the ^ yere of yat 
terme paieing at our Lady & Michaelmas lij s 
.oo 
Off Thomas Houldernesse for the whole yeres ferme of th'other 
tenement, houlden at will paieing yerelie as aboueseid xiij s iiij d 
Off Peter Spratt for the whole yeres ferme of an other of those 
Tenemeutes houlden art will paieing at our Ladie 
& Michaelmas xxxiij s iiij d 
ooo 
1 / that dayes: perambulation day 34 / the ^yere; caret indicates ear umber omitted 

2O 

25 

3O 

35 

40 
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Su ffragans 
Tenernentes 

Suffragans 
Tenementes 

fees and wages 

Chamberlains'Accounts xt N RO : 1 8.a 
f8 

Of Arthure lackson for the whole yeares fearme of a Corner 
Tenemente parcell of the Suffragans Tenemente & a peece of 
ground with a stable parcell of the graye ffryers graunted by 
Indenture from Mychaehnas 1595 for xxj ne yeares this beinge 
the viii te yeare of that tearme to paye at our Ladye 
& mychaehnas Lij s 

f 8v 
Of Leonard Pytcher for the whole yeares tearme of one other 
of the Tenementes houlden at will & paye yearely at our Ladye 
& Mychaehnas xiij s iiij d. 

ooo 
Of Thomas holdernes for the whole yeares fearme of an other 
Tenemente holden at will payinge yearely as before xiij s iiij d 
Of Peter Spratt for the whole yeares fearme of an other 
Tenemente Letten to him by Indenture from the feast of 
thannunciacion of our Ladye 1601 for xviij th yeares this beinge 
the third yeare of his tearme & to paye yearely at our 
Ladye & Mychaehnas xxxiij s iiij d 

f 10v 

Item to Peter Spratt Arthure Iaxon Thomas knott Thomas 
Holdernes & Leonard Pytcher weightes for the Cittie for there 
whole yeares fee at iij s each of them xv li. 
Item to the said waightes for there Liveries euery 
of them xl s x li. 
Item to Reve Trumpetor for the Cittie for his fee for iij quarters 
of a Yeare xxx s. 

f14 
ooo 
Item to the Lord Evers seruauntes the 3 of Iune 1603 giuen by Mr 
Majors commaundement xx s. 
Item to the Earle of Huntingtons seruauntes by Commaundment 

10 
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Pa.vmentes by 
commaund / 

Cittye waytes in the roome and place of Leonard Pytcher deceased, 
vpon Condition that he be found to be fittinge for his place and 
be of honest behavior and good conuersacion./ 

lo12-13 
Chamberlains' Accounts AI N RO : 18.a 
f 187 
Item the second of Aprill 1613 for certen Banquettinge stuffe 
which was for the Lord Everes As by warrant xxix s vj d 
Item to the Lady Elizabeth hit Players the xix th of Aprill 1613 
As by warrant xl s 
Item to the Lord Evers his Players the xx th of Aprill 1613 by 
warrant xx s 

10 

15 

general| I 

(,ray ff .rycrs 

Suffragans 

f 188v 
Item to Peter Spratt for soundynge before the proclayminge 
of two Proclamacions 

f 199v 

Of Thomas tloldernes late lohn Cliffords for the whole yeres 
ferme of an other peece of ground with A little shudd therevppon 
built graunted vnto him from Michaehnas 1600 for xxj yeres this 
beinge the xiij th yere of his terme & pay at our Lady & 
,X ! i chaelma s xvJj s 

f201 

Of Peter Spratt (late Leonard Pytchers) for the whole yeres 
ferme of an other Tenement houlden at will & pay at our 
Lad), & Michaehnas xiij s iiij d 

oo. 
Of Thomas Holdernes for the whole yeres ferme of an other 
Tenement houlden at will and pay at our Lady & 
Michaelmas xiij s iiij d 

2O 

25 

3O 

35 

4O 
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buftragans 

I- ees &  ages 

! ees & wages 

Perambulation 
Chardge. 

f 278v 

Of Thomas Moody for the whole yeares fearme of a Corner 
Tenement parcell of the Suffragans Tenementes & A pece of 
ground with A stable parcell of the grey ffriers due at our 
Lady 1618 letten to him from Michaelmas 1616 for xxj tie 
veares yf he liue solonge this beinge the second yeare of his 
terme & pay at Michaehnas & our Lady 

lij s 

f 279 

Of Beniamyn Holdernes for the whole yeares fearme of Two 
other Tenementes there letten to him by Indenture from 
Michaelmas 1616 for xxj ue yeares yf he liue so longe this 
beinge the second yeare of his tearme and pay at Michaelmas 
& our Lady xxxiij s iiij d 

f 282 

Item paid vnto Thomas Moody Thomas Quash Beniamyn 
ttoldernes Peter Sandlyn & (blank) lefferys waites of this 
Citty for their yeares wages due at our Lady 1618 xv li. 
Item to the same waites to euery of them xl s for their 
liveryes then due x li. 

t 282v 

Item to the said Mr lohn Myngay Maior for Rewardes gyven 
to Musitians at christmas 

xl s 

f 286 

Item paid to Mr Edgbastian for the Dynner vpon the bC.)t 
perambulation day Anno Domini 1617 as by his note appeareth 
xj li. v s to Mr william Lynn for vj li. of suger at xx d the pound 
x s & to Staller and Spencer for markynge out the boundes 
iiij s vj d and to the waites for their paynes that day 
xx s in all xij li. xix s vj d 
Item to Thomas Mawfery for the Dynner the last perambulacion 
day beinge the xxj th of May 1618 xj li., to Staller & an other A 

10 

15 

2o 

25 
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4o 
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Suffragans 
Tenements 

f 394 

ooo 
Of Beniamyn Holdernes for the whole yeares fearme of Two 
other Tenementes there due at our Lady 1624 letten to him 
by Indenture from Michaehnas 1616 for xxj tie yeares (yf he 
liue solonge) this beinge the viii t yeare of that tearme & pay 
euery halfe yeare xvj s viij d xxxiij s iiij d 

Fees & wages 

Fees & wages 

f 396v 
Item to Thomas Moody Thomas Quashe Beniamin Holdernes 
Peter Sandlyn & Edward lefferis waites of this City for their 
yeares wages due at our Lady 1624 
Item to the same waites to euery of them xl s for their 
Liveries then due 

xv li. 
x li. 

f 397 
Item to the said mr Craske Maior for rewardes given to 
musicians at Christmas 

xl s 

1o 

15 

20 

Payments in 
generall 

Prince Charles 
his retume from 
Spayne 

f398v 

Item to the waites for their attendance & paines the v th of 
August 1623 xx s the v th of November xx s and the xxiiil th 
of March 1623 xl s in all 

f 399v* 
Item to Six Drummers for their paynes 
Item to Trumpiters then also attendinge 

iiij li. 

25 

30 

35 

Mayors'Court Books .kv NRO: 16.a 
f 499* (9 October 1623) (Triumph) 
This day vpon certeine intelligence brought to mr Major by 
diuerse Letters that the high & mightie Prince Charles ys safely 
returned from Spayne mr Major sent for the lustices of peace & 

40 
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hall 

Y xpcnsac 

ffor a vezeard 
ffor inkell for the vezeard 
ffor 5 garlondes Hopes & thred 
.oo 
ffor 
ffor 
ffor 
ffor 
ffor 

the stander Beret his ffee 
thee 2 weffelers ther ffee 
the Dragon Berer his ffee 
the Clubberer his ffee 

the wayetes ffor ther ffee 

ffor a Lyne ffor the dragons necke & cord within 
for the Carrige 
ffor wyer ffor the pendantes ffor the Gorge 
ffor scurrelles tayles & other ffure ffor the dragon 

026 
002 
070 

040 
0100 
040 
030 

200 

0010 

006 
008 

St George's Guild Books II NRO: 17.b 
p 107 (28,Uay 1624) 
Yt ys thought fitt that the Surveiors shall conferre with a 
Carpenter about the Skaffold in the new hall whereon the waites 
doe vsually stand to performe their seruice at the ffeast And to 
take order for makeinge the same stronge & fayre And this to be 
done by advise and direction of Mr Cory Mr Browne & Mr hornsey 
Aldermen Mr Barrett & Mr Skottowe who are desired to advise & 
direct the speedy performance thereof And of such other 
reparacions as are spedily to be performed & done about the hall 
and the metinge to be to morrowe at fiue of the Clocke./ 

Dean and Chapter Receivers'Accounts N RO: R2 30A Roll 58 
mb 2 

... Datt Musicis Norwici pro oblacionibus suis x s ... 

10 
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35 

1624-5 
Assembly Proceedings v NRO: 16.d 
f 206 (29 November 1624) 
.oo 
A Lease of the howses late in the fearme of Robert Hoath ys 
42-p 185, 1.9 I corresponding entry, Assembly Pdinute Books V1, [ 5 

40 
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The Copy of a 
warrant signed 
by the Lord 
Chamberlyn 
touchinge 
Pla. ers 

And there was made a warrant for xliiij s to be gyven them as a 
gratuity / 
The said Reason did also shewe forth a printed warrant signed as 
yt purporteth by the Lord Chamberlyn Comandinge to seise all 
patentes that shall not be vnder the seale of office of the master of 5 
the Revelles The tenor of which warrant followeth in theise wordes 
The Copy of a warrant signed by the right Honorable the 
Earle of Penbrooke Lord Chamberlaine to his MaJestie 
To all Maiors Sheiriffes lustices of peace Baliffes Constables & 
other his Ma/esties officers true leigemen & Subiectes whome yt 10 
may concerne & euery of them, whereas 1 am credibly informed 
that there are many & very great disorders & abuses daily committed 
by diuerse & sundry Companyes of Stage players Tumblers 
vaulters Dauncers on the Ropes And also by such as goe about 
with motions & Shewes & other the like kinde of persons by s 
reason of certaine grantes Comissions & lycences which they 
haue by secret meanes procured both from the kinges MaJestie& 
also from diuerse noblemen by vertue whereof they doe abusiuely 
Clayme vnto themselues a kinde of licentious fredome to travell 
aswell to shew play & exercise in eminent Cities &Corporacions 0 
within this kingdome as also from place to place without the 
knowledge & approbacion of his Maiestes office of the Reveles & 
by that meanes doe take vpon them at their owne pleasure to act 
& sett forth in many places of this kingdome diuerse & sundry 
playes & shewes which for the most part are full of scandall & s 
offence both against the Church & State & doe lykewise greatly 
abuse their authority in lendinge lettinge & sellynge their said 
Comissions & lycences to others by reason whereof diuerse lawles 
& wandringe [Courses] 'persons 1 are suffered to haue free passage 
vnto whome such grantes & lycences were neuer intended contrary 30 
to his maiestes pleasure & the lawes of this land his maiestes 
grant & Comission to the master of the Revelles & the first 
instituc/on of the said office Theise are therefore in his maiestes 
name straightly to chardge & comand yow & euery of yow that 
whosoeuer shall repaire to any of your Cityes Borowes Townes 35 
Corporate viliges hamletes or parishes & shall shewe or present 
any play shew motion feates of actiuity & sightes whatsoeuer not 
hauinge a lycence howe in force vnder the hand & seale of office 
of Sir lohn Ashly knight now master of his maiestes office 
of the Revelles or vnder the hand of his Deputy & sealed likewise #0 
with the seale of office that yow & euery of yow at all tymes 
foreuer hereafter doe sease & take away euery such grant patent 
Comission or lycence whatsoeuer from the bringer or bearer 
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Suffragans 
Tenements 

Thomas Quashe 
per me: Benhonin Houldarnis 
per me Peter Sandley 
per me Edward lefferye 

single sheet 

Receiued by vs the waytes for the Citty of Norwich for our 
service & paynes taken the v th of November 1626 pd by lohn 
Bassham Chamberline to eyther of vs for that day iiij s to all 
xx s and for the 27 th day of March 1627 to euery of vs viij s in 
all xl s, so for both dayes iij 1 
Thomas Moodye T Thomas Quashe 
per me Beniamin Houldernes Edward lefferye 

1627-8 
Cbamberlaitls' Accoutlts All N RO : 18.a 
f65v 

Of Thomas Moody for the whole yeares fearme of a Corner 
Tenement parcell of the Suffragans Tenementes and of a 
parcell of ground with a Stable parcell of the gray ffriers due at 
our Lady 1628 letten to him by Indenture from St Michaell 1616 
for xxj ue yeares (if he liue solonge) this beinge the xij th yeare, 
And pay yearely lij s 
Of Beniamyn Holdernes for the whole yeares fearme of Two 
other Tenementes there due at our Lady .1628 letten to him by 
Indenture from St Michaell 1616 for xxj ue yeares yf he solonge 
live this beinge the xij th yeare of that tearme & pay euery halfe 
yeare xvj s viij d xxxiij s iiij d 
Of Thomas Quashe for the whole yeares fearme of an other 
Corner Tenement & of the Tenement to the same corner 
Tenement adioyninge due at our Lady 1628 letten to him by 
Indenture from St Michaell 1624 for xxj ue yeares this beinge the 
iiij th yeare And pay euery halfe yeare, 1 s v li 
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13-14 / Sandlyn "s signature missing, but amounts sbow that five waits were paid 
13 / T before Thomas Quashe very faint and in the band of Quashe's signature; probably 
a probatio pennae 
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Suffragans 
Tenements 

other disorder to the dishonor of God, breach of his majesties 
lawes & contempt of gouernement, yt is therefore ordered that 
from henceforth no wherryman lnhabitinge or beinge in this 
City shall vse any passage by water vpon the Lordes day, And 
that there shall not at any tyme hereafter any Cudgell play or 
other vnlawfull sportes or pastimes be permitted in any part of 
this City, nor shall there be any musicke performed vpon that 
day by the waites of this City or any other at the markett Crosse 
or any other open place within the City whereby any such 
Concourse of people shalbe occasioned to be assembled 
Master Sheriff Daniell did refuse to giue his Consent herevnto./ 

Chamberhtins'Accounts hll N RO: 1 8.a 
f 81v 

Of Thomas Moody for the whole yeares fearme of a Corner 
Tenement parcell of the Suffragans Tenementes & of a parcell 
of ground with a Stable parcell of the gray ffriers due at oler 
Lady 1629 letten to him by Indenture from St Michaell 1616 
for xxj te yeares (if he liue solonge this beinge the xiij th yeare 
And pay yearely lij s 
.oo 
Of Beniamyn Holdernes for the whole yeares fearme of Two 
other Tenementes there due at our Lady .1629 letten to him by 
Indenture from St Michaell 1616 for xxj te yeares yf hee solonge 
lyre) this beinge the 13 th yeare of that tearme And pay euery halfe 
yeare xvj s viij d xxx(.) 
Of Thomas Quashe for the whole yeares fearme of an other 
Corner Tenement & of the Tenement to the same corner 
Tenement adioyninge) due at our Lady 1629 letten to him by 
Indenture from St Michaell 1624 for xxj tie yeares this beinge the 
5 th yeare of that tearme, & pay euery halfe yeare 1 s v li 

f 84 

Item to Thomas Moody Thomas Quashe Beniamyn Holdernes 
Peter Sandlyn & Edward Iefferis waites of this City tor their 
yeares wages due at our Lady 1629 xv li 

25 

35 

40 

21 / opening parenthesis between yeaes and if 
27 / dosing parenthesis between lyre and this MS 
31 / closing parenthesis between adioyninge and due &IS 
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Suffragans 
Tenements 

Vees &wages 

Payments in 
generall. 

Item flower new Trevettes 
Item one Skarlett gowne 

1632-3 
Chamberlains "Accounts All 
f 162v 

NRO: 18.a 

Of Thomas Moody for the whole yeares fearme of A Corner 
Tenement parcell of the Suffragans Tenementes and of a parcell 
of ground with A Stable parcell of the Grey ffriers due at our 
Lady 1633 letten to him by Indenture from St Michaell 1616 
for xxj tie yeares (yf he liue solonge this beinge the xvij th yeare 
And pay yearely lij s 
ooo 15 
Of Thomas Quashe for the whole yeares fearme of an other 
Corner Tenement And of the Tenement to the said Corner 
Tenement adioyninge) due at our Lady 1633 letten to him by 
Indenture from St Michaell 1624 for xxj tie yeares This beinge the 
nynth yeare of that tearme And pay yearely for the same v li. 
.oo 
Of Peter Sandlyn for the whole yeares fearme of the other 
Tenement late in the occupacion of the said Beniamyn Holdernes, 
Due at our Lady 1633 holden at will and pay yearely xl s 
... 25 

f 164 

.oo 
Item to Thomas Moody Thomas Quashe Peter Sandlyn Edward 
Iefferis & lohn Atkyn wakes of this City for their yeares wages 3o 
due at our Lady 1633 xv li. 
Item to the same wakes to euery of them xl s for their Liveries then 
due As by an order made at the Assembly Holden the 24 th day of 
Ianuary in the 25 th yeare of the Reigne of Quene Elizabeth may 
appeare x li. 3s 

f 165v 
ooo 
Item to the waites of this City for their paines & attendance the 

13 I ope.parentbess between yeares and yf ,MS 
18 / closing parenthesis between adioyninge and due ,MS 

40 
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Xdkins bound 
Out 

Barbor 

,layors' Court Books xx N RO : 16.b 
f 327 (9 October 1641) 
This day Robert Browne came to desire to shewe puppinge playes 
but was denyed the same 
.oo 

f 360v* (14 September 1642) 
This day Robert Strowger hath agreed to take William Adkins the 
sonne of lohn Adkins of St Symondes parishe apprentice vntill 
he comes to his age of flower & twenty yeares & he is to haue 
xx s of the parishe & xxx s out of St Symondes parishe monyes 

Apprenticeship Indentures ! N RO: 16.d 
f 108 (19,1h O, 1642) 
Memorandum quod eadem die lohn Adkin of Norwich Barbor 
lnrouleth an Indenture bearinge Date the 20 th of March 1638 
sealed by Mathew Stanton sonne of Godfry Stanton whereby the 
said Mathew Stanton putteth him I selfe an apprentice vnto the 
said lohn Adkin from the day of the Date of the said Indentures 
 mill the full end & tearme of Seaven yeares duringe all which 
tearme the said lohn Adkin Covenanteth with the said Mathew 
Stanton his apprentice to teach & in forme in the Arte & Science 
of Musicke & barbareinge findinge vnto him fittinge & com'enient 
meate drincke & apparell Duringe the said tearme 

1642-3 
Chamberlains' A ccounts .x !! 
f385 

NRO: 18.a 

Item to Peter Sandline Edward leffery lohn Adkins George 
Langley & Richard Vnderwood weightes of this Citty for their 
yeares wages due att our Lady 1643 xv li. 
Item to the said Peter Sandline Edward leffery lohn Adkins 
George Langley & Richard Vnderwood for their liueryes due att 

4-5 / draft entry in/ICB A XI, f 82 10-13 / draft entry in MCB XXI. f 111 v 
19 / eadem die: date of pretnous entry. 19 May 

15 

2O 

25 

3O 

35 
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The Queen's Entertainment 
in Norwich in 1578 

On 30 August 1578, only eight days after Queen Elizabeth had concluded her visit 
to Norwich, Bernard Gutter's The 1oyfvll Receyuing of the Oueenes most excellent 
alaiestie into hit Highnesse Citie of Norwich was entered in the Stationers' Register 
Three weeks later, on 20 September, Thomas Churchyard's A Discovrse of The 
Queenes Maiesties entertainement in Suffolk and Norffolk was entered. 
Thomas Churchyard (15207-1604) in his long career was, at various times, 
soldier, would-be courtier, translator, prolific writer of rather 'drab' verses, and 
organizer of public entertainments. In addition to his activities at Norwich, he 
devised the entertainment for the queen's visit to Bristol from 13 to 21 August 
1574. (For a short description of the Bristol entertainment, see, for example, David 
M. Bergeron, English Civic Pageantry, 1558-1642 (London, 1971), pp 26-30; 
Chambers, ES, vol 4, 60-1 ). His preparations for a royal visit to Shrewsbury in J uly 
1574 came to nothing when the visit was abandoned. 
Little is known about the career of Bernard Garter (ft. 1563-79) whose full name, 
incidentally, does not appear in The loyfvll Receyuing. His poetic effusions include 
The tragicall and t7te bistorie wbicb happened betwene two English louers, 1563 
(London, 1565; STC: 11631) and A Newyeares Gifte, dedicated to the Popes 
Holinesse, and all Catbolikes addicted to the Sea of Rome... (London, 157 9; S TC : 
11629). (For further information, see D,\'B and W.W. Greg's and B. lfor Evans' 
introduction to Thomas Garter's The Alost Virtuous & Godly Susanna in Malone 
Society Reprints No. 74 (1936(1937)), pp v-vi). 
It seemed to me to be especially important to print transcriptions of the Garter 
and Churchyard accounts because they are not readily available in modern editions 
and, considering the importance of the occasion, very little is known about the pre- 
parations and expenditures for the entertainment of the queen from the Norwich 
records themselves The chamberlains' accounts for the period, which might have 
yielded much information, are missing. We do know, from the assembly minutes of 
25 July 1578, that the city made arrangements for the borrowing of four or five 
hundred pounds, but the chamberlains' accounts would probably have told us in 
some detail how the money was spent. Certainly some of the money was for 'the 
Setting forth of Shewes' and, fortunately, Garter and Churchyard give us specific 
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accounts of what some of those shows and other festivities were. 
The assembly minutes for 24 June 1578 give details of a twenty-one point plan 
for preparations for the queen's arrival: roads and bridges are to be repaired; livestock 
are to be kept outside the city; the Market Cross is to be repainted; and the pillory 
and cage are to be taken down temporarily. The Mayor's Court Book for 2 August 
1578 records that, against the queen's coming, sixty bachelors shall be appointed to 
wait upon the mayor, aldermen, and justices of the peace, and apparel themselves 
with 'mandclian, Cotes, hattes and Slivers [laces, ribbons? ].' The preparations for 
the queen's visit to the cathedral and her lodging in the bishop's palace were also 
elaborate, and the Dean and Chapter Receivers' Accounts show that expenses totalled 
one hundred and twenty-one pounds six shillings and threepence (Roll 28). 
Another document in a leather-bound book in the Royal College of Arms in 
London (X.C. Ceremonies 111, ff 89-9v), dated 1664, gives a list of 'Rewards given by 
the Cittie of Norwich to the officers and servants of the quenes retinue in this her 
Progress.' The document does not actually state that the progress was Queen 
Elizabeth's in 1578, but there can be no doubt that it was. Among the 'rewards' are 
payments of one pound each 'To the Musicions of the violls,' 'To the viii Musicions 
that Iollow the tent,' and 'To the Musicons Cornettes,' and two pounds thirteen 
shillings and fourpence 'To the Trumpeters.' The document is printed in full in 
Appendix 1. 
A full-scale critical edition of the Garter/Churchyard accounts is badly needed, 
but such an edition, of course, is far beyond the scope of this volume. Nichols omits 
a number of passages from the rather eccentrically modernized text in his Progresses 
o] Queen Elizabeth (vol 2, 136-213), and Jon Moynes gives modern spelling texts 
in his IH D dissertation, 'The Reception of Elizabeth I at Norwich' (Toronto, 1978). 
The texts printed below are transcriptions of the University Microfilms copy of 
the Huntington text of Garter (STC: 11627) and the copy of the first of two 
ttuntington texts of Churchyard (STC:5226). There are also copies of the Garter 
account in the British Library, the Bodleian Library, and the Folger Shakespeare 
Library (2), and of the Churchyard account in the British Library and the Bodleian 
Library. For bibliographical descriptions, see W.W. Greg, A Bibliograpby of the 
English Printed Drama to the Restoration, vol 1 (London, 1939), pp 154-6. The 
transcriptions printed below do not pretend to be 'editions,' but do have textual 
footnotes to irregular and doubtful readings. 
[he Garter and Churchyard accounts, when conflated, provide a fairly detailed 
chronological description of the entertainments which Norwich lavished on the queen. 
At one o'clock on the afternoon of Saturday, 16 August, the mayor and his 
entourage met tter Majesty at Hartford Bridge, about two miles west of the city. 
After the mayor's oration of welcome, the procession moved on to the town close, 
outside St Stephen's Gates, where Gurgunt, a mythical king of England, came forward 
to deliver his speech which, unfortunately, never materialized because of that most 
I.nglish of hazards - 'a showre of raine.' 
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vnto me to be vttred, and these (I thinke) are the thinges which 
you desired to heare. And because I doubt not but that there are 
a great number of your vertuous mynd herein: to satisfie both 
them and you, I haue here set forth what my smal capacitie 
could collect (touching the premisses) during the whole tyme of 
hir abode there. Accept my rude and rashe dealing in this my 
doyng, I beseech you, for that your Worshipfull request carieth 
me to my vttermost limite: wherein, though the sodaine 
chop of an vnskilfull Carpenter perhaps disquareth the 
strong tymber of this beautifull frame: yet let the 
skilfull eye of your worship and other learned 
Readers (to whome I submitte me)place the 
same to the best purpose, and holde 
my good will as recompence of 
my fault, and bynde me to 
them, and you for 
euer. Vale. 

Your Worships to commaund. B.G. I 

20 

The receyuing of the Queenes 
Maiestie into hir highnesse 
Citie of Norwich. 
On Saturday being the .xvi. of August. 1578. and in the 
t-wentith veere of the raigne of our most gratious soueraign Lady 25 
Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of England, France, and 
lrelande, Defendor of the Faith. &c. The same our moste dread 
and soueraigne Lady (continuing hir Progresse in Norffolke) 
immediately after dinner set forward from Brakenashe, where she 
had dyned with the Ladye Style, beeyng flue myles distant from 30 
Norwich, towardes the same hir most dutifull Citie: Sir Robert 
Wood, then Esquire, and howe Knight, Maior of the same Citie, 
at one of the Clock the same happy day, sette forwarde to meete 
with hir Maiestie in this order: First there roade before him wel 
and seemly mounted, threescore of the most comelie yong men 35 
of the Citie as Bachelers, apparelled all in blacke Sattyn doublets, 
blacke l lose, blacke Taffata Hattes and yeallowe Bandes, and 
their wfiuersall liuerie was a Mandylion of purple Taffata, layde 
about with siluer Lace: and so apparelled, marched forwardes 
two and two in a ranke. Then one which represented King 40 

9 / rite of Carpenter obscure 10 / fra of frane obscure 
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GVRGVNT, sometime King of Englande, which builded the 
Castle of Norwich, called Blanch Floure, and layde the foundation 
of the Citie. He was mounted vppon a braue Courser, and was 
thus furnished: His body Ar- t med: his Bases of green and white 
silke: on his head a black veluet Hat, with a plume of white 
Feathers. There attended vpon him three Henchmen in white and 
greene: one of them did beare his Helmet, the seconde his Tergat, 
the third his Staffe. After him a noble companye of Gentlemen, 
and wealthie Citizens in veluet Coates, and other costly furniture, 
brauely mounted. Then followed the Officers of the Citie euery 
one in his place. Then Maister Sword-bearer, with the Sworde 
and Hatte of Maintainaunce. Then Maister Maior, and route and 
twentye Aldermen, and Maister Recorder, al in Scarlet gownes, 
wherof, so many as had bin Maiors of the Citie, and were lustices, 
did weare their scarlet cloakes. Then followed so many as had bin 
Sherifs, and were no Aldermen, in violet Gowns, & satten tippets. 
Then followed diuers other, to keepe the people from disturbing 
the array aforesaide. Ths euery thing in due and comely order, 
they al (except G V R G V N T which stayed hir maiesties comming 
within a flight shot or two of the city, where the Castle of 
Blaunche Flowre was in moste beautifull prospect) marched 
forwardes to a bridge, called Hartforde Bridge, the vttermoste 
lymit that way, distaunt from the Citie two miles or thereaboutes, 
to meete with hir Maiestie: who, within one houre or little more 
after their attendaunce, came in such gratious and Princely wise, 
as rauished the harts of all hir louing subiects, and might haue 
terrifyed the stoutest heart of any enimy to beholde. Whether 
the Maiestie of the Prince, whiche is incomparable, or ioy of hir 
subiectes, which exceeded measure, were the greater, I thinke 
woulde haue appalled the iudgement of Apollo to define. The 
acclamations and cries of the people to the Almighty God for the 
preseruation of hir Majesty, ratled so loude, as hardly for a great 
time coulde any thing be hearde: But at laste, as euery thing hath 
an ende, the noise appeased: & Maister Maior saluted hir highnesse 
with the Oration following, and yeelded to hir Maiestie therewith 
the sworde of the Citie, and a faire standing cup of siluer and 
guilt, with a couer, and in the Cup one hundreth pounds in golde. 
The Oration was in these wordes: I 

18 / Thsfor Thus 37 / co of couer obscure 
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The Mayor's Oration Englished. 

IF our wishe should be graunted vnto vs by the Almighty, 
what humaine thing we would chiefly desire: we would account 
nothing more pretious (most Royall Prince) than that the bright 
beame of your most chast eye, which doth so chere vs, might 
penetrate the secret strait corners of our hartes: then surely 
should you see how great ioyes are dispersed there, and howe the 
spirite and liuely bloud tickle in our arteries and small veynes, in 
beholding thee the light of this Realme (as Dauid was of Israeli) 
now at length, after long hope and earnest petitions, to appeare 
in these coastes. Truely on mine owne part, which by your 
Highnesse authoritie and clemencie (with humble thankes be it 
spoken) do gouerne this famous Citie, and on the parte of these 
my brethren and all these people which by your authoritie we 
rule (speaking as they meane, and as I my selfe doe thinke) this 
onely with all our hartes and humble praiers we desire, that we 
may so finde your Maiestie gracious and fauourable vnto vs, as 
you for your part neuer came to any subjects better welcome 
than to vs your poore subiectes here. For most manifest token 
wherof, we present vnto your Maiestie here, these signes I of 
honour and office, whiche wee receiued of the most mighty 
Prince Henry the fourth, in the fift yere of his raigne, then to vs 
granted in the name of Mayor, Aldermen, and Shirifs, where as 
before tyme out of minde or mention, we were gouerned by 
13ayliffes (as they terme them) which euer since haue bene both 
established and encreased with continuall priuiledges of Kinges: 
And which by your only clemencie (which with immortall 
thankes we shall neuer cease to declare) we haue now these .xx. 
yeres enjoyed: and together with those signes, this treasure is a 
pledge of our good wils and habilitie: which all how great or little 
so euer they be, we poure down at your pleasure, that if we haue 
neglected any thing in all this course of your most happy raigne, 
which becommeth most louing, obedient, and well willing 
subiectes to performe, for the preseruation of your Crown, and 
aduancement of your highnes, you may then determine of vs and 
al ours, at your most gracious pleasure. But if we haue (God 
being our guide) so ordered the gouernance of this citie, that we 
haue kept the same in safetie to your Maiesties vse, and made the 
people therein (as much as in vs lieth) first, most studious of 
Gods glory and true religion, and next of your Maiesties health, 
honour, and pleasure, then aske we i nothing of you, for that the 
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Did hast, before thy face in presence to appeare. 
Two thousand yeares welnye in silence lurking still: 
Heare, why to thee alone this seruice l do yelde. 
Besides that, at my Cities sute, their founder first 
Should gratulate most this ioyfull sight in open field. 
Foure speciall pointes and rare concurring in vs both 
This speciall seruice haue reseru'd to thee alone: 
The glory though of eche in thee doth farre surmount, 
Yet great with small comparde, will like appeare anone. 
When doubtfull warres the British princes long had wroong, 
My grandsire first vniting all did weare the Crowne. 
Of Yorke and Lancaster, who did conclude the broiles? 
Thy grandsire Henry seuenth, a king of great renowne. 
Myne vncle Brennus eke, my father ioyning handes, 
Olde Rome did raze, and sacke, and halfe consume with fire: 
Thy puissant father so, new Rome that purple whore 
Did sacke, and spoile hir neare of all hir glittering tire. 
Lo Cambridge scholes by myne assignment founded first, 
By thee my Cambridge scholes are famous through the world, 
I thirtie wandring ships of banisht men relieued. 
The thronges of banisht soules that in this Citie dwell, 
Do weepe for ioy, and pray for thee with teares vntold. 
In all these thinges thou noble Queene doest farre excell. 
But loe to thee I yeld as duety doth me binde 
In open field my selfe, my Citie, Castle, Key, I 
Most happy fathers Kinges in such a daughter Queene, 
Most happy England were, if thou shouldest neuer die. 
Go on most noble Prince, for I must hast away, 
My Citie gates do long, their Soueraigne to receyue: 
More true thou neuer couldst, nor loyall subiects finde, 
Whose hartes ful fast with perfect loue to thee do cleaue. 

10 
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THen hir Maiestie, drewe neare the Gates of the Citie called 
Sainct Stephens gates, which with the walles there were both 
gallauntly and strongly repayred. The gate it selfe was thus 
enriched and beautified. First ye Portcullice was new made both 
tymber and yron, then the outwarde side of the gate was thus 
beautified: The Queenes Armes were moste richely and beautifully 
set forth in the chiefe fronte of the gate, on the oneside 
thereof, but somewhat lower, was placed the scutchion of S. 
George, or Saincte George his crosse: on the other side, the armes 
of the Cittie: and directlye vnder the Queenes Majesties armes 

35 

40 
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In admiration of thy grace, good Queene thart welcome hither, 
More welcome than Terpsicore, was to the town of Troy. 
Sea-faring men by Gemini conceiue not halfe my ioy: 
Strong Hercules to Theseus was neuer such delight 
Nor Nisus to Eurialus as I haue in this sight, 
Penelope did neuer thirst Vlisses more to see 
Than 1 poore Norwich hungred haue to gaine the sight of thee. I 
And now that these my happy eyes beholde thy heauenly face, 
The Lord of Lordes I humbly pray, to blisse thy noble grace 
With Naestors life, with Sibilles helth, with Croesus stock and 
store, 
With all good giftes of Salomon, and twice as many more. 
What should I say? thou art my ioy next God, 1 haue none 
other, 
My princesse and my peerlesse Queene, my louing nurse and 
mother. 
My goods and lands, my hands and hart, my limbes and life are 
thine, 
What is mine owne in right or thought, to thee I do resigne. 
Graunt then (oh gracious soueraigne Queene) this only my 
request, 
That that which shal be done in me, be construed to the best. 
And take in part my slender shewes, wherin my whole 
pretence 
Is for to please you Maiestie, and end without offence. 
So shall I clap my hands for ioy, and hold my selfe as rich 
As if I had the golde of Inde, and double twice as much. 
FINIS. B.G. 

Then spake Debora. 

w Here princes sitting in their thrones set god before their sight 
And liue according to his lawe, and guide their people right, 
There doth his blessed giftes abounde, there kingdomes 
firmely stand 
There force of foes cannot preuayle, nor furie fret the lande. 
My selfe (oh peerlesse Prince) do speake by proofe of matter 
past, 
Which proofe by practise I perfourmde, and foylde his foes at 
last. 

1o 
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10 / Naestors for Nestors 
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For labin king of Canaan, poore Israel did spight, 
And ment by force of furious rage to ouerrun vs quite. 
Nyne hundred Iron Chariots, he brought into the field. 
With cruell captaine Sisera by force to make vs yeelde. 
1 lis force was great, his fraude was more, he fought, we did 
defende, 
And twenty winters long did last this warre without an end. 
But he that neyther sleepes nor slackes such furies to correct, 
Appointed me Debora for the Judge of his elect: 
.\nd did deliuer Sisera into a womans hande. 
1 slewe them all, and so in rest his people helde the lande. 
So mightie prince, that puisaunt Lord, hath plaste thee here to 
be, 
lhe rule of this triumphant Realme alone belongth to thee. I 
Continue as thou hast begon, weede out the wicked route, 
Vpholde the simple, meeke and good, pull downe the proud & 
stoute. 
lhus shalt thou liue and raigne in rest, and mightie God shalt 
please. 
Thv state be sure, thy subiectes safe, thy common welth at 
ease. 
Thy God shal graunt thee length of life, to glorify his name, 
Ihy deedes shall be recorded, in the booke of lasting fame. 
FINIS. B.G. 

Then spake ludeth. 

otl floure of Grace, oh prime of Gods elect, 
Oh mighty Queene and finger of the Lord, 
Did God sometime by me poore wight correct. 
-1 he Champion stoute that him and his abhord? 
[hen be thou sure thou art his mighty hand, 
1-o conquere those which him and thee withstand. 

[he rage of foes Betbulia did besiege, 
l-he people faint were redy for to yeeld: 
God ayded me poore widow nerethelesse, 
To enter into Holofernes field, 
And with this sword by his directing hand, 
To slay his foe, and quiet so the land. 
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If this his grace were giuen to me poore wight, 
If widowes hand could vanquish such a foe: 
Then to a Prince of thy surpassing might. 
What Tirant liues but thou mayest ouerthrow. 
Perseuer then his seruant as thou art, 
And hold for aye a noble victors part. 

Then IAester spake. 

Finis 3.G. 

The fretting heads of furious foes haue skill, 
As well by fraude as force to finde their pray: 
lnsmiling lookes doth lurke a lot as ill, 
As where both sterne and sturdy streames do sway, 
Thy selfe oh Queene, a proofe hath seene of this, 
So well as I poore Estber haue iwis. I 

As labins force did Israel perplex, 
And Holofernes fierce Betbuliel besiege, 
So Hamons slights sought me and mine to vex, 
Yet shewde a face a subiect to his liege. 
But Force nor Fraude, nor Tyrant strong can trap, 
Those whiche the Lorde in his defence doth wrap. 

The proofes I speake by vs haue erst bin seene, 
The proofes I speake, to thee are not vnknowen. 
Thy God thou knowest most dread and soueraigne Queen, 
A world of foes of thine hath ouerthrowen, 
And hither nowe triumphantly doth call 
Thy noble Grace, the comforte of vs al. 

Doste thou not see the ioy of all this flocke? 
Vouchsafe to viewe their passing gladsome cheare, 
Be still (good Queene) their refuge and their rocke, 
As they are thine to serue in loue and feare: 
So Fraude, nor Force, nor foraine Foe may stand 
Againste the strength of thy moste puyssaunt hand. 

Then spake Martia. 

FINIS. B.G. 

w lth longdiscourse (oh puissant Prince)some tract of time we spend, 
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Vouchesafe yet howe a Little more, and then we make an ende. 
The thundring blaste of Fame, whereof Dame Norwich first did 
speake, 
Not only shooke the aire and skies, but all the earth did breake, 
It rend vp graues, and bodies raisde, eche spirite tooke his place, s 
And this alonely worde was hearde: Here comth the pearle of 
Grace, 
Here commes the lewell of the worlde, hit peoples whole delight, 
l'he Paragon of present time, and Prince of Earthly Might. 
lhe voice was strange, the wonder more: For when we viewde 
the Earth 
Eche Prince that erst had raigned here, receyvde againe his breath, 
And with his breath, a libertie to holde againe his place, 
If any one amongest vs all exceede your noble Grace. 
Some comforte euery one conceyued to catche againe his owne, 
His vtmost skill was trimly vsde, to haue his vertues knowne. 
lhe playes surpasse my skill to tell, but when eche one had 
sayde, I 
Apollo did himselfe appeare and made vs all dismayed. 
Wil you contende with hit (quoth he,) within whose sacred breast 2o 
Dame Pallas and my selfe haue framde our soueraigne seate of rest? 
Whose skill directs the Muses nine, whose grace doth Venus 
staine: 
Hit eloquence like Mercurie: like luno in hit traine? 
Whose God is that eternall loue which holds vs al in awe? 2s 
Beleeue me, you exceede the bounds of equitie and lawe. 
Therewith they shronk themselues aside, not one I coulde espie, 
They coutcht them in their caues agayne and there ful quiet lye, 
' et I that Martia hight, whiche sometime rulde this land, 
As Queene for thirtie three yeares space, gate licence at his hande, 30 
And so Gurguntius did, my husbands father deare, 
Whiche built this Towne and Castle both, to make oure homage 
here, 
Whiche homage mightie Queene accept: The Realme and right is 
thine: 
The Crowne, the Scepter, and the sworde to thee we do resigne. 
And wishe to God, that thou mayste raigne, twice Nestors yeares 
in peace, 
l'riumphing ouer all thy foes, to all our loyes encreace. Amen. 
FINIS. B.G. 40 

Herewith she passed vnder the gate, with suche thanks, as 
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Upon the Monday following, M. Churchyard brought Mercurie 
in a gallant coatch strangely apparelled, into the grene yard vnder 
the priuy or bedchamber window, out of the which, the Queenes 
Maiestie looked: which Mercurie, in verse made for ye purpose, 
vttred to hir highnesse, that if it were hir pleasure at any tyme to 
take the ayre abrode, there were deuises to be seene to pleasure 
hir Maiestie, & according to that promise, on Tewsday following 
(for before that day by meanes of the wether she went not abrode) 
he performed a very prety pleasant shew before hir highnes 
without S. Benets gates as she went towards i Cossie Parke to 
hunt. lnwhich day the Minister of the Dutch church pronouncing 
to hit Maiestie the Oration folowing, presented the cup therein 
mentioned, which 1 esteeme to be worth fiftie poundes, very 
curiously wrought. 

Oratio ad Serenissimam Angliae Reginam habita. 19. Augusti. 
1578.. Ministro ecclesiae Belgogermanicae Nordouici in 
loco publico. 

10 

15 

MAgna oratoribus qui percelebratorum aerate vixerunt fuit laus, 20 
Serenissima Regina, quod ludicum animos partim suauiloquentia, 
partim posita rei personaeque ante ipsorum oculos calamitate, in 
quemcunque vellent animi habitum transformarent: Prius 
membrum non vulgarem nobis ob oculos ponit hominum 
facilitatem, quod adeo sequaces dictoque audientes fuerint, vt se 25 
linguis duci paterentur: Posterius magnam vbique apud gentes, 
quarum Respublica optabili ordine fuit constituta obtinuit 
gratiam: longh autem maiorem apud eos qui Christo nomen 
dederunt: omnium veto maximam apud te 6 Serenissima Regina, 
ecclesiae Christi matrix, cuius animum verbo Dei obsequentem 30 
instruxit, non fucatus hic sermo, sed Christi spiritus, pietatisque 
zelus: ipsissima piorum calamitas afflictorumque lachrymae, 
lachrvmae inquam Christifidelium te commouerunt, misera 
dispe'rsaque Christi membra quibusuis iniurijs obiecta, mille Jam 
mortibus territa, in tutelam salutemque animi iuxta ac corporis 35 
recipere atque protegere: Ob haec singularia tua in nos pietatis 
beneficia, & quod tutore optimo Magistratus in hac tua 
Nordouicensi vrbe (quam Maiestas tua nobis ob Christi 
religionem exulantibus domicilij loco clementer concessit) 
viuimus, adde quod populi in nos animum fauorabilem experimur, 40 

30 / matrixfor nutrix 
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imbuere, dignetur bonus ille & clemens 
Deus, per merita filij sui Domini 
nostri lesu Christi. Amen. I 
REgiae Maiestati post orationem oblatum est monumentum 
aliquod, in cuius superficie artificos+ sculpta erat historia losephi: 
ex Genesi. 

In circumferentia verb hoc carmen. 

lnnocuum pietas ad regia sceptra losephum, 
Ex manibus fratrum, carnificisque, rapit: 
Carcere & insidijs sic te Regina tuorum 
Ereptam duxit culmina ad ista Deus. 

lnscriptio erat in ipsius capacitate scripta in orbem, hoc modo. 

Serenissimae Angliae Reginae Elizabethae, ecclesiae Belgicae 
Nordouici ob religionem exulantes, hoc monumentum & pietatis 
& posteritatis erg6 consecrabant. 1578. 

In interiore ipsius parte erat insigne serpentis in gyrum 
conuoluti, cui media insidebat columba, cum hoc Christi 
Elogio: Prudens vt serpens, simplex vt columba. 

The minister of the Duch Church 
his Oration in Englishe. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

rtt E Oratours (most gratious Queene) which liued in the age 
of them that won greatest renowme, were highly commended, 30 
tot that they could transforme the ludges mindes partly, by 
eloquence, and partly by setting downe before their eyes the 
calamitie of the thing and person they spake of, into what 
disposition them listed: the first part declareth vnto vs no 
common facilitie of men, in that they were so willing in folowing, 3s 
and attentiue in hearing, as they would suffer themselues to be 
lead by eloquence: the last obteined great fauour amongest all 
nations, whose common weale was gouerned in good order, and 
far greater amongest the Christians: but greatest of all with thee 
O most excellent Queene, the nourse of Christ his church, whose 0 
minde obedient to Gods worde, the spirite of Christ, and zeale of 
Godlinesse, and not this profane kinde of speech hath instructed: 
the verie calamitie of Godly men, and teares of the afflicted, the 
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teares, I say, of faithfull Christians haue throughly moued thee 
to defende and protect the miserable and dispersed members of 
Christ obiecte to euerie kinde of iniurie, before beaten in peeces 
by I a thousand deathes with the safetie and preseruation as well 
of minde as bodie: for these thy singuler benefits of Godlinesse 
towards vs, and that wee liue vnder so good a tutor beeing 
magistrate in this the Citie of Norwich, which thy maiestie hath 
of clemencie granted vnto vs for a mansion place, which were 
banished for Christ his religion, & moreouer that we finde the 
mindes of the people fauourable towards vs, first we geue 
immortall thanks, not suche as we ought, but such as we are able 
vnto God the father, and the Lorde our only sauiour Iesus Christ, 
and then vnto thee most mercifull Queene. Moreouer it is our 
humble and yet our only petition to shewe vnto your maiestie 
the thankfulnesse of our minde: behold therfore dedicated to 
your most excellent maiestie not any gifte but our minde, no 
princely iewell but a monument of godlinesse and posteritie, the 
which we hope will be so much the more acceptable to your 
maiestie, for because the goodnesse of God towardes your 
maiestie is liuely drawen out of the historie of the innocent & 
most godly Iosephus, whom neither pollicie, strength nor desire 
of bearing rule, but constant faith, godlinesse of a Christian heart, 
and heauenly vertue by Gods singular mercie, deliuered from the 
bloudie conspiracie of his brethren & feare of death, and brought 
vnto high dignitie and royal kingdome: to whose brethren that 
prouerbiall sentence of the Hebrewes is verie fitly alluded. Enuie 
being the desire of euill things, and couetousnesse of transitorie 
renowne, is often times the occasion of roans destruction : but 
touching the minde of Iosephus, the same was endued with suche 
temperance and fortitude, that he might be thought no lesse 
vniust then wicked, that would accuse him so much as with the 
least affection of reuengement, so wholly did he commit him 
self and all the gouernement of his life, his life, I say, put in 
hazard in a strange kingdom vnto the prouidence of God, that he 
seemed to hang of no other thing then the onely will of God. But 
to what ende speake I this? Are not these selfe same things, and 
others their like (6 most excellent Queene) by the eyes of all men 
cleerely beholden in thee, and the order of thy kingdome? What 
man (I say) hauing his wittes, can deny these thinges to be the 
most happie ioy, spirituall crowne, and cheefest ornament of 
Christes churche, and truely of this kingdome the princely 
beautie and perpetuall renowne? Thou surely doest followe 

25 

30 

40 
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Princeps) quibus complectemur studijs? quibus officijs, aut qua 
voce grati animi voluntatem testificabimur? Cfim enim omnes 
referendae gratiae studio & lahore, vel accuratissimas rationes 
exquisiuerimus, ne vnius quidem huius beneficij, quo nos 
augustissimae maiestati tuae obstrictos esse & deuinctos s 
agnoscimus, magnitudinem assequi poterimus. Superabimur vel 
ab hoc vno & singulari merito, nedum sperandum est, vt immenso 
reliquorum meritorum pelago, quod turn in omnes tibi subditos 
public, & generatim, turn in hanc ciuitatem propri ac 
particulatim exundauit, pares esse queamus. Ver nos iam '6}q3wv o 
incolimus, & in beatis illis insulis de quibus meminit Hesiodus 
trap" davov 3aOv6ivrlv aetatem agimus, qui non modo frugibus, 
lana, pecore, alijsque subsidijs humanae vitae, sed multo rnagis 
verae religionis verbique diuini, in quibus animi soils acquiescunt 
preciosissimis opibus abundamus. Sunt qui Britanniam alterum 5 
orbem appellauerunt, quod hac aetate nostra dici rectissim posse 
arbitror. Cfm enim omnes vndique terrae grauissimis bellis 
affligantur, & discordiarum iactentur fluctibus, soil nos, 
celsitudine tua clauum moderante, in pacatissimo portu 
nauigamus, & ab orbe malorum disiuncti in caelum quodammodo 20 
foelicitatis sublati videmur. Quod est ergo officij nostri, primum 
deo Optimo Maxbno gratias agimus, cuius vnius bonitati omnem 
bane, quantacunque est, beatitudinem acceptam referimus, 
precamurq,te 't earn nobis propriam & perpetuam esse velit: 
deinde celsitudini tuae, serenissima Regina, cuius opera, cura, 25 
solicitudine, & partam hanc nobis foelicitatem & tot annos 
conseruatam agnoscimus. Laetamur hoc aspectu tuo, & 
gratulamur incredibili studio, quod turn ex meo ipsius sensu 
loquor, tum omnes qui iam vndiq,e confluxerunt Nordouicenses 
tui  me dici postulant. Atque inam in haec pectora posses 30 
oculos inserere, & occultos animorutn nostrorum sinus perlustrare, 
videres profect6 inclusam intus, quae tantis angustijs erumpere 
non potest, infinitam molem voluntatis. Fidem omnem, studium, 
obseruantiam, quae tantae Principi debentur, vt hactenus 
promptissim6 detulimus, ira studiosissim semper deferemus, & si 35 
quando I casus aliquis inciderit (quod Deus omen auertat) vt 
sacrosanctae maiestatis tuae, aut istius florentissimi regni vel salus 
in discrimen veniat, vel dignitas periclitetur, non solum bonorum 
omnium ac facultatum effusionem, sed laterum nostrorum 
oppositus & corporum pollicemur. Rogamus deinde & obsecramus 4o 
i 2 I Works and Days 171 : a happy (land} ... beyond the deep-eddying ocean 
21 / foelicitatis lot felicitatis 26 / foelicitatem for felicitatem 
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excellentiam tuam, illustrissima Regina, vt & hoc nostrum 
qualecunque officium a summa beneuolentia animoque qu&m 
gratissimo profectum boni consulas, & de nobis Nordouicensibus 
sic existimes, ad lautiores te fortasse subditos venisse saepe, ad 
laetiores nunquam. 

The Oration of Stephan Limbert, publike Scholemaster, to the 
most magnificent Prince, Elizabeth of England, Fraunce, 
and lrelande Queene, &c. before the gates of the 
Hospitall of Norwiche. 

IT is reported (moste gracious Queene,) that Aegypt is watered 
with the yearely ouerflowing of Nilus, and Lidia with the golden 
streame of Pactolus, which thing is thought to bee the cause of 
the greate fertilitie of these countries: but vpon vs, & farther, 
ouer all Englande, euen in the vttermost borders many and maine 
riuers of godlinesse, iustice, humilitie, and other innumerable 
good things, in comparison of the which, golde is vile & nought 
worth, do most plentifully gush out, and those not from Tmolus, 
or other hilles I knowe not which, but from that continuall and 
moste aboundant welspring of your goodnesse. And that of those 
infinite goodnesses I may lightly touch one, for that neither place, 
time, nor my facultie doth permit to speake of many: with what 
praises shall wee extoll: with what magnificent wordes shall wee 
expresse that  notable mercie of your highnesse, most renowmed 
Queene, & vncredible readinesse to releeue the neede of poore 
men, then the which of many vertues none can be more 
acceptable vnto God, as Homer writeth, neither any vertue in a 
mightie Prince more wondered at amongest men. This hospitall 
of poore men is moste famous, whiche will be a monument of 
princely vertue and beneficence amongest all posteritie, instituted 
by the moste mightie King Henry your highnesse father. 
confirmed with the great seale, by the moste noble King Edward 
your brother, but by your maiestie whiche deserueth no lesse 
praise, of late notably encreased and amplified by the landes & 
possessions of Cringleforde, that you may not nowe worthily 
reioyce.- so much in others ornamentes, as your owne vertues. 
For you are saide for your singular wisedome and learning, to 
haue studied that diuine lawe of the moste wise Plato, which he 
left written in the eleuenth booke of lawes. Such your great 
bountie therefore, so exceeding, and incredible mercie (O most 
vertuous Prince) in what books shall wee comprehende? with 
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these words to the Queene. The good meaning Maior, and al 
his brethren, with the reste, haue not rested from praying vnto 
the Gods to prosper thy comming hither, and the Gods themselues 
moued by their vnfained prayers, are ready in person to bid thee 
worthily welcome, and I M E RCV R IE the God of Merchantes and 
Merchandize, and therefore a fauourer of these Citizens, being 
thoughte meetest and chosen fittest to signifie the same. Gods 
there be also which cannot come, being tyed by the tyme of the 
yeare, as c E R E S in Haruest, B A CC i I V S in Wines, ' O M E N A in 
Orchardes. Onely Il IM IN EVS denyeth his good wil, eyther in 
presence, or in person: notwithstanding, DIANA hath so 
countrechecked him therefore, as he shall euer hereafter be at 
your commaundement. For my part, as 1 am a reioycer at your 
comming, so am 1 a furtherer of your welcome hither, and for 
this tyme 1 bid you farewell. 

lhen marched they aboute agayne, and that done, lupiter 
spake to the Queene in this sorte, and then gaue her a ryding 
Wande of Whales fin curiously wrought. 

I-F axe not oh Queene, thou arte beloued so, 
.ks Subiectes true, will truely thee defende: 
Feare not my power to ouerthrow thy wo, 
1 am the God that can eche misse amende. 
[hou doest know, great IVPITER am 1, 
That gaue thee fyrst thy happy Soueraigntie. 

1 glue thee still, as euer thou haste had, 
A peerelesse power, vnto thy dying daye: 
1 giue thee rule to ouercome the bad, 
And loue, to loue thy louing Subiectes aye. 
! giue thee heere this small and slender wande, 
1-o shew, thou shalt in quyet rule the Lande. 

lhen luno spake, whose gift was a Purse curyously wrought. 

IS IVNO rich? no sure she is not so 
She wantes that wealth, that is not wanting heere, 
[hy good gets thee friendes, my welth wins many a foe, 
My riches rustes, thyne shyne passing cleere. 
1-hou art beloued of Subiectes farre and nye, 
Which is such wealth as money cannot bye. 
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[his is my gift, there shall no woe preuayle, 
That seekes thy will, agaynst thy willes delight, 
Not where they will, but where it likes thy minde, 
Accept that friend, if loyall thou him finale. 

The Doue being caste off, ranne directly to the Queene, and 
being taken vppe and set vppon the Table before hit Maiestie, 
sate so quietly, as if it had bin tied. 
Then after they had marched again about APOLLO presented 
his gift, which was, an Instrument called a Bandonet, and did sing 
to the saide Instrument this Dittie, as he played. 

! r seemeth straunge to see such strangers here, 
Yet not so straunge, but straungers knows you well: 
Vour vertuous thoughts to Gods do plaine appeare, 
'*'our acts on earth bewraies how you excell: 
You cannot die, Loue here hath made your lease, 
\,'hiche Gods haue sent, and God sayeth shal not cease 
Vertuous desire desired me to sing, 
No Subjects sure, thoughe suters they were all, 
APOLLOS gifts are subjects to no King, 
Rare are thy gifts, that did APO L LO call, 
Then still reioyce, sithens God and Man say so, 
Fhis is my gift, thou neuer shalt haue woe. 

P A L L A S then speaketh, and p resenteth hit gifte, whiche was 
a Booke of Wisedome, 

,10st worthy wight, what wouldste thou haue of me? 
lbou haste so touche, thou canste enjoy no more- 
l cannot glue, that once I gaue to thee, 
Nor take away thy good I gaue before. 
! robbed was by Natures good consent 
Againsre my will, and yet I was content. 
A PALLAS thou, a Princesse I will be: 
1 Queene of losse, thou Goddesse whiche haste got: 
1 sometime was, thou onely now arte she, 
! take, thou gauest that lucke that was my lot, I 
1 glue not thee this Booke to learne thee aught, 
For that 1 knowe already thou arte taught. 

Then after they had marched againe about, NEPTVNE did 
speake: his gifte was, a great Artificiall Fishe, and in the belly 

15 

20 

30 
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Whiche is but softe, and breedes but softe goodwill. 
Nowe this is guilte, yet seemes it golde full good, 
And doth deceiue blinde louing people still. 
But here is one is seldome felte or seene: 
This is of Golde, meete for the noblest Queene. 
Wherefore Dame faire, take thou this gifte of me, 
Thoughe some deserue, yet none deserue like you, 
Shoote but this shafte at King or Caesar: He, 
And he is thine, and if your wilte allowe. 
It is a gifte, that many here woulde craue, 
Yet none, but thou, this golden Shafte maye haue. 

10 

There was written vppon the shafte. 

My Coulour loy, my Substaunce Pure, 
Mv Vertue suche as shall endure. 
v IN IS. Goldingham. 

15 

l!lr Maiestie receiued these gifts very thankfully, the Gods and 
Goddesses with the reste of the maske marched aboute the 
Chamber againe, and then departed in like manet as they came in. 
Ihen the Queen called to hit Maister Robert Wood, the Mayor of 
Norwich, whome first she hartily thanked: and toke by the 
hande, and vsed secret conference, but what, I know not. And 
thus this delightfull night passed, to the Joy of all whiche sawe 
hit Grace in so pleasant plight. 
lhe nexte daye being Friday, in whiche day the Courte 
remoued, the Sreetes towards Saint Benets gates, were han-  ged, 
from the one side to the other, with cordes made of hearbes and 
floures, with Garlands, Coronets, Pictures, rich clothes, and a 
thousand deuices. At the gates themselues, there was a stage 
made, very richly apparelled with cloth of Go/de, & crimsen 
veluet, wherevppon in a close place made thereon for the purpose, 
was placed very sweete Musicke: and one ready to tender hit this 
speache following. The dolefull houre of hit departure came, she 
passed from the Courte, to those gates, wyth suche countenaunces, 
both of hit Majesties parte, and hit Subjects, now dolorous, nowe 
cheerefull, as plainly shewed the louing harts of both sides: when 
she came there, the speach was thus vttered vnto hit. 

rErrestriall loyes are tied with sclender file, 
Eche happy hap full hastily doth slyde, 

2o 

25 

3o 

35 



278 APPENDIX 2 

Graunt, though with griefe to hir departing will. 
Conclude wee then, and sing with sobbing breath, 
God length thy life, (oh Queene Et.tZABE'rla.) 
FINIS. B.G. 

rllen departed hir Maiestie out of the gates, within a flight 
shot or little more whereof, Maister Churchyarde had another 
shewe, which ! leaue to himselfe to vtter: bycause my hope is, 
he will manifest that amongest the reste shortely. 
This finished, hir Maiestie in Princely manner marched 
towardes the confines of the liberties of the Citie of Norwich, 
whiche 1 suppose almost twoo miles: before she came there, 
Maister Major brake to my Lorde Chamberlaine, that he was to 
vtter to hir Maiestie an other Oration, wherof my Lord seemed to 
haue good liking: but before they came to the saide con-I fines, 
Maister Maior was willed to forbeare the vtteraunce of the same 
his Oration, bicause it was about vii. of the clock, and hir 
Maiestie had then fyue myles to ride. Neuerthelesse he gaue to 
hir Maiestie both his Orations in writing, whiche she thanked him 
for. She also thanked the Major, euery Alderman, and the 20 
Commoners, not onely for the great cheare they hadde made hir, 
but also for the open housholds they kept to hir highnesse 
seruaunts, and al other. Then she called Maister Maior & made 
him Knight: & so departing, sayd: I haue laid vp in my breast 
such good wil, as 1 shall neuer forget Norwich, and proceeding 
onward did shake hir riding rod and said: Farewel Norwich, wyth 
the water standing in hir eies: In which great good wil towards vs 
all, I beseech God to continue hir Maiestie with long and 
triumphant raigne ouer vs all. A/ EN. 

The Majors Oration at hit departure, 
de/iuered in writing. 

30 

t2Vae venientJa laeta sunt, ea cure recedunt solent esse tristiora. 
Quid enim (Summe Deus) potuit hic Sol vsquam conspicere 35 
beatJus, qum nos videbamur nobis, vel cum hic primum 
(Serenissima Princeps) Maiestatis tuae splendor illuxerit: vel 
reliquo hoc perexiguo sank tempore quo in tua praesentia, 
tanquam in omnium rerum faelicissima vbertate conquieuimus: 
Sed vae illi rerum humanarum vicissirudini, quae nihil illibatum, 4o 

J9 / faelicissima/or felicissima 
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nihil aeternum patitur: ita voluptas tristitiam trahit, & laetitiam 
nostram dolor non excipit solum: sed acerbissime intercipit: 
Ira vt, qui nuper accidentem te lautitijs omnibus excepimus: 
abeuntem nunc, si id pateretur Amplitudinis tuae & tanti 
comitaetus celebritas, pullatis vestibus prosequeremur. Tanti 
doloris causam si postules, nescio quid suae Maiestatis personae 
tuae Deus indidit, quod summam tui Reuerentiam admirabilis 
cuiusdam amoris plenam excitat, quo fit vt aegre patiamur nos l 
te diuelli. Accedit quod vtcunqte Amplitudini tuae visi sumus 
(quae tua est clementia) omne gratitudinis officio satisfecisse: 
nobis tamen ipsis nondum satisfecimus, nec vnquam san 
satisfacturi sumus. Longioris tamen temporis vsuram optaremus, 
si id commodum esset, vt si non maius, at certe diuturnius 
specimen vel obedienciae, vel amoris nostri exhiberemus. Sed & 
voluntati tuae & vtilitati publicae cedendum est: quam te & velle 
semper, & in omnibus spectare saris nobis magno cure 
emolumento nostro est compertum. I nunc igitur, i pede fausto, 
quo tua te virtus vocat. Nos autem vel hoc ipsum abunde 
consolabitur, (quod & immortales gratias, & perpetuam rei 
memoriam meretur) Te principem post omnium memoriam 
praestantissimam dignatam nostros lares tam humaniter inuisisse. 
Postremum hoc erit, nos hic coram te, quam Dominus vnxit, 
atque omni hac celebritate Deum nunc intuentem testari in 
animas nostras, nos fidem & obedientiam in illo, nostram tibi vni 
inperpetuum reseruaturos. Tu Religionis nutrix, Reipublicae 
mater, Principum decus, Subditorum solacium, foelicissim 
(nollem dicere) Vale. I 

The Mayors last Oration Englished. 

THose thinges which at their comming are ioyfull, when they 
depart are the more sorowful. For what (6 mighty God) could 
this Sunne at any tyme behold more happy, than we did seeme 
to our selues, either whet/ first (6 most merciful Prince) the 
brightnesse of thy Maiestie did here shine out, or els in all the 
tyme we rested in your presence, as in a paradise or most happy 
abundance of all thinges. But woe to that chaungeable course of 
humaine thinges, which suffreth nothing vncorrupt, nor any 
thing eternall: so pleasure bringeth atter it sadnesse, and griefe 
doth not onely sodainly take away our delightes, but most 
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tantae virtutis inuitarent? Quare si firmissima sit custodia 
principum tides, subditorum quemadmodum prudentissimos 
sensisse viros accepimus, quid potest tutius esse & securius 
excellentia tua, qum tanta tuorum studia muniuerunt? Extraxi 
longius orationem meam, Nobilissima Regina, vt paulo diutius 
frueremur vsura iucundissimi conspectus tui, quem non sine 
maxima molestia grauissimoque dolore amissuri sumus. Sed quia 
ferenda sors est quae vitari non potest, ne profectionem tuam 
plus aequo remorari videar dum obsequi studeo cupiditati nostrae, 
finem dicendi faciam. Tuarn vero Maiestatem quam ex oculis 
nostris hodiernus dies eripiet animis tamen & voluntatibus 
prosequemur, absentem semper intuebimur, legibus & 
mandatis studiosissime obtemperabimus, salutem 
denique & incolumitatem tuam qua nostra etiam 
salus continetur, Deo Optimo Maximo 
assiduis precibus qum diutissim 
tuendam & conseruandam 
commendabimus. I 

Mr. Limberts Oration, which had bin rehearsed at hit Graces 
departing, but that she set late forward in hir Progresse. 

GEIIius in his Noctibus Atticis (moste excellente Princesse) 
doth write, that it was the saying of Phauorinus the Philosopher, 
that the daye was one while a mother, another while a stepdame: 
and that hee vsed this verse, long time allowed, among men, in 
hys accustomed communication, .),),ore larrobr uO, et laeor, 
t)Oore tarrro. Which verse Gellius in this manner expoundeth: 
That of sorrows & pleasures there be changes, that it cannot be 
well euery daye with vs, but this day well, and that day yl. And 
surely, that nothing hath bin at any time more gallauntly or 
truely spoken, both the continuall course of mans vncertaine 
estate, and the often alterations wherto he is subiect, manifestly 
declare, beside that, this present day giueth euident proofe 
thereof. For, the most ioyfull comming of your highnesse, did 
not so muche recreate and comforte vs in our daylye desire and 
longing, as we are discouraged by this your departing, whereto 
we see preparation made on al hands. And as all ages and degrees 
receyued your Maiestie, with ioy and gladnes at your comming: 
so there is not one but lamenteth and mourneth at your graces 
going. And doubtlesse for my part, bycause myne owne hart is 
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best knowne to my selfe, l protest that 1 neuer tooke vppon me a 
greater charge, then that, wherewyth at this present 1 am 
burthened: not onely to speake face to face with a most learned 
lady and princesse, which notwithstanding is, of it self, a harde 
and a busie matter: but, which is much more, that to me is 
befallen the sad and sorowful office of leaue taking. For, who 
woulde not be exceedingly greeued, to see the thing which he 
principallye desired, in a verye shorte time, and as it were 
ar" 6ray, at an in stant taken away, before he might haue therof 
full fruition? How lamentable a thing is it, to pul away sucking 
babes from the breastes and bosomes of their most lo-iuing 
mothers? l'hat sonnes and fathers, through some miserable 
misfortune, shoulde be sundered? Yet 1 notwithstanding am of 
opinion, that nature hath not ingendered in any man such large 
loue, and so great good will, no not towarde them whom they 
haue begotten, or of whom they themselues haue bene begotten, 
as is the loue and goodwill wherewith we aduaunce, obey, and 
reuerence your Maiestie, being the mother and nurse of this 
whole Common welth, and Countrie. Great is the force of 
friendshippe and familiaritie, which oftentimes bringeth to passe, 2o 
that they, which eyther by some kinde of fellowshippe, or by an 
accustomed condition of life, in tracte of time haue bin closely 
knitte, and so become both of one minde, and as it were growne 
togither, that hard and scant they may be seperated, & set in 
sunder. Hereof sprang the faithfulnesse of Theseus, commended 
by the mouth and monumentes of all men: and the entier 
friendshippe of innumerable more, whom no daungers, nor 
labours, eyther by sea or land, coulde sequester from their sweete 
society & comfortable company, with whom they long had liued. 
And what desires, or what delightes haue any where bin founde, 30 
that may be compared with the sincere affection, and vnfayned 
good wil, which we beare to your Highnesse, most excellent 
Princesse? These are not sufficiente shewes of our fayth and 
beneuolence, which is much greater than that the eloquence of 
any learned man, or that the slendernesse of my witte and 
capacitie maye make it manifest. Nature at no tyme tyed any 
thyng with a straighter knotte, or set seueral things at greater 
agreement, than the soule and the bodie: a declaration wherof is, 
the incredible consent and concorde of them both, the mutual 
care and regard of succouring each other resting in them both: 40 
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striue to follow this lanterne when occasion is offered, than any 
way thinke me affectionate, or that I haue partially proceeded in 
this exercise of pen. And howe righte Worshipfull, if you muse 
why I do enterlard this discourse with some suche wordes or 
sentences, as may seeme to degresse from my purposed cause, I 
pray you conceyue, both for varietie, and the vertue of the 
matter, that my iudgement is carried by circumstances, to treate 
at large those things, that shortnesse of speeche will not suffer, 
and that my cunning can not aptly place euery thing in his order: 
but yet as I l may (vnder your correction) I will boldly hold on 
my matter which I haue penned, for those people that dwell farre 
off the Court, that they may see with what maiestie a Prince 
raigneth, and with what obedience and loue good Subiectes do 
receiue hit: not that l thinke, but al the Sheeres of England are 
most willing to do their duties to the vttermost of their powers: 
but that in deede the like of this entertaynement hath not bin 
seene: I haue presumed to sette out these things, and namely, 
bycause at Norwich I was employed to sette forth some shewes, 
which heere I haue imprinted, as well those that hit Highnesse 
sawe not, by meanes of euill weather, as those she sawe and 
heard, and gaue gratious thankes for. And as I mind to wrighte 
what truely happeneth in my memorie, so meane I to touche a 
little, the manner and inclination of the common people, whose 
ciuill sorte and curtesie is greatly to be commended. Withall, I 
haue I placed at the end of this discourse, a feawe verses, in the 
honoring of good mindes, and trauelling bodyes, meaning 
thereby Sir Humfrey Gilbert, Maister Henry Knolles, and others, 
right worthy and honest Gentlemen, presently passed towards a 
happy voyage as I hope. These paynes and purposes of myne, 
proceede onely on the good will I beare to al vertuous actions, 
and so I trust you will take them, and gluing my small Booke a 
little countenance (if it so stande with youre pleasure) I shall find 
my selfe greatly bound vnto you therefore, and among the rest 
that speaketh well (which are not a few) of your vprighte 
gouernemente of life, I will not bee the last shall yeeld you 
deserued laude, as knoweth God, who encrease his 
grace and good giftes in you, and make your end 
as honorable, as your dayes haue bin blessed. I 
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of delight, as publishe to the world these penned discourses, thy 
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wits would wa.xe a weery of my friuolous wordes, and I should 
gaine but little frute by my labour and trauell: and greater 
delight can not be presented, than heere to shew thee the good 
disposition of some people, bredde vp, and nourished out of the 
bowels of thine owne nation. And albeit it seemeth strange, that 
people nurtured farre from Courte, shoulde vse muche courtesie, 
vet will i prooue by the humblenesse of the common people, 
where lately the Prince hath passed, that if in a manner all ciuilitie 
were vtterly decayed, it might haue bin found freshly florishing 
in many of those parties and places specifyed before: for so 
soone as the presence of the Prince was entred in their boundes, 
by a meere motion of homage and fealty, a generall consent of 
duetie and obedience was seene thorough the whole Countrey, 
and well were they that might first find occasion by any meanes 
to welcome a Courtier, I and not with feyned ceremonies, but 
with friendlye entertaynemente. And although it be a custome, 
and most laudable manner for the poore commons to runne in 
flockes to see their Soueraigne, yet there, as me thought, their 
desire was so greate, that they hadde neuer ynough of the sight 
so long wished and desired: and such reuerence and humilitie 
they vsed towardes all the trayne, wheresoeuer they encountred 
anye of them, that the inwarde affections of the people was 
playnely expressed by their outward apparance, and manifest 
curtesies: in so much, that the meanest persons that followed the 
Court, stood maruellously contented with that they saw, and 
wondered at the rare & good maner of the peeple, especially in 
Norwich, where the entertainemente was so greate, that all 
degrees, from the highest to the lowest, were had in such 
admiration, that it seemed another worlde to beholde: which 
newe kinde of reuerence, and comely custome of the Countrey 
(as it may be properly applyed) makes the old haughtinesse, and 
stiffenecked behauiour of some places, to blushe, and become 
odious, yea in soyles, that the Prince generally keepeth hir 
residence, & most abode in, where proude people will passe by 
many of the Nobilitie, withoute mouing eyther cappe or knee, a 
stubborne stoutenesse, and an vnmanner- I ly disordered boldnesse, 
bredde vp and fostered on the long familiaritie had with the 
noble mens seruants, and dayly view of their maisters, with 
whiche sighte they are so cloyed and weeryed, that theyr duetie 
is forgotten, and vtterly reiected, that ought to be ashamed of 
abuse, and shoulde vse more reuerente manners. If they would 
(to leaue off thys audacious fashion) but looke on dyuers Sheeres 
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brauely mounted in good order, ready to receyue the Queenes 
highnesse into Suffolke, which surely was a comely troupe, and 
a noble sight to beholde: and all these waited on the Sheriffe Sir 
William Spring, during the Queenes Maiesties abode in those 
parties, and to the very confynes of Suffolke. But before hir 
highnesse passed to Norffolke, there was l in Suffolke such 
sumptuous feasting and bankers, as seldome in any part of the 
world hath bin seene before. The maister of the Rolles, Sir 
William Cordall, was one of the firste that beganne this great 
feasting, and did lighte suche a Candle to the rest of the Sheere, 
that many were glad bountifully and franckly to follow the same 
example, with such charges and cost, as the whole trayne were in 
some sort pleased therewith. And neere Bury, Sir William Drury 
for his part at his house, made the Queenes highnesse a costly 
and delicat dinner, and Sir Robert lermyne of Roeshbroke 
feasted the French Embassadoures two seuerall times, with 
whiche charges and courtesie they stood maruellously contented. 
The Sheriffe Sir William Spring, Sir Thomas Kidson, Sir Arthur 
ttigham, & diuers other of worship, kept great houses, and 
sundry eyther at the Queenes comming, or returne, solemnely 
feasted hir Highnesse, yea and deftrayed the whole charges for a 
day or twayne, presented giftes, made suche triumphes and 
deuises, as in deede was most noble to beholde, and very 
thankefully accepted. The Norffolke Gentlemen hearing how 
dutifullie their neybours had receyued the Prince, prepared 
in lyke sort to shewe themselues dutifull, and so in most 
gallantest maner, assembled and set forward with fiue and twenty 
hundred Horsemen, whereof as some affirme, were sixe hundreth 
Gentlemen, so brauely attired, and mounted, as in deede was 
worthy the noting, which goodly company wayted on theyr 
Sheriffe a long season: but in good sooth (as 1 haue heard 
credibly spoken) the bankets and feastes began heere afresh, and 
all kind of triumphes that might be deuised, were put in practise 
and proofe. The Earle of Surrey did shewe most sumptous 
cheere, in whose Parke were speeches well sette out, & a speciall 
Deuice much commended : and the rest, as a number of Gentlemen, 
whose names I haue not, were no whir behinde to the vttermost 
of their abilities, in all that mighte be done and deuised. But 
when the Queenes highnesse came to Norwich, the substance of 
the whole Triumph and feasting, was in a manner there new to 
beginne, for order was taken ,there, that euery day, for sixe 
dayes togither, a Shew of some strange Deuice should be seene, 
and the Maior and Aldermen, appointed among themselues and 
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their breethren, that no one person, reteyning to the Queene, 
shoulde be vnfeasted, or vnbidden to dinner and supper, during 
the space of those sixe dayes.- which order was well and wisely 
obserued, and gayned their Citie more fame and credite, than 
they wot of: for that courtesie of theirs shall remayne in 
perpetuall memorie, whiles the walles of their Citie standeth. 
Besides the money they bestowed on diuers of the trayne, and 
those that tooke paynes for them (albeit my selfe but slenderly 
considered) will be a witnesse of theyr well doyng and good will, 
whiles the report of these things may be called to remembrance. I 
can not nor ought not, considering theyr great charges (and 
discrete gouernemente in these causes) but gyue them due laude 
and reputation, as farre as my penne or reporte may doe them 
good, and stretche out theyr credite. For most assuredly, they 
haue taughte and learned all the Townes and Cities in Englande a 
lesson, howe to behaue themselues in such like seruices and 
actions. 
Nowe to returne to the Shewes and purposed matter penned 
out by me (to shorten the season, and moue pastime to the 
Prince) I thoughte it conueniente to printe them in order, as they 
were inuented: for I was the fyrste that was called, and came to 
Norwiche aboute that businesse, and remayned there three long 
weekes before the Courte came thyther, deuising and studying 
the best I coulde for the Citie, albeit other Gentlemen, as Maister 
Goldingham, Maister Garter, and others, dyd steppe in after, and 
broughte to passe that alreadye is sette in Print in a Booke, where 
the Orations and spaeches of diuers are set out playnely and truly: 
and for that my meaning was orderly to proceede, I haue heere 
playnly drawen out my Deuice, not that I thinke it merits anye 
greate memorie, nor claymeth credite, but onely that myne 
honest intente may bee thereby expressed, and my friendes maye 
see how glad I am to honor God, my Prince, land my Countrey, 
trusting to set forth other workes as tyme will permitte, and that 
right shortly, that shall hold you longer tacke, and better please 
you. In the meane while I pray you take in worth and good part 
my little paynes and greate good will, and reade (as your fansie 
fauoures) the Verses and Deuises that followe 

The Song on Saturday at hit Highnesse entrie, soong on the 
great Stage that was next the Market place, by the 
Waytes and best voyces in the Citie. 
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"rile deaw of heauen droppes this day 
on dry and barren ground, 
Wherefore let frutefull heartes 1 saye, 
at Drumme and Trumpet sound 
Yeelde that is due, shew that is meete, 
to make our Joy the more, 
In our good hope, and hir great prayse, 
we neuer saw before. 

1-he Sunne doth shine where shade hath bin, 
long darkenesse brought vs day, 
1-he Starre of comfort now corns in, 
and heere a while will stay. 
Ring out the belles, plucke vp your sprightes, 
and dresse your houses gay, 
Runne in for floures to straw the streetes, 
and make what Joy you may. 
the deaw of Heauen. &c.  

l-ull many a Winter haue we seene, 
and many stormes withall, 
Since heere we saw a King or Queene 
in pomp and Princely pall. 
Wherefore make feast, and banker still, 
and now to triumph fall, 
With dutie let vs shew good will, 
to gladde both great and small. 
The deaw of Heauen. &c. 

The Realme throughout will ring of this, 
and sundry Regions moe 
Will say, full great our fortune is, 
when our good hap they knoe. 
O Norwich, heere the well spring runnes, 
whose vertue still doth floe, 
And loe this day doth shine two Sunnes 
within thy walles also. 
The deaw of Hauen. &c. 

This Song ended, hir highnesse passed towardes hir lodging, 
and by the way in a Church-yarde, ouer against Maister Peckes 
dore (a worthy Alderman) was a Skaffold set vp and brauely 
trmmed. On this Skaffolde, was placed an excellent Boy, wel 
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and gallantly decked, in a long white roabe of Taffata, a Crimson 
Skarfe wrought with gold, folded on the Turkishe fashion aboute 
his browes, and a gay Garlande of fine floures on his head, which 
Boy was not seene, till the Queene had a good season marked the 
Musicke, whiche was maruellous sweete and good, albeit the 
rudenesse of some ringer of belles did somewhat hinder the noyse 
and harmonie: and as soone as the Musike ended, the Boy stepped 
reuerently before the Queene, and spake these words that 
followe, i 

The Boyes speech at Maister 
Peckes dore. 

GReat things were meant to welcome thee (f) Queene,) 
If want of time had not cut off the same: 
Great was our wish, but small is that was seene, 
For vs to shew, before so great a Dame. 
Great hope we haue it pleasd our Princes eye, 
Great were the harmes that else our paynes should reape: 
Our grace or foyle, doth in your iudgement lie, 
If you mislike, our griefes do grow on heape: 
If for small things, we do great fauour find, 
Great is the Joy, that Norwich feeles this day: 
If well we waid the greatnesse of your mind, 
Few words would serue, we had but small to say. 
But knowing that your goodnesse takes things well 
That well are meant, we boldly did proceede: 
And so good Queene, both welcome and farewell, 
Thine owne we are, in heart, in word, and deede. 

The boy there vpon flang vp his Garlande, and the Queenes 
Highnesse sayd, This Deuice is fine. 
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Then the noyse of Musicke beganne agayne, to heare the which, 
the Queene stayed a good while, and after departed to the 35 
Cathedrall Churche, whiche was not farre from thence And the 
nexte day after, which was Sunday, when Princes commonly 
come not abroade (and tyme is occupyed wyth Sermons, and 
laudable exercises) 1 was to watch a conuenient season, where 
and how might be vttered the things that were prepared for 40 
pastime. And so vpon Monday before supper, 1 made a Deuice, 
as though MERCVRIE had bin sente from the Gods, to request 
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the Queene to come abroade, and behold what was deuised for 
hit welcome, the whole matter whereof doth follow.  

Mondayes Deuice. 

Tile manner of Mercuries Coatche and message to the Queene, 
requesting hir Highnesse to come abroade, and see what 
pastyme the Gods had prouided for a noble Prince. 

-iile Coatch that MERCVRIE came in to the Queene, was 
closelv kept in secret a long season, and when the time came it 
must passe towards the Court, it had a Trumpetter with it, and 
the Coatchman was made to driue so fast, as the Horses should 
seeme to flye, which was so well obserued, as the people wondered 
at the swiftnesse thereof, and followed it in suche flockes and 
multitudes, that scarce in a great greene (where the Preaching 
place is) mighte be founde roome for any more people. And 
when the Coatch approched in the hearing of a Trumpet, the 
lrumpetter sounded, and so came in to the greene sounding, 
vntill the Coatche was full placed before a window at the whyche 
the Queene stoode, and mighte be playnely seene, and openly 
viewed. When M I: RCV R IE hadde espyed hir highnesse, he skipped 
out of the Coatche, and being on the grounde, gaue a lump or 
two, and aduanced himselfe in suche a sorte, that the Queene 
smiled at ye boldnesse of the Boy. Thus M  RCV V,l beholding 
the Queene with great courage and audacitie, at the length bowed 
downe his head, and immediately stoode bolt vpright, and shaked 
his rodde, and so beganne his speeche with a most assured 
countenance, and brauely pronounced it in deede. I 

Mercuries speech. 

M Vse not good Queene at me that message brings 
From loue, or iust lehoua, Lord of might, 
No earthly God, yet gouernes mortall things, 
And sprites diuine, and shining Angels bright. 
fhis Lord of late to shew his mightie power, 
}lath wonders wrought, when world lookt least therefore: 
For at his becke, this day, and present houre, 
The }teauens shakt, the thunder boltes did rore. 
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The earth did mooue, the dead therein did rise, 
And out of graue, the Ghostes of men are gone, 
The wandring Sprites that houered in the Skyes 
Dropt downe from ayre, for world to wonder on. 
The Sainctes themselues, that sate in glory great, 
Were sent in hast, to worke lehouas will, 
And I that oft my restlesse wings do beate, 
Was cald, to vse my wings and office still. 
A common post is Mercury you know, 
When he commaunds that made the world of nought, 
And flyes as fast, as arrow out of bowe, 
When message may expresse lehouas thought. 
Whose power deuine full long ere this hath seene, 
That in this place should lodge a sacred Queene. 
And waying well, the Prince whereof I speake, 
Might weerie waxe of common pastimes heere, 
(For that he knowes hir judgement is not weake,) 
Deuisd aboue, below there should appeare 
(To welcome hir) some sights that rare should seeme, 
And carelesse stoode, what world thereof did deeme: 
So that good Queene, you take them well in worth. 
No sooner had lehoua meant these things, 
But Cloudes clapt hands, and soules of men came foorth 
Of Heauen gates, yea goodly crowned Kings 
Were flowen abroade, from blessed Abrams brest: 
Some in the ayre, and toppes of trees did rest,  
Some fell on Toures, and stately houses high, 
Some suncke in Seas, whose names were drouned now, 
And some did light on land where euery eye 
May them behold, and note their manners throw 
And therewithall, the blacke infernall spreetes 
Ranne out of Hell, the earth so trembling than, 
And like yong laddes they hopt about the streetes. 
The Satyres wilde, in forme and shape of man 
Crept through the wooddes, and thickets full of breeres, 
The water Nymphes, and Feyries streight appeares 
In vncouth formes, and fashion strange to view: 
The hagges of Hell that hatefull are of kind, 
To please the time, had learnd a nature new, 
And all those things that man can call to mind, 
Were gladde to come, and do their dutie throwe 
I seeing this, cald for my Coatch in hast, 
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meaning of the Deuisor. So ended that dayes Deuice, which 
offered occasion to further matter.  

Tuesdayes Deuice. 

AI this season, although I was not well prouided of thinges 
necessarye for a Shewe (by meane of some crossing causes in the 
Citie) yet hearing the Queene roade abroade, determined as 1 
mighte (and yet by helpe of friendes and happe) very well to 
renter the hazzard of a Shewe, and to be full in the way where 
hit highnesse should passe towards hit dinner, in whiche 
determination many doubts were to be cast, and many men 
persuaded to tarrie a better time, but considering how time roiled 
on, and dares and houres did wast (without doyng any thing 
promised, and not perfourmed) 1 hastily prepared my Boyes and 
Men, with al their furnitures, and so sette forward with two 
Coatches, hansomely trimmed. The common people beholding 
the manner thereof, and greedie to gaze on that shoulde bee 
done. followed, as their fansies did leade them: so that when we 
came into the open field, there was as great a trayne and preace 
about the Shewe, as came with the Courte at that instant, which 
graced much the matter, and gaue it some expected hope of good 
successe: and for that you shall (and please you) imagine you 
see the thing. ! haue heere set downe the whole manner of the 
Shew. and after that euery part as they were played, shall be 
heere expressed. 
I:irst, there is a fayned deuice, that VENVS and CVPID were 
thrust out of tteauen, and walking on the earth, metre a 
Philosopher. who demaunded from whence they came, they told 
the Philosopher what they were, and he replyed, and beganne 
with troth and tauntes to tickle them so neere, that VENVS fell 
in a great anger, and CVPID ranne away, and lefte his mother and 
the Philosopher disputing togither, but CVPID bycause he would 
be nourished some where, ranne to the Courte, and there soughte 
for succoure, and encountring the Queene, beganne to 
complayne hys state and his mothers, and tolde howe the 
Philosopher had handled them bothe: but /finding neyther 
aunswere nor ayde, returned agayne, but not to his mother, for 
she was fallen madde (vpon a conceyt that she was not made of) 
and CVPID wandering in the worlde, met with Dame Chastitie 
and hit maydes, called Modestie, Temperance, Good exercise, 
and Shamefasmesse, and she with hit route maydes encountring 



APPENDIX 2 309 

And either laugh to scorne our words, or taunt vs past the nick. 

Philosopher. 

Beleeue not that, but when in deede we enter neere the quicke, 
Ye wincke like Coltes, and fling away from witte and feeling seene, 
Wel Cupid, prooue thou art a God, and shew some good defence, 
To this thy talke, I will giue eare, and silence keepe a whyle, 
Vntill thy words haue gone so farre, thy folly makes me smyle.  

Cupid. 

The greatest Clarkes that earst haue bin, three thousand yeres agoe, 
When they on Venus talke or treate, takes Cupids part ye knowe. 
Their bokes, their scrolles, their pamphlets large, makes mention 
of my name, 
You nede no further search for proof, to try out Cupids fame 

Philosopher. 

Boast not of bookes, for bookes they be, that plainely withes 
beares 
How Cupids arte infects good minds, and canckers honest eares 
And though tbnd men in Fables shew on you a flourish fine, 
Such geegawes grees not with good rules, nor holds on gifts 
deuine. 

Cupid. 

Why" Sir, you will beleeue, that Ioue and many more 
Of other Gods in Heauen are, where I haue bin before? 

Philosopher. 

In Heauen? there you trippe, why boy how came you thence? 
You went abroade to take the ayre, and haue bin walking sence 
Like dawes along the coast, O boy, thy proofe is bare, 
In Heauen is but one that rules, no other Gods there are. 

Cupid. 

And doth not Ioue and Mars beare sway? tush that is true. 
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Philosopher. 

Then put in Tom and Tibbe, and all beares sway as much as you. 

Cupid. 

1 told you Sir before, your taunting tong would bite. 

Philosopher. 

1 come too neere the sore, and please not your delight. 
But since you fume for naught, and can not heare the truth,  
1 will not shame my hoarie heares, to striue with wanton youth. 
1-his Cupid, Venus sonne, as men suppose to bee, 
Is nevther God nor Man in forme, nor monster as you see, 
But such a kind of shade, as can no substance shoe, 
Begot by braynelesse blind delight, and nurst with natures foe. 
Fed vp with faithlesse foode, and traynd in trifling toyes, 
-Xwakt with vice, and luld asleepe agayne with yrkesome ioyes. 

\, antonnesse and Riotte commes in, and talkes with CVPID, and 
so takes him away. 

W antonnesse. 

A Rt thou so fond to talke with doting age, 
[his Man did bring thy mother in a rage, 
And told hir playne, a Goddesse faynd she was, 
Most leawd of life, and brittle as the glasse, 
1 Wantonnesse knowe well that tale is true, 
1 o this my friend now Riotte what say you? 

Riotte. 

1 could say much, but I will hold my peace, 
Foule is that bird that his owne neast defiles. 
If Riot should not speake, that Venus knowes so well, 
(with whom since Cupid bare a name, did wanton Venus dwel) 
Much pitie were it sure, that Riot life should beare, 
l:or 1 am father of delight and pleasure euery where. 
Without the help of whome, Dame Venus can not liue, 
For vnto Lust and Riot both, doth Venus honor giue. 
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And Lust is Riots ioy, a spright that pleades for place 
In euery soyle, since world began to boast of Adams race. 
And now to tell you playne, from me, or from my stocke, 
(An endlesse swarme of ydle folke, a merrie carelesse t-locke) 
As prating Poets fayne, at first did Venus spring, 
But Venus was no strumpet sure; she was some finer thing 
That alwayes furthers Loue, in French a Macreau playne, 
A beater of good bargaynes oft, and roote of fancyes vayne I 
Though Goddesse were she not, yet faire and fine was she, 
As I haue heard good Clarkes report, and you in Bookes shal see 
Of hit great Storyes made, and great accompt thys day 
We make of Venus darlings still, wherefore in briefe to say, 
Both I and thousands more, with Venus needes must hold. 
Twas she, to whome King Priams sonne did giue the apple of golde 
That cost so many liues: but reade the seege of Troy, 
And you shall see what prettie pranckes the mother and this boy 
Hath playd in many partes, my knowledge is but small, 
I tell by heeresay many things, but am not learnd at all 
Good Wantonnesse thou knowst, but passe ore that awhile 
I could tell tales of Venus yet, would make the hearers smile. 

Wantonnesse. 

O speake no more, come comfort Cupid now, 
Let Venus go, that sate and saw with eye 
The order great, and all the manner how 
Dame Chastitie did mount to Starrie Skye 
With such a Coatch, and such a noble spoyle, 
As seldome hath in Heauen oft bin seene. 
She sayd, when she had Cupid put to foyle, 
She gaue his bowe and shaftes vnto a Queene. 
And Cupid streight came running vnto me. 
I saw him bare, and sent him bare away, 
And as we are in deede but bare all three, 
So must we part as poorely as we may. 
No reasoning heere with him that learned is, 
Philosophers knowes more than wanton fooles, 
If we had once bin beaten well eare this 
And lord our Bookes, and truely plyde our Scholes, 
We had bin learnd, yea livd, and felt no lacke, 
Where now our wealth is all vpon our backe. 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

7 / c and u of Macreau unclear 



312 APPENDIX 2 

Riotte. 

BY sweete Sainct lohn we are in goodly weedes, 
To daunce with belles a Morrice through the Streets. 
If an)' heere, three ydle people needes, 
Call vs in time, for we are fine for sheetes: 
Vea, for a shift, to steale them from the hedge, 
And lay both sheetes, and linnen all to gage. 
We are best be gone, least some do heare alledge 
We are but Roages, and clappe vs in the Cage. 
Come Cupid come, if thou wilt heare a song, 
Dame Chastitie hath sent hir Coatch along, 
1o comfort those, that dayly liues in wo. 

Cupid. 

.x Ay Cupid will, go hang himselfe 1 trow. 
Much better were, to fall on poynt of knife, 
l-ban from rich state, to leade a beggers life. 

Cupid, Wantonnesse, and Riot, departs, and the Coatch softly 
commes on, with such Musicke as is deuised, and sings not, 
vntill the Coatch be before the Queeue, in the meane while the 
Philosopher speaketh. 

Philosopher. 

.',. O w world may Judge what fables are, & what vain gods ther be, 
,, hat names and titles fondlings giue, to them likewise you see, 
.And that one God alone doth rule, the rest no vertue showe, 
Vayne Venus and blind Cupid both, and all the ragment rowe 
And rabble of Gods, are fayned things, to make the season short, 
As wisedome knowesthat wel can wey, the worth & weight of sport. 
I hro ugh trifles ligh t, sad things are sene, through vice is vertue found, 
By hollow wayes, and crooked pathes, appearestheplaynestground. 
fhus leauing vnto wisedomes reach, the things that heere are done, 
And fearing foyle, if heere we should, in further folly runne, 
We stay, saue that, some Musicke commes, to knitte in order due, 
The substance of thys sillie Shew, that we present to you. , 

Modestie, Temperance, Good exercise and Shamefastnesse, the 
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wayting Maydes of Chastitie returne, come in and Sing: and 
after that Modestie speaketh. 

The Song. 

CHast life liues long and lookes 
on world and vvvicked ways, 
Chast life for losse of pleasures short, 
doth winne immortall prayse. 
Chast life hath merrie moodes, 
and soundly taketh rest, 
Chast life is pure as babe new borne, 
that hugges in mothers brest. 

Leawd life cuttes off his dayes, 
and soone runnes out his date, 
Confounds good wits, breeds naughty bloud, 
and weakens mans estate. 
Leawd life the Lord doth loath, 
the lawe and land mislikes, 
The wise will shunne, fonde fooles do seek, 
and God sore plagues and strikes. 

Chast life may dwell alone, 
and find few fellowes now, 
And sitte and rule in regall throne, 
and serch lewd manners throw. 
Chast life feares no mishappe, 
the whole account is made, 
When soule from worldly cares is crepte, 
and sittes in sacred shade. 

Leude life is laughte to scorne, 
and put to great disgrace, 
In hollow caues it hides the head, 
and walkes with muffled face, 
Found out and poynted at, 
a monster of the mind, 
A canckred worme, that conscience eates, 
and strikes cleere senses blind. 

7 / vvvicked .for wicked 
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Chast life a pretious pearle, 
doth shine as bright as Sunne, 
The fayre houre glasse of dayes and yeares, 
that neuer out will runne. 
The beautie of the soule, 
the bodyes blisse and ease, 
A thing that least is lookt vnto, 
yet most the mind shall please. I 

Modestie speaketh. 

10 

DAme Chastitie we serue, and wayte vpon hir still, 
Saue now, that she is cald to Cloudes, to know lehouas will. 
She bad vs walke abroade, and searche, where might be seene 
In stately troupe, and royall Court, a worthy noble Queene. 1 
Salute hir in my name, and looke in secret sort 
(Quoth she) you do with al your force, maynteyne hir princely port. 
Good exercise as chiefe, thy humble dutie doo, 
Let Shamefastnesse, and Modestie, and sober Temprance too, 
Attend as handmaydes still, vpon that sacred dame. 20 
We hearing what our mistresse sayd, & marking wel the same, 
Did hast vs hither streight, but ere we went at large, 
lehoua sent vs Graces great, and gaue vs powre and charge, 
(When pomp is most in place) to creepe in princely hart, 
And gide the mind, & throughly serch, the soule & euery part. 2 
That still the feare of God, be burning in hir brest, 
Ther is the only house O Queene, wher we four maids wil rest, 
There we will seruice shew, there shall our vertues budde, 
Ther is the plot, the seate, the soyle, and place to do most good 
Yea vnder richest roabes, we haue a powre to goe, 30 
In fairest weedes are cleanest thoughts, & purest minds I know. 
The carlish Countrey cloyne, yea clad in smeared cloke, 
With canckred hart, & currish lokes, sits grinning in the smoke. 
The comely cleane attire, doth carrie mind aloft, 
Makes man think scorne to stoupe to vice, & loke to Vertue oft. 3 
The Sunne that shineth bright, hath vertues manifold, 
A gallant floure hath pleasant smell, great goodnesse is in gold. 
So gay and glittring Dame, thy graces are not small, 
Thy heauenly gifts in greatest prease, in deede surmounts them all.  

Wensday. 

TJJ I Wensday hir highnesse dyned at my Lord of Surreys, 
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where were the Frenche Embassadours also, and a moste rare and 
delicate Dinner and Banquette. At whiche season 1 dyd watch 
with a Shewe (called MANHODE and DEZARTE,) at my Lorde 
of Surreys backe dore, going to the Queenes Barge: but the 
rowme was so little, that neyther the Shotte, the Armed men, 
nor the Players, could haue place conueniente: Where vpon we 
toke Boats, and conueyed our people downe the water, towards 
a landing place that we hoped the Queene woulde come vnto. 
And there hauing all things in a readinesse, hoouered on the 
water three long houres, by which meane the nighte came on, 
and so we were faine to withdrawe oure selues and goe 
homewarde, trusting for a better time and occasion, which in 
deede was offred the nexte day after by the Queenes Maiesties 
owne good motion, who tolde me she woulde see what pastimes 
were prepared, as hereafter you shall perceyue by the discourse 
of these matters that I meane to make, and by this Shewe of 
MANHODE, and the Shewe of the NYMPHES, which I minde 
fully and truely to treate of.  
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20 

THe Thurseday in the morning, my Lorde Chamberlaine gaue 
me warning ye Queenes highnesse woulde ride abroade in the 
after noone, and he commaunded me to be ready, dutifully to 
presente hir with some Shewe. Then knowing whiche way the 
Queene woulde ride (by coniecture and instructions giuen) I 
caused a place to be made and digged for the Nymphes of the 
water, the manner and proportion whereof, was in this forme and 
fashion. Firste, there was measure taken for threescore foote of 
grounde euery way, the hole to be made deepe and foure square, 
whiche ground was couered with a Canuas paynted greene like 
the grasse, and at euery side on the Canuas, ranne a string 
through Curtayne rings, whiche string might easily be drawen 
any kinde of way, by reason of two great poales that lay along in 
the grounde, and aunswered the Curtayne or Canuas on eache 
side so, that drawing a small corde in the middle of the Canuas, 
the earth woulde seeme to open, and so shut againe, as ye other 
end of the cord was drawen backward. And in the same caue was 
a noble noyse of Musicke of al kind of instruments, seuerally to 
be sounded and played vpon, and at one time they shoulde be 
sounded all togither, that mighte serue for a consorte of broken 
Musicke. And in the same caue likewise was placed twelue water 
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leade hir away. The other suters troubled with this kinde of 
dealing, should talke togither, and sweare to be in one minde, for 
an open reuenge, & vpon that Fortune should crye arme, arme. I 
The other side called for their friendes, at which styrre should 
appeare both their strengthes: but good Fortune should farre in 
power exceede his enimies: And yet to shew that Destenie, (and 
who best can conquer) shal gouerne all, Fortune should make an 
offer, that six to six with sworde and targette shoulde ende the 
brawle and businesse: then sixe Gentlamen on either side with 
rebated swords and targets (only in dublet and hose, and Morion 
on head) approched, and woulde clad/me the combat, and deale 
togither twelue blowes a peece, and in the ende Fortune should 
be victor: and then the Shot, and Armed men shoulde fall at 
variaunce so sharpely (vppon m/staking of the matter) that 
Fortunes side should triumph and march ouer the bellies of their 
enimies: in which time was legges and armes of men (well and 
liuely wrought) to be let fall in numbers on the grounde, as 
bloud/as mighte be. Fortune regarding nothing but victorie, 
marcheth so away in greate triumph, and then shoulde haue 
come into the place a dolefull song for the death of Manhood, 
Fauour, and Dezartes, and so the Shewe should haue ended. But 
now note what befell after this great businesse and preparation, 
for as the Queenes highnesse was appoynted to come to hir 
Coatch, and the Lords and Courtiers were readie to mount on 
Horsebacke, there fell suche a shoure of rayne (and in the necke 
thereof came such a terrible thunder) that euery one of vs were 
driuen to seeke for couerte and most comfort, in so muche, 
that although some of vs in Boate stoode vnder a Bridge, we were 
all so dashed and washed, yat it was a greater pastime to see vs 
looke like drowned Rattes, than to haue beheld the vttermost of 
the Shewes rehearsed. Thus you see, a Shew in the open fielde is 
alwayes subject to the sudda/ne change of weather, and a 
number of more incoueniences than I expresse. But what shoulde 
1 say of that whiche the Citie lost by this cause, Veluets, Silkes, 
Tinsels, and some cloth of golde, being cutte out for these 
purposes, and could not serue to any great effect after. Well, 
there was no more to say, but an old Adage, /at Man doth 
purpose, and God dothe dispose, to whose disposition and 
pleasure 1  committe the guide of greater matters. So this 
Thursdaye tooke his leaue from vs, and left vs looking one qon 
another, and he that thought he had receyued moste iniurie, kept 
greatest silence, and lapping vp, among a bundle of other 
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mysfortunes this euil chaunce, euery person quietly passed to his 
lodging. The nexte day was the Queene to departe the towne, 
and I fearing that all my labour shoulde be loste, deuised to 
conuert the Nimphes of the water, to the Fairies on the land, as 
hereafter shall appeare. In the meanewhile I haue sette downe 
the route speeches that foure Nimphes shoulde haue spoken at 
the Waterside, where the Queene was looked for: And withal, 1 
haue written the order and parts of the Shew of MANHODE and 
DEZARTES, that no one thing that was well meante, should 
sleepe in silence. And first and formost you must conceiue, that 
the Shew of M A N H O D E was inuented to be playde in a Garden, 
or wheresoeuer had bene found a conueniente place, the Prince 
then being in presence. And vnto hit Highnesse shoulde there 
haue come a Lady called Beautie, humbly on knees, requiring 
ayde and succoure, or else iudgemente, in a matter disputable, 
and in greate controuersie, vpon whose sure and humble 
intercession, the disputation was to beginne in order as followeth, 
in manner of a Dialoge, the parts whereof are heere for you to 
reade at )'our leysure, and after the same, as the Shewe of the 
Nymphes shoulde haue bin, shall their parts followe in lyke sort. 

Firste, Lady Beaut 3' speaketh, and she attyred in very goodly 
garmentes as becommeth such a Dame. 

M Ost royall Prince, speede on thy comely pace, 
Make hast in time, to do thy subiects good, 
Go runne with me, to stay this heauie cace, 
Take paynes good Queene, to gayne the giltlesse bloud. 
In one mans life, saue liues of many moe, 
Saue him in whome, the state of others stayes, 
For 1 poore wretch, God knowes am minded so, 
With him to liue, with him to end my dayes. 
Who now in force, of Tyrants hands doth lye, 
And vaynely striues, to scape his helplesse fate, 
Who seeth his death, and dolefull date so nigh, 
Go hast to help, and yet perhaps too late. 

Manhode. 

YEt were 1 best, to kill this peeuish Boy, 
Whome now she makes, hir chiefe and sole delight, 
in whome she finds, such pleasure and such ioy, 
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Beautie. 

o Gracious Prince, to thee my mone 1 make, 
And prostrate fall, O Prince before thy foote, 
With wonted grace, on me some pitie take, 
O salue my sore, let sorrow find some boote. 
I swelt in sighes, and sure shall dye to see 
My friend dispatcht, and murthred in this wise, 
O bid the wretch, come thrust his sword in me, 
For from my loue, the cause of griefe cloth rise. 
! made the fault, then punish me therefore, 
Shall silly Lamb, be ledde to slaughter thus? 
Do evther help, with death my endlesse sore, 
Or with remorse, and ruth the case discusse, 
If he do dye, by Mightie loue 1 sweare 
l will not liue, if sword or knife be found, i 
With scratched face, with rent and tome heare, 
1 know at first, my corpse will fall in sound, 
And then adue, my sprite shall steale away, 
O Queene, in hast, now bidde the Tyrant stay. 
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Manhoode. 

Since thou, O Prince, forbidst reuenge to take, 
And wilst that men, should lose their time in loue, 
Then marke my case, and giue me leaue to make 
Myne owne defence, and so alleadge and proue, 
And I will shewe my right and title good, 
And that I do, deserue the thing I craue. 
lhough this fond wretch, alwayes my sure withstoode, 
As one who long, in furies fittes doth raue, 
*,*,'home leawd delight, hath ledde out of the way, 
(Which good Aduise, and ordred ludgement keepe) 
Whome Beauties blast hath bounst against the bay, 
Where craggy rockes, and sands lye hidde in deepe, 
A fond deuice to trust to paynted face, 
And fasten fayth vpon so fickle stay, 
Io whome Dame Hebe, lends often guisefull grace, 
Which euery yeare and day doth plucke away, 
Whome sicknesse spoyles, and many sorowes moe, 
Whome time doth eate and age at length deuoures, 
Whome cares of mind do shake and alter so, 
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As Winter winds defaceth Sommer floures. 
A snare for witte, a bayte for wanton youth, 
A false conceyte, an error of the mind, 
A fond delight, wherein there is no truth, 
A poysoned dish, that doth the reason blind. 
A colour cast on things that are but bace, 
A glorious shew, to shrowde a homely part, 
A rule to runne, a leawd and retchlesse race, 
A deepe deceyte, which daunteth oft the heart. 
In rage of youth, these pricking thistles growes, 
Whiles Riot raygnes, and Folly beares the sway I 
In hoarie age, Deuice and Couecell showes, 
Where borrowed hew, and blossome fades away. 
The weaker sexe, in beautie doth excell, 
The infant hath, athe sleeke and smoothest face, 
The hurt-full weede, which yeeldes a lothsome smell, 
To view of eye, doth vaunt a glorious grace. 
In outward showes, in deede the trust is small, 
They are but clokes, and vizards of deceight, 
The vertuous mind, and manlike sprite is all, 
Which gaynes renowme, and mounteth to the height. 
Dame Venus loues, the fierce and warlike Knight, 
Though once alas, she lord him to hir payne. 
And Ladyes which, do loue and iudge aright, 
Loue such as can, their cause with force maynteyne. 
What could thys Boy, do for his misrresse sake? 
Whome could this face, subdue in open field ? 
ludge thou, O Queene, which of vs two could make 
The better shift, and force the worst to yeeld. 

Good fauoure. 

YEt let me pleade, my cause before my Queene 
As thou hast done, and sentence after craue, 
Then shall the truth, of our two sutes be seene, 
1 craue no spoyle, but wish the thing I haue. 
Why should my beautie, purchase my disgrace? 
Why should my prayse, become mine vtter shame? 
Why should Dame Natures giftes be thought so base, 
Which heeretofore haue bin in greater name? 
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Who euer could, enforce the Gods with might, 
To yeeld themselues, as conquerd with his strength? 
Yet Beautie hath, subdude them with his sight, 
And made them bend, and bow to him at length. 
Whome force subdues, with sadde vnwilling heart, 
Submittes themselues, and greeue at euery stroke: 
Who beautie winnes, and gaynes vnto his part, 
They gladly graunt, to take the pleasant yoke.  
Thy strength thou mayst, full many a Winter hide, 
Till time doth serue, to shew the same in place, 
Sweete Beautie can, no moment be vnspide, 
But doth delight, each one with gladsome grace. 
Dame Natures shew, and Ritches Beautie is, 
A Heauenly gift, to rauish euery eye, 
A perfite Pearle, wherein is naught but blisse, 
Delight of men, delight of Gods on high. 
Apollo pleasd, himselfe with Golden heare, 
Heabe delightes, the Gods with comely hue, 
God Venus oft, hir tender brest did teare, 
When she Adonis death was fayne to rue. 
Phoebus did mourne, when his delight was slayne, 
With great mishappe, and error of his hand, 
But Gannimed, aboue with loue doth raigne. 
And wayting on, his Nectars cuppe doth stand. 
What should 1 speake, of him who at the brooke, 
The wanton Nimphes, in loue supprisd away, 
Or him whome Phoeb, in to hir Charriot tooke, 
Or him, whose beautie dimd the morning grey. 
The Gods in beautie, passe each mortall wight, 
And men surmount, in forme the fayrest beast, 
And yet of them, some are more braue in sight, 
Whose natures are, more fined than the rest. 
The vgly Tode, swels out his poyson cold, 
A crabbed corpse, commes of a churlish kind, 
No ragged mold, the vertue rare can hold, 
A seemely face, declares a modest mind. 
The fayrest Horse, will swiftest runne his race, 
The gallantst Hound, will soonest wind his game, 
What neede I more, to treate vpon this cace, 
The hearers shall, be iudgers of the same, 
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If Beauties giftes, and fauoure you exile, 
Then Manhode must, be heere preferd the while. 

Dezart. 

STay Judgement Prince, and let my cace be known 
Whose friendly toyle, deserues to reape his gayn 
Mine earnest sure, may not be thus orethrowen, 
So long employd, in hope and endlesse payne. 
I see these men, prease boldly heere in place, 
Vnfolds great words, and long debates the cace: 
And braues it out, with goodly gallant Shewes, 
Which I will not, eclips nor blot at all, 
My clayme is good, and that iust God he knowes, 
What neede I then, my right in question call. 
I haue no force, nor skill in marshiall field, 
I boast not of my fresh and flouring hue, 
Nor yet neede not, in any poynt to yeeld, 
That can alleadge, Dezarts and seruice true. 
My trauell then, and truth may not be lost, 
Nor my good will, be recompenst with wrong, 
Nor he that hath, with tempestes sore bin tost, 
And tasted griefes, and bitter torments long, 
May not so soone, be shaken off for nought, 
I take fine tearmes, to shew my secret thought: 
The Gods accepts, our dutie in good part, 
The Prince rewards, the billes of our request, 
The greatest men, consider but the heart, 
The friendly meanes, can tame the wildest beast. 
And Women who, in softest mouldes be cast, 
Whose tender heartes, rues on our carefull cryes, 
Must needes be wonne, with louing meanes at last, 
To ease our playntes, and wipe our watered eyes. 
True loue of right, must recompenced be, 
Dezart must needes, flye farre beyond the rest, 
Then graunt O Prince, this pretious prise to me, 
Whose loyall Ioue, claymes place aboue the best. I 

Good fortune. 

M vch words are spent, where speech shall not preuayle, 

6/final n of known completely obscure 7 / gayn: following punctuation is illegible 
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Long time is lost, in threats and fond dispute, 
Fhough I good Happe, haue borne but simple sayle, 
And went aloofe, tis I must end thys sute, 
And reason bring, as victor of the field, 
Vnto whose troth, your weake discourse shall yeeld. 

Faire Beautie heere, for whome you fondlings striue, 
May moue, I graunt, a God to like hir well, 
But though she were, the fayrest thing aliue, 
(As sure indeede, hit beautie doth excell) 
Is that a proofe, that you in loue must fall, 
With that which nought pertaynes to you at all? 

10 

Admitte hit mind, by meane of some consayte, 
With sweete delight, of fancie may be ledde, 
'our eagre eyes, most greedie of such bayte, 
In forward hope, a season hath bin fedde. 
Shall she be spoyld, for fauoure she bestowes 
In friendly sort, and not in faithfull wise? 
Nay sure, she shall, ne fame nor freedome lose, 
For fraylties faultes, or vse of gracious eyes. 
But to the poynt, and purpose of your strife, 
One pleades good will, by shape and fauoure got, 
(A gallant Boy, to please a pleasant wife) 
Another tels a penned tale by rote, 
Bedeckt and fylde with ynckhorne tearmes ynow. 
The third commes in, and calles himselfe Dezart, 
And each of them are seene in Storyes throw, 
And finely seekes to conquere Loue by arte. 
Great sleight is vsd, and Clarkly cunning both, 
1o force a right, and iudgement in this cace, 
Dezart, he relies a trireme discourse of troth, 
The tender twigge makes boast of shining face.  
And Courage he, by Manhood claymeth all. 
Great poynts they are, that pleaded are this day, 
And vnto whome, the Lady now should fall, 
Some doubts may rise, if reason bore the sway. 
But to be briefe, fayre Shape and comely port, 
The wise men hold, but outward blossoms vayne, 
And Manhoods force, may here be knitte vp short, 
Stoute hearts may not, alone the glorie gayne: 
Nor yet Dezart, that neerest goes the gole, 
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May winne the prise, and thrust his better backe, 
For he it is, that hath the greatest dole, 
That doth in deede, no peece of Fortune lacke. 
Good Fortune still, a Lord of worldly chance 
Is only iudge, himselfe, of all is done, 
Bid Strength stand backe, good Fortune leades the Dance, 
Fine shape likewise, with Fortune dare not runne. 
Dezart is dead, where Fortune men aduance. 
So heere I prooue, since I good Fortune haue, 
This Dame is mine, hit destnie willes it so, 
In Mothers wombe, the Gods this gift me gaue, 
She ordeynd was, with me away to goe. 
Each worldly grace, and rule with Fortune flyes, 
A wife must needes, then stoupe to destnyes lot. 
Wherefore I heere, possesse thys noble prize, 
As lewell rich, by happe and Fortune got. 
Who striues to take, hit now from me by force, 
Shall haue withall, my breath and vitall corse. 

Then talke the other three priuilie togither, and Manhoode 
speakes to Good Fortune as followes. 

Manhode. 

M E thinkes most fond, and weakely commes hee heere 
Alone to three, if we togither stoode: 
And though in deede, we buy the quarrell deere, 
And pay therefore, the sweetest of our bloud, i 
Yet let vs shew, the noble hearts of men, 
For since he sayth, we all our labour lose, 
Not one of vs, shall neede to sorow then, 
Nor care a figge, how ere the matter goes. 

Dezart. 

AGreed, though 1 Dezart haue double wrong, 
I will reuenge the same by dint of sword, 
And you shall see, I will not dallie long 
To do my best, sith 1 haue spoke the word. 
Despayred men, dare fight with Fortune still, 
And scratch for life, as long as breath will last, 
When hope is gone, l know no better skill, 
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But bide the brunt, till all the broyle be past. 
Let loue and life, togither make an ende, 
lhe heart shall feele, and hand shall head defend. 

Good fauoure. 

Tltough 1 speake last, that first found speciall grace, 
In formost fight, looke you for tender yeares, 
And iudge him not, a Milkesoppe by his face, 
That stoutely like a Man at neede appeares. 
Great skorne 1 thinke, good Fortune should haue all, 
And reape the right, that laboure long hath sowen, 
Yea, Fauoure hath perhappes more friends at call, 
Than you would thinke, or to the world is knowen. 

Heere follow the Speeches of the water Nymphes, which should 
haue bin shewed vpon the Thurseday, had not euill weather 
hindered the same. I 

The first Nymphes Speech. 

w E Water Nimphs haue time to sport, & skip in euery place, 
When days are long, & nights be short, & Phoebus hides his face 
And hearing that there came a Queene, along this water side, 
So long as we poore silly Nimphes, on land dare well abide, 
We daunce, we hop, and bounse it vp, in honor of hir name, 
To whome Diana and hir trayne, doth giue immortall fame. 

The seconde. 

w E shun the Sunne, yet loue the Mone, & hate the open light, 
We hide our heads amid the Reedes, in blustring stormy night. 
In calmest weather do we play, yet seldome seene we are, 
We watch our times, and flee from those, that stil doe on vs stare 
We harme no wight, yet feare fu 11 be, to those that haue no spreete, 
We are some hold of Wornens sexe, and gladde with men to meete. 

The thirde. 

Tile Phayries are another kind, of elfes that daunce in darke, 
Yet can light Candles in the night, and vanish like a sparke, 
And make a noyse and rumbling great, among the dishes oft, 
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comming so strangely out, 1 know made the Queenes highnesse 
smyle and laugh withall. And 1 hearing this good hope, being 
apparelled like a water Sprite, beganne to sounde a Timbrell, and 
the rest with me, all the twelue Nymphes togither (when the 
seauen had repayred in) sounded Timbrels likewise. And 
although 1 had no greate harting, yet as I durst, 1 ledde the yong 
foolishe Phayries a daunce, which boldnesse of mine bredde no 
disgrace, and as 1 heard said, was well taken. The Queene vpon 
our retiring in, I hasted to hir Highnesse lodging, which was 
seauen Mvles off, and at that present, when the Shewe ended, it 
was past iue of the clocke. 
Thus haue you truly hearde the reporte of mine owne workes 
and inuentions, with the which did no any one deale but my selfe. 
And as 1 haue made a recitall of matters done in Norwich, so 
meane 1 a little to treate of the Queenes returne from thence, in 
as short and briefe order as 1 may, and the briefer, bycause I haue 
not all the Gentlemens names, in whose houses the Queene lay, 
and who bestowed some entertaynemente on the trayne, but 
those, in whose houses I was (and where 1 saw or heard any thing 
worthy memorie) I mind to speake of, and touch, praying you 
that shall reade the same, to pardon me, where 1 omitte any 
matter or men that merits commendation, for it is not wante of 
good will that shall make me forget any good entertaynementes 
bestowed on the Courte, but it is wante of knowledge that shall 
cause me so sleightly runne ouer the causes, and make a briefe 
report thereof, as knoweth God, who Iraunt and sende oure 
Queene often to suche pleasant Progresses, and increase good 
people and louing subiects to shew the like dutie and order, as 
bathe bene orderly seene in thys season, and tyme of triumph. I 

The Queene of Phayries Speech. 

T llough cleane against the Phayries kind, we come in open viewe, 
(And that the Queene of Phayries heere, presents hirselfe to you) 
Some secret cause procures the same: the Gods at first, ye know, 
In field to honour thee good Queene, did make a gallant shw: 
Should we that are but sprites of thaire, refuse to do the same? 
No sure, for Gods and mortall men, shall serue thee noble Dame. 

The seconde. 

w lien Mercury came first in Coatch, a message to vnfolde, 
(And Maske of Gods amid the night, in chwnber secrets told) 
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We warned were to shape our selues, to do what loue assignd, 
But water Nymphes stept in the while, and so exprest their mynd, 
And thrust poore Phayries out of place, yet we: for feare of foyle, 
Watcht here our time, & for our sports, did chose this certain soyle. 

The thirde. 

YEa out of hedge we crept in deede, where close in caues we lay, 
And knowing by the brute of fame, a Quene must passe this way, 
To make hir laugh, we clapt on cotes, of Segges and Bulrush both, 
That she shuld know,& world should say, 1o there the Phayriesgoth, 
Like Furies madde, and Satyres wild: yet loe, we haue in store 
Fine Timbrels, that the Auntients vse, to make the shew the more. 

The fourth. 

wllen saints & soules, & sprites of men, from Heauen downe did 
fling, 
(And Iehoua spake, and Cloudes did shake, & many a crowned King. 
Crept out of graue, to honor thee, we ready were to wait, 
But Hagges of Hell, & damned Feends, that feedes on false desayt 
Did blush to see thy presence Queene, but we that harmelesse were, 
Kept loue in store, to shew at length our dutie voyde of feare. I 

The fifth. 

13vt when that Cupid was condemnd, anc Venus fell in rage, 
And Wantonnesse & Riot rude, for knackes were clapt in cage, 
And all the ragment rowe of Gods, to one great God gaue place, 
We sillie Phayries were afeard, therewith to shew our face. 
Yet when we saw a Maske well likt, and Gods condemnd appeere, 
We did consult, at last farewell, the Phayries should be heere. 

The sixth. 

By t with Orations good and great, to wall the weake was thrust, 
Yet when the strongest did their best, of force yet speake we must. 
For loue that all commands, and doth, bade vs to watch the 
howre, 
And shew no more at this adue, than was in Phayries powre. 
So keeping course of loues commaund, we speake that is in brest, 
And leaue the Queene and all the trayne, with wit to iudge the rest 
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The seauenth. 

w ith Gods, yea kings &Quenes, began your entrie to this place, 
With gentle Gosts & merrie sprites, we mind to end the cace. 
So in good signe of happie chance, to thee O sacred Queene, 
To knit vp all, we meane to daunce with Timbrels on this greene. 
And then farewell, we can no more, salute thee in oure gise, 
All that is done, by great good will, is offered to the wise. 

Then came the Phayries out with Timbrels, and daunced a 
whyle, and so departed, and therewithall the Queene went 
on hir way to hir highnesse lodging, i 
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Kemps nine daies wonder 

Will Kempe's morris dance from London to Norwich, his 'nine daies wonder,' began 
on Monday, 11 February 1600 and ended on Saturday, 8 March. 
He left London from the lord mayor's house on the first Monday in Lent, 'some- 
what before seauen in the morning,' accompanied by his taborer, Thomas Slye; his 
servant, William Bee; and his overseer, George Sprat, whose duty it was to see that 
he 'should take no other ease but my prescribed order.' His route lay through 
Stratford-Le-Bow where he wisely resisted the many drinks that were pressed upon 
him; through Stratford Langthorne where 'multitudes of people' had staged a bear- 
baiting in his honour; through llford where he was 'offred carowses in the great 
spoon' which was reputed to hold a quart of ale; through Romford where he had to 
slip beneath the forehooves of two fighting horses which barred his way; through 
Brentwood where the crowds were so great 'that 1 had much a doe ... to get passage 
to my lnne,' and where two notorious cutpurses were captured by the officers of the 
law; through Witford Bridge where Sir Thomas Mildmay received his gift of a pair of 
garters; through Chelmsford where a fourteen-year-old girl danced with him for 'a 
whole houre' in 'a great large roome' before she collapsed from exhaustion; through 
Braintree and Sudbury where 'a lusty tall fellow, a butcher by his profession,' 
offered to dance with him to Bury St Edmunds but gave up after half a mile, and 
where 'a lusty Country lasse' danced a longish mile with him to Long Melford; 
through Clare and Bury St Edmunds where the lord chief justice, because he had 
entered the town by another gate at the same time as Kempe, found the streets 
empty of greetings; through Thetford where he received bountiful entertainment 
and five pounds from Sir Edwin Rich; through Rockland and Hingham and thence 
to his triumphal entry into Norwich. 
Kempe's journey took twenty-seven days,  although he danced on only nine of 
them, and he covered about one hundred and thirty miles. He stayed in Norwich for 
two or three weeks and returned to London by the same route on horseback. On the 
way back, however, he found that most of the people who owed him money were 
not so anxious to pay their debts as they had been to lay odds against him. 
Kempe dedicated his 'nine daies wonder' to 'Mistris Anne Fitton, Mayde of 
Honour to the most sacred Mayde Royall Queene Elizabeth ?2 He had many 
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Being come into the Citty: Master Roger Wiler the Maior, and 
sundry other of his worshipfull Brethren sent for me: Who 
perceiuing howe 1 intended not to daunce into the Cittye that 
nyght: and being well satisfied with the reasons, they allotted me 
time enough not to daunce in till Satterday after: to the end that 
diuers knights and Gentlemen, together with their wiues and 
Children (who had beene many dayes before deceyued with 
expectation of my comming) might howe haue sufficient warning, 
accordingly by satterday following. 
In the meane space, and during my still continuaunce in the 
Cittye afterwardes, they not  onely very courteously offered to 
beare mine owne charges and my followers, but very bountifully 
performed it at the common charges: the Mayor and many of the 
Aldermen often times besides inuited vs priuately to theyr 
seuerall houses. 
To make a short end of this tedious description of my 
entertainment: Satterday no sooner came, but 1 returned without 
the Citty through Saint Giles his gate: and beganne my Morrice 
where l left at that gate, but I entred in at Saint Stephens gate, 
where one Thomas Gilbert in name of all the rest of the Cittizens 
gaue me a friendly and exceeding kind welcome: which I haue no 
reason to omit, vnlesse I would condemne my selfe of ingratitude, 
partlye for the priuate affection of the writer towardes me: as 
also for the generall loue and fauour l found in them, from the 
highest to the lowest, the richest as the poorest. It followes in 
these few lynes. 
Master Kemp his welcome i to Norwich. 
W With hart, and hand, among the rest, 
E Especially you welcome are: 
L Long looked for, as welcome guest, 
C Come now at last you be from farre. ] 
O Of most within the Citty sure, 
M Many good wishes you haue had. 
E Each one did pray you might indure, 
W With courage good the match you made. 
1 Intend they did with gladsome hearts, 
L Like your well willers, you to meete: 
K Know you also they'l doe their parts, 
E Eyther in field or house to greete 
M More you then any with you came, 
P Procur'd thereto with trump and fame. 
Your well-wilier. 
T.G. 
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1 ventur'd with: those yat haue shewne themselues honest men, 1 
wil set before them this Caracter FI. for honesty: before the other 
Bench-whistlers shal stand K. for ketlers & keistrels, that wil 
driue a good companion without need in them to contend l for 
his owne, but 1 hope 1 shall haue no such neede. If 1 haue, your 
Honorable protection shall thus far defend your poore seruant, 
that he may being a plain man, call a spade a spade. Thus fearing 
3'our Ladyship is wearier with reading this toy, then 1 was in all 
nay merry trauaile, 1 craue pardon: and conclude this first 
Pamphlet that euer Will Kemp offred to the Presse, being 
thereunto prest on the one side by the pittifull papers pasted on 
euery poast, of that which was neither so nor so, and on the 
other side vrg'd thereto in duety to expresse with thankefulnes 
the kind entertainment 1 found. 
Your honors poore seruant. 

Kemps humble request to the impudent generation of 
Ballad-makers and their coherents; that it would please 
their rascalities to pitty his paines in the great iourney 
he pretends, and not fill the country with lyes of his 
neuer done actes as they did in his late Morrice to Norwich 

To the tune of Thomas Delonies Epitaph. 

My notable Shakerags, the effect of my sute is discouered in the 
l-itle of my supplication. But for your better vnderstandings: for 
that 1 know you to be a sort of witles beetle-heads, that can 
understand nothing, but what is knockt into your scalpes; These 
are by these presentes to certifie vnto your block-headships, that 
! Will'iam Kemp, whom you had neer hand rent in sunder with 
your vnreasonable rimes, am shortly God willing to set forward 
as merily as 1 may; whether 1 my selfe know not. Wherefore by 
the way I would wish ye, imploy not your little wits in certifying 
the world that I am gone to Rome, lerusalem, Venice, or any 
other place at your idle appoint. I knowe the best of ye by the 
lyes ye writ of me, got not the price of a good hat to couer your 
brainles heads: If any of ye had come to me, my bounty should 
haue exceeded the best of your good masters the Ballad-buiers, 1 
wold haue apparrelled your dry pates in party coloured bonnets, 
& bestowd a leash of my cast belles to haue crown'd ye with cox- 
combs. 1 haue made a priuie search, what priuate ligmonger of 
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Mundus Furiosus: printed at Cullen, written by one of the vildest 
and arrantest lying Cullians that euer writ booke, his name 
lansonius, who taking vpon him to write an abstract of all the 
turbulent actions that had beene lately attempted or performed 
in Christendome, like an vnchristian wretch, writes onely by 
report, partially, and I scoffingly, of such whose pages shooes bee 
was vnworthy to wipe, for indeed he is now dead: farewell he, 
euery dog must haue a day. But see the luck on't: this beggerly 
lying busie-bodies name, brought out the Ballad-maker: and it 
was generally confirmed, it was his kinsman: he confesses himselfe 
guilty, let an)' man looke on his face: if there be not so redde a 
colour that all the sope in the towne will not washe white, let me 
be turned to a Whiting as 1 passe betweene Douer and Callis. 
Well, God forgiue thee honest fellow, I see thou hast grace in 
thee: 1 prethee do so no more, leaue writing these beastly ballets, 
make not good wenches Prophetesses, for litle or no profit, nor 
for a sixe-penny matter, reuiue not a poore fellowes fault thats 
hanged for his offence: it may be thy owne destiny one day, 
prethee be good to them. Call vp thy olde Melpomene, whose 
straubery quill may write the bloody lines of the blew Lady, and 
the Prince of the burning crowne: a better subject I can tell ye: 
than your Knight of the Red Crosse. So farewel, and crosse me 
no more 1 prethee with thy rabble of bald rimes, least at my 
returne 1 set a crosse on thy forehead, that all men 
may know thee for a foole. 

William Kemp. 
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1535 

for Alderman ofye Company Mr Robert Grene. It 2 Wardens. 2 
Assystenes 4 Surveyors of ye Pageant. 1 Bedell. An assesment 
of 22/10d. made on yeCompany/Whereof paid - for Nayles. 
9:d. for forlockes; wyer. whypcord & marham r 141&' Sope to 
grese ye wheles, ld. Aples & Fygges 4d. AC. Oryngys: lOd. 3C 
Dates 4/. 1C Almondes 3d. Fumygacions 6d. 
It a new Heer witb a crown for ye Serpent 6d It to Sir Stephyn 
Prowet for makyng of a newe ballet 12d. 
It 3 payer off Glovys for Adam Eve & ye Angelle. 3d. 
it for mendyng of yeGryffyn & off ye Fathyrs glovys, lOd. 
it for a present govyn for ye borowyng ofye Organs 4d. 
it to Jeffrey Fybnam playeng ye Fathyr.: 16d. Item to Mr Lemans 
Servant playeng Adam 6d. It to Frances Fygot playeng Eve 4d. 
it to Tho Wolffe playeng ye Angelle 4d. It to Edmd Thurston 
playeng yeSerpent. 4d 
It to John Bakyr playeng at ye organs 6d. 
other Repairs ofye Pageant 8d. It to 4 men for ther labowrs 
wayht2,.'ng upon ye Pageante with Lewers. 16d .. It for a Horse 12d. 
It for /2 Barrell of Bere lOd. It for brede beffe, Vele, morton & 
othyr vytalles witb the dressyng. 4s.6d. House ferme forye 
Pageant 2/. It for beryngof ye Stremer on Corpus Chr/sti day. 2d. 
It for ye Offryng. 5d. 
Assembly at ye Yeldhalle. 7 May 1535. elected officers as above 
20s assessed. &c. - The Account ofye Sur'eyors for all Charges 
ve yere viz. for (...)yng forthe ofye Pageant, House ferme for ye 
same Corpus Chr/sti day. & ye Bedell his Fee. amounte to 17s:5. 

f [6vl 

Assembly holden at Seynt Peters Churche 18. May 1536. elected 
officers & assessd 20s. 
lhe Charges of ye Pageant allonly, wit/., Corpus Chr/sti day dyd 
amownte to 21 s. Item. Bedells Fee 2s. House ferme ofye Pageant 2s. 
Assemb/y holden at Yeld halle 27. Aprelle 1537. electd officers &c 
assessed 281. wheroff was levyed 20/. & ye rest cowd not be 
gathyrdd bycause ye Pageant went not forth yt yere. 
Item thys yere ye Pageant went not at Wytsontyde howbeyt ther 
went out in costes in makyng therof redy & also yt went that 
yere in Octobyr at ye Processyon for ye byrthe of Prynce Edward 

2 / Assystenes written over now zllegible letters 
5 / ys of Oryngys overwritten 36 / r and first d of gathyrdd overwritten 
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f66.. 

2 hearys for Adam & Eve 
4 headstallis of brode lnkle with knopps & tasselles 
6 Horsse Clothes stayned with knops & tassells. 
Item. Weights, &c. 
Item yt is to be noted, that for asmuch as for ye space of 8 yetis, 
ther was neyther Semblye nor metynge in ye meane season ye 
Pageant remaynynge 6. yeris in ye Gate house of Mr John 
Sotherton of London, vntyll ye ferme came to 20. s. and bycaus 
ye Surveiors in Mr Sothertons tyme, wold not dysburs ani moni 
therfor, ye Pageaunt was sett owte in ye strete & so remayned at 
ye Blak fryers brydge in open strete when both yt was so (.) 
weather beaten, yat ye cheife parte was rotton wherupon. Mr 
John Aldrich then Maior ye yer 1570, together with Mr Thomas 
Whall Alderman offred, yt to yeCompani to sell for ye some of 
20 s. and when no person wold buy yt for yat price, and yat yt 
styli remayned, & nowe one pece therof rent off & nowe another 
as was lyke (.) to come to nothinge. Nicholas Sotherton then 
offycer to Mr Maior was requested to take yt in peces for ye dept 
dewe to hym for ye seyd Housse ferme therof for 6 yeris 
aforesayde at 3 s. 4 d. a yere. who accordinglye dyd take downe 
ye same & howsed yt accordinglye. 

Grocers, 1534 - 81. -- AD. 1664 - 55. 



Days of Public 
Celebration in Norwich 

\lthough for the most part we know the exact days when monarchs ascended their 
thrones, when they were crowned, and when events of national importance took 
place, we cannot assume that annual celebrations of those events took place on the 
same day every year. If the day fell on a Sunday, or for other reasons such as heavy 
rain or an outbreak of plague, celebrations could be postponed for days, weeks, or 
een months. 

Saints' Days 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
-knnunciation or Lady Day) 
Candlemas 
St George's Day 
St James' Da, 
St John the Baptist 
St Katherine's Day 
St Michael the Archangel (Michaelmas) 
St Nicholas' Day 

25 March 
2 February 
23 April 
25 July 
24 June 
25 November 
29 September 
6 December; translation 9 May 

Coronation Days 

It is often difficult to determine from the Norwich records what day is actually 
meant by 'coronation day.' Sometimes it means the day of the formal coronation of 
the monarch; at other times it means the day when the monarch ascended the 
throne. Norwich often celebrated both days in the same year. 
When the Chamberlains' Accounts for 1553-4 record payments to the waits for 
services on Queen Mary's coronation day, they appear to mean her formal coronation 
on 1 October 1553. Her actual accession in July 1553, of course, fell in the 
accounting year 1552-3. In the reign of Elizabeth, 'coronation day' often seems to 
mean 15 January, the day on which her formal coronation took place in 1559. 
However, 'coronation day' also means the date of her accession on 17 November 
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Kett's Rebellion (1549) 

Kett's rebellion was part of the widespread agrarian and religious troubles of the 
period which were caused, among other things, by the rapid rise in prices in the 
1540s and the enclosure of common lands for the rearing of sheep. In Norfolk, 
however, religious grievances played a much smaller part than they did, for example, 
in the west of England where, in Devon and Cornwall, the rebels rejected the Pro- 
testant reforms in the first Book of Common Prayer and besieged the city of 
Exeter. 
In Norfolk the rebellion was sparked by popular resentment against the auto- 
cratic actions of J ohn Flowerdew of the parish of Hethersett about eight miles south 
west of Norwich. Robert Kett, himself a landlord who held the manor of the neigh- 
bouring town of Wymondham from John Dudley, earl of Warwick, and who had a 
personal feud with Flowerdew, took the part of the local people against Flowerdew 
and other landlords, led the rioters to Norwich, and encamped on Mousehold Heath 
overlooking the city where the number of his followers soon swelled to about 
sixteen thousand. The rebels 

organized themselves into a miniature and rudimentary state on communistic 
lines. They had for governors Ket himself and two city-fathers, one of them the 
mayor, whom they pressed into office, and for council an assembly composed of 
two delegates for every hundred represented and a representative of Suffolk. This 
revolutionary 'county council' observed a due form and decorum in its acts: its 
commissions and orders were issued in the king's name and from 'the King's Camp', 
and were couched in the language of Westminster. A rude court of justice dealt 
with offenders, including such of the gentlemen as were unlucky enough to be 
caught;but contemporary rumours of daily executions do not seem well-founded.  

The rebels drew up a petition outlining their grievances and refused the offer of a 
royal pardon because, as Kett said, 'Kings are wont to pardon wicked persons, not 
innocent and just men. '3 
On 1 August 1549 Kett and his followers attacked Norwich, slew Lord Sheffield, 
and drove out the royal troops under the marquis of Northampton. The Lord 
Protector, the duke of Somerset, who was sympathetic to many of the rebels' 
demands, was too weak to control the ferocity of the government's response. 
Towards the end of August the earl of Warwick arrived with twelve thousand men, 
including German mercenaries, and, after confused street fighting and a pitched 
battle outside the city, he routed the followers of Kett who fled but was soon 
captured and sent to London to be tried as a traitor. On 7 December he was executed 
and his body hanged in chains from the walls of Norwich Castle. The body of his 
brother, William, who had supported him, was hanged from the church tower in 
Wymondham. 
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St Quentin (1557) 

The crushing defeat of the French by Spanish and English forces at the Battle of St 
Quentin on 10 August 1557 and the surrender of the garrison in the town on 27 
August were the occasions for bonfires, processions, and banquets in London and in 
other cities and towns in England, including Norwich. The war into which Mary had 
entered, however, in support of her husband, Philip II of Spain, and in which 
England played a subsidiary role, was very unpopular. The fall of Calais - England's 
last possession in France - was yet another of the many reasons for the queen's 
unpopularity, and it is no wonder that celebrations for the 'triumph' at St Quentin 
failed to survive her death. 

The Babington Plot (1586) 

The Babington plot, of the various plots against the life of Queen Elizabeth, was the 
one which led most directly to the execution of Mary, queen of Scots. 
About the end of December 1585 Mary was under the strict puritan surveillance 
of Sir Amyas Paulet at Chartley, a manor in Staffordshire. With the help of Paulet, 
Sir Francis Walsingham, Elizabeth's principal secretary, had woven around Mary a 
subtle web of intrigue which gave him access to all letters to and from Mary in and 
out of Chartley. By J une 1586 it was obvious to Walsingham that a new conspiracy 
against the queen's life was taking shape and that a simple-minded, vainglorious, but 
devoted young man named Anthony Babington was at the centre of it. Babingon re- 
vealed the plot in a letter which was delivered to Mary on 9 July and her reply on 17 
July gave Walsingham the evidence that he needed. Early in August Mary's papers at 
Chartley were seized and Babington and his fellow-conspirators were imprisoned in 
the Tower where they admitted their guilt. On 20 September they were dragged 
across London on hurdles and executed. In October Elizabeth appointed a 
commission to try Mary which, of course, found her guilty although Mary denied 
the charges. Some apologists for Mary have questioned the authenticity of some of 
the damning letters, but it appears reasonably certain that Mary was guilty. On 1 
February Elizabeth signed the death-warrant and on 8 February the Privy Council, 
acting on its own initiative, had Mary executed. The festivities in London went on 
for more than a week. Elizabeth upbraided the Council and took no part in the 
general rejoicing, although she was probably relieved that her great enemy was no 
more. 

The Spanish Armada (1588) 

Many towns and villages all over England celebrated the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada annually for several years after 1588, and the Norwich Chamberlains' 
Accounts record payments to the waits for their services on that occasion from 
1588-9 to the year of the queen's death (1602-3). 4 
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assistance slaughtered both the Master of Ruthven and the Earl his brother. 6 

Willson summarizes James' account of the proceedings and speculates about what 
actually happened (pp 127-30). Whatever the truth of the matter, and in spite of 
some scepticism about his version, James turned the affair to his advantage by 
ordering clergymen throughout Scotland to proclaim 5 August a day of thanksgiving 
for his deliverance. When James became king of England, 5 August became a day of 
thanksgiving throughout England as well. 
Before the end of the year 1600 an account based on the King James version was 
published in Edinburgh and London. The title of the London volume reads: TIi E I 
Earle of Gowries con- I spiracie against the Kings Maie- I stie of Scotland. I At Saint 
Iohn-stoun vpon Tuesday itbe]ft of August. 11600. I [device] I LONDON I Printed 
by Valentine Simmes, dwelling on Adling hill, l at the signe of the white Swanne. I 
1600. (STC: 21466) 

The Percy Confederacy (The Gunpowder Plot, 1605) 

Although James I dreamed of uniting Protestants and Catholics in one universal 
church, and made some effort towards the official toleration of Roman Catholics in 
the first years of his reign as king of England, his fitful promises and policies left the 
Catholics with many grievances. By May 1604, Robert Catesby, a Catholic gentleman, 
had secured the support of Thomas Percy, Thomas Winter, John Wright, and Guy 
Fawkes for his plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament during the opening of a 
new session of the house, at which the king, queen, and Prince Henry would be 
present. The number of the conspirators was increased to thirteen and one of them, 
Francis Tresham, betrayed the plot to his brother-in-law, Lord Monteagle. During 
the afternoon and evening of 4 November 1605, the earl of Suffolk searched the 
cellar under the Parliament house and found a pile of faggots, Guy Fawkes, and later 
the gunpowder. The trials and executions of the conspirators followed. J ames, as 
with the Gowrie conspiracy, made the most of the situation by stressing his own per- 
spicacity in unravelling the evidence for an impending plot and by seeing the hand of 
God in the delivery of himself and his realm from destruction. November 5th was 
set apart forever as a day of thanksgiving. 

Perambulation Day (the beating of the bounds) 

The OED gives as its third definition of 'perambulation,' 'the action or ceremony of 
walking officially round a territory (as a forest, manor, parish, or holding) for the 
purpose of asserting and recording its boundaries, so as to preserve the rights of 
possession, etc. ; beating the bounds.' In Norwich this ancient ceremony normally 
took place during the second half of May. In 1618, for example, perambulation day 
was on 21 May; in 1620 it was on 30 May. 



Norwich Waits 

The hst below is of the Norwich waits who served for various periods between 
1540 and 1642. Unfortunately, the Chamberlains' Accounts, which sometimes are 
the only source of in formation, are missing for the years 155 O- 1, 1555-6, 1567-80, 
1595-6, and 1605-6. It may be, therefore, that a wait who was found to be serving 
in 1567 actually served for several years after that date; similarly, a wait who was 
ser ing in 1580 may have served for several years earlier. It may be also that some 
waits hose names are unknown to us served between 1567 and 1580. 
1 ha e given only skeleton information which directly bears on the wait's musical 
acti ities, and the date of his death (if known), although fuller information, such as 
the date of his marriage, the births of his children, and such things as fines for non- 
musical behaviour, is sometimes available in the records. 
The bonds for tventy pounds which are mentioned in the entries on the minstrels, 
Thomas Belton. Robert Dawes, and John Wilsoh, during the period 1567-80 when 
the Chamberlains' Accounts are missing, may represent the normal security for a 
ait's badge, chain, and instruments. 

Atkins, John Served from 30 October 
1630 to 1645. Played sackbut and 
trumpet. 

Beiton, Thomas Minstrel trom Shelton, 
Norfolk. May have served between 1567 
and 1580. Bond for 20 li. in his name 
in Quarter Session Minutes for 18 
December 1572 ; John Wilson (q.v.) one 
of manucaptors. Ordered to leave city 
with wife, children, and servant, 16 
November 1594. 

Brewster, William Served from 1555-6 

or 1556-7 to 1579. Singingman from 
23 February 1574 to 1579. Buried St 
Peter Mancroft, 14 August 1579. 

Dawes, Robert Minstrel. May have 
served between 1567 and 1580. Bonds 
for 20 li. in his name in Quarter Session 
Minutes for 11 June 1571 and 12 July 
1574. 

Fletcher, John One of four waits who 
petitioned for and got increase in wages, 
15 March 1549. No longer serving in 
1551-2. 
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Goodwin, John Served from c 1550 to 
1552-3. i 

Langley, George Served from 9 June 
1638 to 1642-3. Played oboe. 

Graves, Richard Served from 1581-2 
to 1584-5. Singingman 1584-6. Played 
trumpet. 

Holderness, Thomas Served from 1591- 
2 to 1612-13. Buried St George 
Tombland, 22 December 1613. 

itolderness, Benjamin Served 22 Decem- 
ber 1613 to 1629-30. Succeeded father, 
Thomas (q. v. ). Pawned city's sackbut 
November 1622. Buried St George 
Tombland, 3 May 1630. 

Jackson, Arthur Served from 2 November 
1585 to 1609-10. Survived Drake's 
Portugal voyage (1589). Singingman from 
1590-1 to 1608-9. Played trumpet. 

Jefferies, Edward, Sr Served from 8 
August 1612 to 1617. Succeeded Leonard 
Pitcher (q.v.). Inventory (N RO: 28/88 ) of 
goods at death dated 24 October 1617. 
Played stringed and reed instruments. 

Leek, Edward Served from c 1548-9 to 
1557-8. One of waits who petitioned for 
and received increase in salary, 15 March 
1549. 

Leek, John, Jr Served from c 1537 to 
1551-2. One of waits who petitioned for 
and received increase in salary, 15 March 
1549. 

Manning, John Served from 1580-1 or 
earlier to 1585. 

Manning, Thomas Served from 1585 to 
1589. Died on Portugal voyage (1589). 
Succeeded brother John (q.v.). 

Mason, John Served from 1558-9 to 
c 1560-1. 

Mood}', Thomas Served 18 April 1607 
to 1635-6. Succeeded Thomas Salter 
(q.v.). Singingman from c 1612-13 to 
1624. Died 1636. Played oboe. 

Jefferies, Edward, Jr Served from 29 Oct- 
ober 1617 to c 1659. Succeeded father 
(q.v.). Played cornett and oboe. 

Knott, Michael Served from 1558-9 to 
c 1560-1. 

Knott, Thomas, Sr Served 1580-1 or 
earlier. Played trumpet. 

Knott, Thomas, Jr Served from 1589 to 
20 June 1604. Succeeded one of waits 
who died on Portugal voyage (1589). Will 
(NRO: 16 1 5/Angeii) proved 7 October 
1617. 

Munds, John Served 1554-5 to 1564-5. 

Munds, Robert Served from c 1567 to 
sometime before 1580-1. Inventory 
(NRO: 2A/5) at death dated 22 Dec- 
ember 1584. Played trumpet and vir- 
ginals. 

Pitcher, Leonard Served 1590-1 to 
1612, except for two years (1592-4) 
when, apparently, replaced by Robert 
Pitcher (q.v.). Buried St Peter Mancroft, 
29 July 1612. Will (NP, O : 1612/Coker) 
proved 23 September 1612. Played 
trumpet. 
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Pitcher, Robert Setn'ed 1592-4 when, 
apparently, he replaced Leonard 
Pitcher (q. v. ). 

Plome, Matthew Served from c 1548-9 
to 1567 or later. One of the waits who 
petitioned for and received increase in 
salary, 15 March 1549. 

Quashc, Thomas Served from 1610-11 
to 1638. Singingman from c 1612-13 
to c 1623-4. Inventory at death (NRO: 
441168) dated 27 December 1638. 

Salter, Thomas Served 20 June 1604 
to 18 April 1607. Succeeded Thomas 
Knott, J r (q. v. ). 

Sandl}n, Peter Served 16 July 1617. 
Still serving 1642-3. Succeeded Peter 
Spratt, Jr (q.v.). Singingman 1607-8 to 
c 1623-4. Played sackbut and recorder 

Spratt, Peter, Sr Served from 1580-1 
or earlier to 20 J une 1604. Survived 
Portugal voyage (1589). Singingman 
from 24 December 1573 to 1608-9. 
Died shortly before 15 January 1610 
when widow received pension. 

Spratt, Peter, Jr Served from 20 June 
1604 to 1617. Succeeded father (q.v.). 

Played trumpet. 

Suckling, John Served from 10 March 
1553 to 1557-8. Will (NRO: 364 
Goidingham) proved 24 April 1560. 
Brother of Robert (q.v.). 

Suckling, Robert Served from 10 March 
1553 to c 1556. Brother of John (q.v.). 

Thacker, Robert Served from 1580-1 
or earlier to 1589. Died on Portugal 
voyage (1589). 

Underwood, Richard Served from 6 
March 1639. Still serving 1642-3. Dead 
by 2 June 1651 when wife, Alice, refer- 
red to as 'relict.' 

Wilson, Anthony Served from 1580-1 
or earlier to 1582-3. Singingman from 
2 March 1573 to 1586-7 Patent 26 
September 1573. 

Wilson, James Served from 1583-4 to 
1589. Died on Portugal voyage (1589). 

Wilson, John Minstrel. May have been 
wait between 1567 and 1580. Bond in 
his name in Quarter Session Minutes for 
I8 December 1572; Thomas Belton 
(q.v.) one of manucaptors. 



Patrons and 
Travelling Companies 

Patrons are listed alphabetically by the titles to which their playing companies refer 
in these records, with cross-references from other relevant titles which they held. 
Where identification is doubtful, uncertainty is indicated in the records' citation, 
described below. 
The biographical information supplied here has come entirely from printed 
sources, the chief of which are the following, in order of priority: G[eorge] E[dward] 
C[okayne], The Complete Peerage ... ;The Dictionary of Natiolal Biography; F. 
Maurice Powicke and E.B. Fryde (eds), Handbook of British Chronology; and 
The Encyclopaedia Britannica (1 lth ed). All dates in the biographical notes have 
been converted to modern usage and are given as exactly as the sources permit. The 
authorities, however, often disagree, sometimes widely, over the dates of birth, 
death, creation, succession, and office tenure; where this evidence conflicts, Tl, e 
Complete Peerage has usually been preferred. 
Normally each patron entry is divided into four sections. The first lists relevant 
personal data and titles of nobility with dates. Minor titles are supplied for major 
figures when these can be presumed to indicate territorial influence; major titles 
are cited with the absolute sequence numbers given in The Complete Peerage rather 
than with the relative ones that begin afresh with each new creation. Dates of 
imprisonment are given only for substantial periods. The second section lists titles of 
jobs with probable direct influence on dramatic activity and includes those known 
to have been used as titles of playing companies. Purely expeditionary military titles 
have been largely omitted, along with most minor Scottish and Irish titles. The third 
section, for which information is often strikingly incomplete or unavailable, contains 
the names and locations of the patron's known seats and of other properties he is 
known to have held. London and Middlesex residences have been uniformly 
excluded and extensive property lists summarized. The fourth section is an 
annotated index by date of the appearances of the given patron's company or 
companies in the Norwich records. Following the date, in parentheses, are the page 
numbers on which the citations occur and, where necessary, an annotation 
specifying the identity of the company, or the number or nature of its appearances. 
'Players' has been used as the most general term and usually includes 'servants,' 
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Abnes see Aubigny 

Abonye see Abo)ine; Aubigny 

Aboyne 
Adam Gordon (before 1601-after 1642), 3rd son of George Gordon, 1st marquis and 
6th earl of Huntly; had the sasine of the lordship of Aboync (in Grampian, Scotland), 
19 Mar 1605 to 22 June 1620, when hc renounced it in favour of his father. 
players: 161)9/10 (xlviii, 135, as Lord Abonye?) 
See also Aubigny 

Admiral 
Charles Howard (c 1536-14 Dec 1624), succ. as Baron tloward of Effingham, 
Surr, 11 or 12 Jan 1573; cr. lOth earl of Nottingham, 22 Oct 1597. P for Surr, 
1563-7, 1572-3; lieut, of Musters, Surf, 1579; lord lieut, of Surr, 3 July 1585-1621, 
and jointly with his son, 1621 until death; lord lieut, of Suss, 3 July 1585, jointly 
with Lord Buckhurst from 2 Sept 1586 and with the earl of Arundel from 1608 
until death; lord chamberlain of the Household, 1 Jan 1584-July 1585; lord high 
admiral, 8 July 1585-1619; constable of Windsor Castle, 5 Dec 1588, and high 
steward of Windsor, 15 Jan 1593, both until death; lord steward of the Household, 
24 Oct 1597-Nov 1615; chief justice in eyre, south of Trent, June 1597 until death; 
queen's lieut, and capt. gen. in the south of England, 10 Aug 1599 and 14 Feb 1601. 
Haling ttouse, near Croydon, Surr, granted 3 Mar 1612. 
players 1586/7 (86) 1592/3 (103) 

Albany gee under King (Charles Stuart) 

Ambrose see Dudley 

Anne of Denmark see under Queen 

Arundel 
William FitzAlan (c 1476-23 Jan 1544), succ. as 23rd earl of Arundel, 25 Aug 1524. 
Granted priory of Michelham, and lands of priory of Lewes, Suss, at the Refbrmation. 
Arundel Castle also in Suss. 
players 1542/3 (8) 
Philip Howard (28 June 1557-19 Nov 1595), son of Thomas, duke of Norfolk, q.v.; 
styled earl of Surrey until he succ. as 25th earl of Arundel, 24 Feb 1580; imprisoned 
25 Apr 1585 ; attainted 14 Apt 1589. Arundel Castle, as above; his wife's seat was at 
West Horsley, Surr; she also brought him the estate of Greystoke, Cumb. 
players 1583/4 (78) 1585/6 (84) 
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Hunsdon 
Henry Carey (4 Mar 1526-23 July 1596), cr. 1 st Baron ttunsdon (of Hunsdon, Hefts), 
13 Jan 1559. .lP, Buckingham, 1547-52, 1554-5; gov. of Berwick upon Tweed, 
Northumb, 25 Aug 1568; warden of the East Marches toward Scotland, Oct 1571. 
Pc, 1577; until death: lord chamberlain of the 1 lousehold, July 1585; chief justice in 
eyre, south of Trent, 1589; high steward of Ipswich and Doncastcr, 1590; chief 
justice itinerant of the Royal Forest this side of Trent, 20 Dec 1591 ; high steward ot 
Oxford, Mar 1592. Granted manors of ttunsdon and Eastwick, Herts, and others in 
Kent. 
players 1564/5 (52) 1581/2 (64, game-players) 
1575/6 (58) 1582/3 (65, as earl of tlunsdon?) 

Huntingdon 
George Hastings (c 1540-30 Dec 1604), succ. as 21st earl of Huntingdon, Lord 
Hastings (of Hastings, Suss), and Lord Hastings (of Hungerford, Berks), 14 Dec 1595. 
Said to have been MP, Derb, 1562; siP, Leic, 1584-7; high sheriff of Leic, 1571 ; 
lord lieut, of Leic and Rut, 1596. 
players 1596/7 (109) 1602/3 (121) 
1600/1 (117) 1603/4 (123) 
1601/2 (119) 

King 
Henry Tudor (28 June 1491-28 Jan 1547), son of tlenry vii and Elizabeth of York; 
prince of Wales, 18 Feb 1503; acc. as Henry viii, 22 Apt 1509; crowned, 24 June 
1509. 
minstrels 1539140 (3) 1544/5  14) 
players 1539/40 (xxxii, 3. twice, once as 'seruantes/l.vnstrell gamepleyerz') 
Edward Tudor (12 Oct 1537-6 July 1553), son of Henry viii, q.v., and Jane 
Seymour; ace. as Edward Vl, 28 Jan 1547; crowned, 20 Feb 1547. Edward Seymour, 
duke of Somerset, designated his Protector, q.v. 
players, as prince 1541/2 (6) 1544/5 (xxx, 14, 15) 
1543/4 (xxxiv, 13) 1546/7 (20) 
players, as king 1548/9 (24, 25) 1549/50 (xxxiv, 26) 
James Stuart (19 June 1566-27 Mar 1625), acc. as James Vl of Scotland, 24 July 
1567; as James  of England, 24 Mar 1603; crowned, 25 July 1603. 
Children of the King's Revels 1610/11 (136) 1616/17 (151) 
King's Revels 1611/12 (137, master of) 1622/3 (176, llanson, et al ?) 
players 1621/2 (169, 170) 1622/3 (172) 
Charles Stuart (19 Nov 1600-30 Jan 1649), son of James i, q.v., and Anne of 
Denmark, q.v. ; cr. duke of Albany, 23 Dec 1600; duke of York, 6 Jan 1605; succ. as 
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duke of Cornwall, 6 Nov 
acc. as Charles I, 27 Mar 
King's Revels Company 

players, as duke of York 
pla) ors, as prince 

pla) crs, as king 

1612 ; cr. earl of Chester and prince of Wales, 4 Nov 1616; 
1625; crowned, 2 Feb 1625; executed, 30 Jan 1649. 
1631/2 (208, Kcmpston et al, game-players) 
1632/3 (210, Kympton et al; 210-11, Perry et al) 
1 O34/5 (217, an amalgamation ?; 219,220, Weekes et al ?; 220, Dan(ell et al) 
1013/14 (142) 1622/3 (176) 
1614/16 (145; 148, Taylor etal) 1622/3 (176) 
1016/17 (151) 1624/5 (187, twice) 
1621/2 (168 170) 
1628/9 (201) 1635/6 (221; 223, Wicks et al) 
1633/4 (213, Pert-)" et al, twice; 214) 

Leicester 
Robert Dudley (24 June 1532 or 1533-4 Sept 1588), cr. baron of Denbigh, 28 Sept, 
and 14th earl of Leicester, 29 Sept 1564; imprisoned, July 1553 ; attainted 22 Jan 1554; 
pardoned 18 Oct 1554; restored in blood, 7 Mar 1558. Me, Nor(, c 1549-52, 1553;jt. 
steward of Rising Manor, Nor(, and constable of Castle, 7 Dec 1551 ; jt. comm. of 
lieutenancy, Nor(, 16 May 1552; lord lieut., Warw, 1559, Berks, 1560 (?), Wore, 
1569-70, and Essex, tterts, and Mid& 1585; until death: lord lieut., Oxford, Leic, 
and Rut, 1587 ; high steward of Cambridge Univ., 1563 ; chancellor of Oxford Univ., 
31 Dec 1564; chamberlain of Chester, 2 July 1565; high steward of Lynn and 
Yarmouth, 1572, and of Norwich Cathedral, 1574; lord steward of the Household, 
1584-8; chief justice in eyre, south of Trent, Nov 1585. House at Cornbury, Oxf; 
Hemsby Manor, near Great Yarmouth, Nor(, granted 4 Feb 1553; lands in Northants, 
Leic, Surr, and York, 1559; lands in ten counties other than Leic, 1563; Beds, 1564; 
SL\teen other estates in different parts of England and Wales, 1566. 
players, as LordDudlev 1558/9(45) 1563/4(50,51) 

players, as earl 

1560/1 (48) 
1564/5 (52) 1584/5 (80) 
1565/6 (55) 1586/7 (87) 
1577/8 (59) 1587/8 (89; 90, twice) 
1580/1 (62) 

Robert Sidney (19 Nov 1563-13 July 1626), cr. Baron Sidney (of Penshurst, Kent), 
13 May 1603 ; viscount Lisle, 4 May 1605 ; 15 th earl of Leicester, 2 Aug 1618. MI , co. 
Glamorgan, Wales, 1584-6, 1593, and Kent, 1597-8; gov. of Flushing, Cornwall, 
1588-1616 

trumpeter 1618/19 (159) 

Lennox 
Ludovic Stuart (29 Sept 1574-16 Feb 1624), succ. as 2nd duke and earl of 
Lennox, 26 May 1583; cr. baron of Settrington (Yorks) and earl of Richmond 
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(Yorks), 6 Oct 1613; earl of Newcastle upon Tyne, and duke of Richmond, 17 
May 1623. Jt. lieut, of Scotland, Nov 1589-May 1590; lord high admiral of Scotland, 
1591 until death; naturalized 18 July 1603; deputy earl marshal, 1614; lord steward 
of the ttousehold, 1615-24; lord lieut., Kent, 1620. Granted manors of Settrington, 
Temple Newsam, and Wensleydale, Yorks, 6 Aug 1603 ; manor of Cobham, Kent 
(principal seat of dukes of Lennox, 1628-72), 13 Aug 1606. 
players 160415 (125) 
trumpeters 1617/18(156) 1618119(159) 

Lincoln 
Henry Clinton or Fiennes (after 1539-2 9 Sept 1616), styled Lord Chnton, 1572 
until he succ. as 17th earl of Lincoln and Lord Clinton, 16 Jan 1585. MI , Linc, 1571. 
He owned a number of houses in Cannon Row, Westminster, including Wharton 
House. 
players 1601/2(119) 16o8/9(132) 

Maitravers 
Probably: Henry Frederick Howard (15 Aug 1608-17 Apr 1652), br. of Sir J ames 
Howard, styled Lord Maltravers (d. July 1624); elected/iP, Arundel, Suss, as Lord 
Maltravers, 1628; suture, to Parl. as Lord Mowbray, 21 Mar 1640; succ. as 27th earl 
of Arundel, 4 Oct 1646. Jt. lord lieut., Northumb and Westmld, 20 May 1633-31 
Aug 1635;jt. lord lieut., Surr and Suss, 2 June 1636; vice admiral, Norf, Camb, and 
Isle of Ely, 3 Dec 1636;jt. lord lieut, Cumb, 31 Aug 1639; constable of Bristol 
Castle and keeper of Kingswood and Filwood Forests, 10 Apt 1642;jt. comm. for 
defence of co., city, and univ. of Oxford, 24 Apr 1643 ; gov. of Arundel Castle, Suss, 
21 Dec 1643. 
players 1629/30 (203) 

Monteagle 
William Parker (c 1575-1 July 1622), son of Edward, 12th Lord Morley, q.v. ; styled 
Lord Monteagle from 1594/5;imprisoned Feb-Aug 1601; summ. as Lord Monteagle, 
31 Jan 1604, and as Lord Morley and Monteagle, alter 20 Apr 1618; succ. as 13th 
Lord Morley and Lord Monteagle, 1 Apt 1618. Houses at Shinglehall, in Epping, 
and at Hoxton and Great Hallingbury, Essex; granted manor of Martok, Somers, 
1605. 
players 1594/5 (lo7) 1609/10(135) 
1597/8(111) 

Morley 
Edward Parker (c 1551-1 Apr 1618), succ. as 12th Lord Morley, 22 Oct 1577. 
Imprisoned Apr 1573 ; deputy comm., Essex, Nov 1580. 
players 1583/4(77) 1593/4(105) 
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and co. Monmouth, Wales, 24 Feb 1587; president of the Council of Wales, Mar 1586 
until death, and as such official resident of Ludlow Castle; vice admiral of S. Wales, 
1586. Castle at Cardiff and house at Wilton, Wilts. 
players 1598/9 (xxxiv, 113) 

Prince 
Charles Stuart (29 May 1630-6 Feb 1685), son of Charles l, q.v., and Henrietta 
Maria, q.v. ; duke of York, Cornwall, and Albany from birth; declared prince of 
Wales, and earl of Chester probably before Nov 1641 and certainly before 3 or 4 Apr 
1646, but not formally so cr.; became king de jure, 30 Jan 1649, and proclaimed in 
Scotland, 5 Feb 1649; exiled, 2 Mar 1646-26 May 1660; acc. as Charles I l, 29 May 1660. 
players 1635/6 (222, Moore et al ?) 1637/8 (226, twice, once as Moore et al ?) 

Princess 
Elizabeth Stuart (mid Aug 1596-13 Feb 1662), daughter of James Vl (of Scotland) 
and I (of England), q.v., and Anne of Denmark, q.v. ; married, 14 Feb 1613, Frederick 
v, then elector palatine; became queen of Bohemia, 7 Nov 1619. In these records 
her company is known as the Lady Elizabeth's and once as the Princess'. 

players 

1012113 (138) 
1613/14 (xxxiv, 140, 141) 
1614/15 (143) 
lo15/16 (144, 147, 148) 
lo16/17 (152) 
1617/18 (156) 
1618/19 (159) 

1619/20 (161, Moore et al; 162) 
1620/1 (xxxiii, 164. 165) 
1621/2 (168. 169. 170 
162213 (175) 
1623/4 (180-3) 
1629/30 (204. Moorc et al) 

Protector 
Edward Seymour (c 1500-22 Jan 1552), cr. Viscount Beauchamp, 5 June 1536; 
earl of Hertford, 18 Oct 1537; Baron Seymour, 15 Feb and 5th duke of Somerset, 
16 Feb 1547. Gov. of Edward Vl and Protector of the Realm, 31 Jan 1547; deprived 
of all offices and imprisoned, 14 Oct 1549-6 Feb 1550; pardoned, 16 Feb 1550; 
imprisoned, 16 Oct 1551 ; beheaded, 22 Jan 1552 ; attainted 12 Apr 1552. Constable 
of Bristol Castle, 15 July 1517 ; steward of Henstridge, Somers, and Charlton Manors, 
Wilts, from 5 Mar 1529; capt. of the Isle of Jersey and castle of Mont Orgueil, 7 
July 1536;jt. chancellor of N. Wales, 16 Aug 1536; Pc, 22 May 1537 (restored 10 
Apr 1550); warden of the Scottish Marches, Oct-Dec 1542; lord high admiral, Dec 
1542-Jan 1543; lord great chamberlain of England, 16 Feb 1543-15 Feb 1547; lieut. 
gen. in theNorth, 12-Feb-June 1544; lieut, and capt. gen. in the North, 2 May 1545; 
earl marshal of England, 17 Feb 1547; high steward of Cambridge, 1547, and 
chancellor of the Univ., 14 Nov 1547 until death; lord lieut., Bucks and Berks, 10 
May 1551. Seat at Wolf Hall, Wilts; manors at Hache, Somers, and Elvetham, Hants; 
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Henrietta Maria (25 Nov 1609-31 Aug 1669), daughter of Henry IV of France and 
Mary de M6dicis; married Charles 1 of England, q.v., 11 May 1625. 
players 1632/3 (21o) 

Robert see Leicester 

Russell 
Francis Russell (1527-28 July 1585), suture, to Parl. as Lord Russell, 1 Mar 1553, 
and succ. as 4th earl of Bedford, 14 Mar 1555. Sheriff of Beds and Bucks, 1547-8; 
lp, Bucks, 1547-52; lord lieut., Bucks, 1552; imprisoned after Mary acc. in 1553 ; 
PC, 1558; lord lieut., Dors, Devon, Cornwall, and city of Exeter, Mar 1558; warden 
of the stannaries (Cornwall and Devon), 1559-80; gov. of Berwick upon Tveed and 
warden of the East Marches, Feb 1564; chief justice in eyre, south of Trent, 1584-5. 
Seat at Chenies, Berks, and at Woburn Abbey, Beds. 
minstrel 1553/4 (34) 

Sheffield 
Edmund Sheffield (7 Dec 1565-Oct 1646), succ. as Baron Sheffield of Butterwick (in 
the Isle of Axholme, Linc), 10 Dec 1568; cr. 1st earl of Mulgrave (Yorks), 5 Feb 1626. 
Lord lieut, of Yorks and lord pres. of the Council in the North, 1603-19; member of th 
the Council, July 1625; vice admiral or Yorks, 1616, until death. Granted manor o1 
Mulgrave, Yorks, Apr 1591;living in Mulgrave Castle, Whitby, Vorks, July 1599; 
official seat as lord pres., King's Manor, Yorks. 
players 1577/8 (59) 158o/1 (62, game-players) 

Stafford 
Edward Stafford (17 Jan 1536-18 Oct 1603), succ. as 12th Baron Stafford (Staff), 
1 Jan 1566. ,xlp, Stafford, 1558 and 1559;vice admiral of Glouc, 1587; councillor 
for the March of Wales, Aug 1601. 
players 158314 (78) 

Strange see Derby 

Suffolk 
Thomas Howard (24 Aug 1561-28 May 1626), son of Thomas, 9th duke of Norfolk, 
q.v. ; styled Lord Thomas Howard until 5 Dec 1597, when summ. to Parl. as Lord 
Howard of Walden (Saffron Walden, Essex); restored in blood, 19 Dec 1584, from 
lather's attainder; cr. 1 lth earl of Suffolk, 21 July 1603. Lord lieut, of Camb and 
Isle of Ely, 8 Apr 1598 until death;high steward of Cambridge Univ., Feb 1601-14; 
PC, 4 May 1603; lord chamberlain of the Household, 4 May 1603-10 July 1614; 
lord lieut., Suff, 1605 until death; high steward of Ipswich, 6 June 1609;jt. lord 
lieut., Dors and town of Poole, 5 July 1611 and sole, 1613 until death; keeper in 
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council of the North, July 1568-Oct 1572;lord lieut, of the North, 15 Nov 1569; 
PC, 30 Dec 1570; lord chamberlain of the tlousehold, July 1572 until death. Seats at 
Bermondsey, Surf; New Hall, Boreham, Essex, granted 23 May, and manors of 
Boreham, Walkfare, and Oldhall (the honour of Beaulieu) added 31 Dec 1574. 
players 157415 (57) 158112 (04, game-players) 
158011 (62, twice, once as game-players, once as the lord chamberlain's) 

Henry Radcliffe (c 1532-14 Dec 1593), br. of Thomas, q.v.;succ, as 9th earl of 
Sussex, Viscount and Baron FitzWalter, 9 June 1583. lP, Maldon, Essex, 1555; PC, 
1557; constable for life, Dorchester Castle, ltants, by 1557; lv, Hants, 1571; 
Portsmouth, Hants, 1572-83; warden and capt. of Portsmouth, May 1571, and jr. 
lord lieut., ttants, 15 June 1585, both until death. 
players 1588/9 (93) 1590/1 (98) 
1589/90 (96) 

Robert Radcliffe (12 June 1573-22 Sept 1629), son of ttenry, 9th earl of Sussex, 
q.v.; styled Lord FitzWalter until he succ. as 10th earl ot Sussex, Viscount and 
Baron FitzWalter, 14 Dec 1593. Lord lieut., Essex, 26 Aug 1603-Sept 1625, jt., 
Sept 1625-Aug 1626, sole thereafter until death; gov. of tlarwich, Essex, and 
Landguard Fort, Sept 1626-Mar 1628. Sold ancestral estate of New Hall, Boreham, 
Essex, July 1622; family estate at Attleborough, Norf. 
players 1608/9 1132) 

Walden 
Theophilus Howard (before 13 Aug 1584-3 June 1640), first son of Thomas, 1 lth 
earl of Suffolk, q.v. ;styled Lord Walden, 1603-26; summ. to Parl. as Lord Howard 
of Walden (Saffron Walden, Essex), 8 Feb 1610; succ. as 12th earl of Suffolk, 
28 May 1626. t.11, Maldon, Essex, 1605-10; it. steward of various royal manors in 
Wales, 30 June 1606; gov. of Jersey and Castlc Cornet, 26 Mar 1610; keeper of the 
Tower of Greenwich, 2 July, and of Greenwich Park, Kent, 8 July 1611 ;jr. lord 
lieut., Cumb, Westmld, and Northumb, 11 Feb 1614-39; vice admiral of Northumb, 
Dur, Cumb, Westmld, and Dors, after Jan 1619;jt. lord lieut., Camb, Suff, Dors, 
June 1626 until death; Pc, 12 Nov 1626; high steward of Ipswich, Surf, 1627; lord 
warden of the Cinque Ports and constable of Dover Castle, 24 July 1628 until death; 
lieut, of the Cinque Ports, 2 Sept 1628; gov. of Berxvick upon Tweed, June 1635; 
master of the Rolls, Essex, beforc 25 Mar 1637. 
trumpeters 1617/18 (156) 1618/19 (159) 

Wales see Prince and ztnder King 
 illough by 
There are several possibilities for the two entries, of which the following are chief: 
Sir William Willoughby (c 1515-30 July 1570), cr. Baron Willoughby of Parham 
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gratuities 

1601-2 
Deanand Chapter Receive'Accounts 
mb 7 

NRO: R230A Roll 44 

And in cash likewise paid to Peter Spratt and the other musicians, 
his companions, 10s ... 

gratuities 

1602-3 
Dean and Chapter Receivers' Accouuts 
mb 6d 

NRO: R23OA Roll 45 

.oo 
And in cash paid to Peter Spratt and the other musicians, his 
companions, for offerings 

10s 

gratuities 

1603-4 
Dean aud Chapter Receivers' Accottuts N RO: R230A Roll 46 
mb lld 

And in cash likewise paid bv the said accountant to Peter Spratt 
and the other musicians, his companions, for their offerings, 10s ... 

gratuities 

1607-8 
Dean and Chapter Receivers'Accouuts NRO: R230A Roll 49 
mb 7d 
And in cash paid ... to Spratt and to the other musicians of the 
city of Norwich, 10s ... 

gratuities 

1608-9 
Dean and Chapter Receivers" A CCOlttItS N R O: R 230 A R o 11 5 0 
mb 6d 

And in cash paid to various musicians of Norwich, called 'the 
waits, 10s ... 
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Pole 

The Macedonian sent countless nations beneath his yoke 
And, most brave, compelled with power the whole expanse 
which the earth holds to obey his rule, and grieved that no 
other world survived which he might seek with war, and 
overturn with fierce weaponry. Who may tell, most famous 
Caesar, how great your glory was? When you entered the 
city after conquering so many foes, the Senate decreed 
bright triumphs for you. How many times did you, borne 
to the Capitol in a golden chariot, give joyous spectacles 
to the Roman people? Rome, while still young, burned 
with the funeral fires of Brennus; noble Arthur forced the 
Pict and Saxon bands to flee. How fearful now does the 
royal power make the English name to the French? For 
my part, the fame gained in war is worthy of memory. 

Poli. 

Indeed, what you tell is true, nor is it my part to snatch 
away praises won at great risk by such mighty leaders, nor 
is it my intention to cast a shadow slyly upon brave 
endeavours. For my part, let each one keep his own good 
repute. But, as for those who confirm authority with 
justice and fair laws, who strive to supply their Sparta with 
every prop and use safe limits, how much greater do they 
deserve? The las of Minos are celebrated more 
than his wars. Who does not place the kingdom of 
Solomon before his father's? God himself preferred that of 
Solomon, for he did not wish the warrior David to build 
his temple with bloody hands. The peaceful son erected 
the sacred shrines, he who, famous for the just and holy 
governance of his kingdom, will be celebrated forever by 
mindful ages. Who does not place the happy times of 
Numa before those of Romulus stiff with war? If you 
review each age, what one then can be compared to our 
own? For my part, the glory gained in peace is worthy of 

Pole. But the laurel delights me. 

Poli. Me, the soft olive. 

Pole. Yet it is lovely to conquer many nations! 

Poli. But rule ye with awe! 



TRANSLATIONS APPENDIX 2 389 

Pole. The famous name of a brave and noble leader shines 
bright in all the world. 

Poli. 

As the radiant light of Phoebus overcomes the weak 
stars, and the kindly light of day the dim shadows, just 
so statesmenship overcomes war. 

Pole. 

Please let the judgment of Criticus resolve our quarrel. 
For I, whose fist is accustomed to the fray, shall not long 
continue this struggle with my tongue. 

Poli. 

Fine. Therefore let Criticus speak and put an end to 
this struggle. He knows well how to settle doubtful 
quarrels learnedly. 

Crit. 

Each one is swayed by his own inclinations and all are 
not of one mind. The glory of tranquil peace delights 
this man, but that of Mars and horrifying war delights 
that one. But l shall speak my judgment briefly. Happy 
is he who tormented in his limbs with long-lasting pain 
after many groans by night and sighs by day, recovers at 
last his lost strength and spirit. But how much more 
happy still would he be thought if his languorous limbs 
had never felt disease? Why is war waged, unless for the 
love of happy peace? If any peace can be preserved by 
counselorkindly fate far far from the war, then let them fight 
for it! The glory of lasting peace is greater than that of war if 
it lacks destruction and is not sprinkled with any stain. 
Poem of Stephan Limbert. 

A Ten Line (Poem) on the Coming of the Most August Queen 

Stately queen, glory and fame of the Britons, 
To whom great God has given a sceptre from heaven, 
You have come hither, much loved with all our heart. 
Never is a sovereign dearer to (his) subjects. 
For now, the hearts are warmed in ever}, breast, 
And the entire city cries 'Welcome, queen!' 
Never did any more pleasant and beautiful day appear, 
The goddess furnishes many causes for joy. 
May you rule the land for a long time, august virgin, 
Revered friend of mortals and immortals. 

W.G. 
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To the City of Norwich on the Arrival of Her Most Serene Highness 
Elizabeth. 

Thcrcfore, Norwich, for you ancient praises and ancestral glory 
will rise up 
Again, and the hope of ancient fame has returned. 
For the queen enters your households with happy omens, 
And casts a bright light upon your city. 
You hold a great majesty, than which the sun beholds 
Nothing more august, than which the wide world contains 
nothing greater. 
She has restored to her own people the great love of true piety, 
And holy faith out of eternal springs she has restored, 
Free from the treachery of false piety; she has crushed 
The puffed-up tyrant of kings, who sets himself equal to God 
himself, 
And sunk him, damned, into the infernal prison. 
Continue with pious spirits, render worthy thanks, 
Make bright the sacred coming of the divine prince(ss) 
With high praises, send your voices to the stars. 
Indeed you do this. 1 see the movements and faces of your 
inhabitants, 
And their eager fervour, the clapping, and the heaving breasts 
Of those deeply moved, their sincere prayers, and on every side 
The great joy of the crowd. Nor do the great men of the city only, 
Nor the chosen Senate alone frequent these holy rites 
But rather the people as well. Youths and maidens 
Exult in their hearts. Indeed, all cry with one voice 
That the glory of the realm has come and blazoned forth 
Bright bolts in this city and a great reputation 
!!as been brought forth for Norwich forever, 
Which no spite may take away or stain, 
No passage of time will remove from our spirits 
Nor age hide under a dark cloud. 
Be of good courage. God takes account of these things and praises 
Deserved labour. He will grant for your reverence 
And faithful zeal,long years to the chosen Prince(ss). 
William Goldingham, Master of Arts. 



ENDNOTES 51-55 393 

p 152) and Bolingbroke ('Players in Norwich,' p 6) give the first name as Walter Ilall, and Saunders 
thinks that he was the Walter liable who was headmaster from 1542 to 1551 and again from 1561 
to 1569. Ilowever, his son, also Waiter Ilawe, was an usher at the Grammar School from 1563 to 
1568 and could be the 'Waterhall' referred to here. 'Mr ffavsytt' has not been identificd. For a 
biographical sketch of Waiter Hawe, see Saunders, pp 250-3,262-3. 

52 NRO: 16.a p302 
There are two Pulhams: (1) Pulham St Mary Magdalen (Pulham Market), a small tos n fourteen 
miles south of Norwich, one mile east of the Norich-lpswich road; (2) Puiham St Mary the 
Virgin (Pulham St Mary), a village fifteen miles south of Norwich and one mile south-east of 
Pulham St Mary Magdalen. 
W. Carew Hazlitt, Faiths and Folklore o]-the British Isles (2 vols (London, 1 905)) quotes 
llumphrey Roberts' 'Complaint for Reformation,' 1572: ' "1 may speake of one notable abuse, 
xhiche among ye rest is so much practised, yt it is made in a maner laxfull called a siluer game. 
These siluer games are becom such snares, & as it wer baits to catch men: yt it seemeth vnto me 
Sathan to (sic) becom a coning goldsmyth." ' Ilazhtt goes on to say that 'The exact nature of the 
game so designated he [Roberts] does not, however, disclose, but leaves us to conjecture that the)' 
were amusements of a more or less frivolous character, chiefly confined to the country .... ' (vol 2, 
p 549). 

52 NRO: 18.d f61 
This payment presumably records the fact that 6s 8d was taken trom the Clavors' Chest for the 
children of the Chapel. The same payment as apparently entered m the Chamberlains' Accounts 
for this year (p 51,11. 38-40). 

52 NRO: 21.f f 181 
"Mr lohn Aldrich then Major ve yer 1570' (p 53, 11.27-8): Kirkpatrick includes this entr) under 
the heading 'Item. Weights, &c.' which follows the inventory of 1565. Since 1565 the pageant 
remained in the street until Mayor John Aldrich (1570-1 ) tried to have it sold. It appears that the 
reference to the attempt to sell the pageant in 1570 was either added later under the year 1505 or 
that Krkpatrick failed to note the actual date of the reterence. 

53 NRO: 16.c f220v 
This item is an extract from "Certayne Ordynances Lawes and Statutes ... within the (;rammer 
Schoole ot the Cittie of Nor,ich ..." (ff 217v-21v), which deals with the procedures for the 
appointment of a high master and a sub-master and their duties, the 'Authors to be Redd m the 
Schoole,' the 'daily Exercise of the Schollers,' and other matters governing the general running of 
the school such as admission standards, enrolment, and discipline. 

55 NRO:R230ARol122 mb3d 
1 include this entry although, of course, a 'grammaticus iudimagister' normally meant a grammar 
school master and did not necessarily imply that the master was associated with plays or games. 
Several grammar school masters, however, did write or produce plays, and llcnry Bird's 'scolers' 
played an interlude in the common hall in January 1547 (see endnote to page 20, NRO: 18.a f 249v. 



GLOSSARIES 
Abbreviations 

abl ablative 
adj adjective 
adv adverb 
art article 
CL Classical Latin 
comm common 
comp compound 
compar comparative 
conj conjunction 
f fcmimnc 
gen genitive 
imper imperative 
inf infinitive 
intcrj interjection 
intr intransitive 
m masculine 
lL Medieval Latin 
D nouD 
pass passive 

pa 
phr 
pl 
poss 
PP 
pr 
prod 
prep 
pron 
prp 
rcfl 
sg 
subj 
su bst 
sup 
tcmp 
tr 
v 
vb 

past tense 
phrase 
plural 
possessive 
past participle 
present 
predicate 
preposition 
pronoun 
present participle 
reflexive 
singular 
subjunctivc 
substantive 
supcrlativc 
temporal 
transitive 
verb 
verbal 
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supersedimentum, -i u nt a stay of procecdings 
against an accused party, which could rise 
from a decision by the complainant to 
withdraw charges; thc issuance of a spccific 
writ ordering the stay, the writ of 
supersedeas; or the expiry or cancellation of 
the commission of the justices of the peace 
hearing the case 69/21m 
synceris adj f abl pl for sinceris sincere 281/33 

tempus, -otis n nt time 34/5(2); pro tempore 
existenti for the time being 34/4-5 
tenementum, -i n nt tenement, holding; 
building 107/30, 107/31 
teneo, -ere, -ui, -turn v tr hold (a meeting, a 
court-session, etc) 47/12, 66/31, 67/37; 

hold or hind over (an accused party to a 
latcr trial or hearing) 67/10, 67/15; have, 
hold, posscss 250/25 
terminus, -i n m term, ie, one of the four law 
terms, Michaelmas, l lilary, Easter, and 
Trinity 70/28 
Trinitas, -tatis n fsee crastinum 

vadium, -ii n nt wagcs 55/22m 
vicecomes, xicecomitis n m 'sheriff' (officer of 
the county ot the city of Norwich) 250/20 
vulgariter ,dv in the vernacular 51/12 

Westmonasterium, -ii n tt Westminster 70/29 
Wigornia, -e n f Worcester 64/11 
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flute recorder n pbr some kind of wind 
instrument 231/13 
fluter see ffluter 
fond adj silly, foolish 306/26. 306/28, 307/28, 
ctc; fonde 313/21;fondadv 325/25 
fondlings n pl foolish people 312/29. 324/7 
footemen n pl walkers, travellers on foot 332/5 
footemen, footman, footmen see ffooteman 
forasmocheas see fforasmocheas 
forby adv (of motion) past 38/13 
forgoe v infgo away, pass away 39/16 
foriockes n pl iron wedges thrust through the 
holes in the ends of bolts, in order to keep 
them in their place 340/4 
formost adj first 326/8 
forthwith adv immediately, without delay 
150/35. 152/1,180/3. etc 
fouldepp folded 39/43 
fourmes see fformes 
foyle n dirt, filth 275/25 
foylendcfeat 299/20. 312/37,329/3; invpbr 
put to foyle defeated 311/30 
franckly adv generously, lavishly 296/11 
frankeadjopen, sncere 261/33. 292/35 
fraude n deceitfulness, faithlessness 258/5. 
259/12,259/22. etc 
freake n notion, whim 306/41 
free man see ffreeman 
free stone n phr a fine-grained sandstone or 
limestone that can be cut easily 254/25 
freechamber n a large room on the ground floor 
of the Norwich Guildhall. sometimes used as 
a jail 51/5 
fret v inf devour, destroy 257/36; vb adj fretting 
259/11 
friers see gray ffriers 
frindge see ffrenge 
fryers see black fryers, gray ffriers 
ful adv very, exceedingly 253/31,260/28; full 
41/34, 276/2,276/42, etc 
full adv (of direction) directly, straight 300/20. 
304/10 
full adv fully, in full 285/33; n in pbr at full 
3O2/33 
full end n phr end of the whole period 228/29, 
236/24 

fumygacions n pl perfumes or aromatic herbs 
used to make a room smell sweet 340/6 
furnished pp filled, occupied 255/10. 292/37 
furniture n apparel, outfit 249/9; furnitures pl 
304/16 
furnysh v infprcparc for use or service, equip 
50/22; furnishedpp 249/4, 316/37 
furren see ffurre 
furtherance n aid, assistance 232/38 
furtherer n helper, promoter 272/14 
fustyan, fustyane see ffustyan 
fye interj for shame! 308/20 
fynable adj liable to be punished by a fine 
341/36 
fyrken see fferkyn 
fysekke see bydseke 

gafppgivcn 13/5. 14/39. 15/5. ere;gaff 20/37, 
339/17 
gage n in v pbr lay ... to gage deposit as a pledge 
or security 312/8 
gallant adj splcndid, fine 252/36,262/2. 
302/37; gallantcst sup 296/27 ; gallantly adv 
299/1. 327/39; gallauntly 253/35,283/31 
game n organized entertainment of some sort, 
often a play 3/10, gamyspl 91/17 
game place n phr a place where entertainments 
of various kinds were held/staged 9/9; 
gameplace n 9/4 
game players n pbrpl players, actors 210/23m, 
210/36m, 213/38m, etc; gameplayers n pl 
31/14, 62/23, 64/9. etc. gamepleyers 7/30; 
gamepleyerz 3/22; see also player, stage 
player 
gameinge vb n gambling 198/40 
games of sylucr see siluer game 
gan v pa 3 sg began 302/6; v pa 1 sg 302/36 
gardeynehowse n any small building in a garden 
192/27 
garlones n pl garlands, wreaths 183/30 
garnyshe v inf decorate 43/32 ; garnished pp 
261/42 ; garnysshed 28/22 
gate v pa 1 sg got. received 260/30 
gate house n pbr lodge, house at the entrance to 
a park or other enclosure 53/22 
gaudyes n pl ornaments, adornments 
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indentur n a deed or contract between two or 
more parties 100/18, 104/8, 105/38; 
indenture 77/35, 83/34, 86/5, etc; 
indentures pl 202/34 
indenture n contract by which an apprentice is 
bound to his master 46/23,228/5,228/21, 
etc; indentures pl 228/12. 228/29, 236/23 
indued pp invested with 280/5 ; induing vb n 
266/13 
in forme, informe see enforme 
ingraffedpp engrafted, implanted 252/1 
ingrossed pp written out in legal form 11619m, 
116/9, 145/23m, etc 
inhabit v intr dwell, live 90/7; inhabit in v tr 
pbr 90/11; inhabite.., in 270/11-12; 
inhabitt therin 90/19 
in hand prep pbr immediately, at present 
(of payments) 5619, 56/17 
iniuriously adv wrongfully 176/17 
inkell n a kind of linen tape 184/2; inkle 
53/17, 166/19;yncIe 78/24 
inkeper n keeper of an inn or public house 
175/13 ; innekepers pl 9/38 
inlargement n release from confinement |82/7 
inquire v infinvestigate, examine 40/32 
inquysycion n official investigation, inquest, 
or the record of an investigation or inquest 
76/40 
inrolleth v pr 3 sg enters among the records of a 
court of justice 228/5,228/21; inrollith 
46/23 ; inrouleth 236/20 
in roilyd pp listed, acknowledged (as a member 
of a society, etc) 11/26; inrollyd 342/26 
insasmuch adv error for 'inasmuch' 182/2 
instant adj present, current (said of the 
calendar month) 75/22,201/20 
instructed pp apprised, informed 295/18 
instrument n legal document whereby a right 
is created or confirmed 173/22, 175/31, 
181/15, etc 
in sunderadv asunder 284/24-5, 336/31 
interlude, interludes, interlutes see enterlude 
intertainment see entertainement 
intestate n one who dies without making a will 
157/21 

inuentedpp devised, planned 297/21, 318/11 
inuention n devising 292/4; inuentions pl 
327/27,328/13 
iourneyman n one who has served his 
apprenticeship in a craft and practises it, for 
wages, in the hire of another, ie, one who is 
not yet expert 337/21 
ioyne with v pbr join, become a member of 
155/28 
ioyner n joiner, a worker in wood who does 
hghtcr and more ornamental work than that 
of a carpenter 167/8; ioynor 85/22; ioyners 
pl 9/29 
ironmonger n a dealer or merchant in iron-ware 
126/19 
iudaces n pl candles of a particular kind 5/5, 
5115, 7/2, etc; iudas 5/21, 5123 
iwis adv certainly, truly 259/16 

kain v pr 3 sg can 35/16 
keistrels n pl kestrels, a kind of hawk, or, 
'custrels,' knaves, base fellows 336/3 
kelemen n pl those who work on barges, 
bargemen 10/1 
kepe v infobserve, celebrate (a ceremony, 
occasion, feast, etc) 342/37. 343/3; keptpp 
114/34, 117/14, llg/37, etc;kepte 107/14; 
kepingprp 5/11 ;kepyng 7/10, 11/5, 13/37, 
etc; keping vb n 16/2; keping off vb n pbr 
.5/8; kepyng of 7/6, 11/1, 13/33 
keping vb n maintaining, taking care of 95/28; 
keping ofvb npbr 21139; keping off 5/7; 
kepyng of 6/35, 7/5, 10/39. etc 
kept forpp pbr kept as an anniversary of 
(some event) 119/37 
ketlers n pl menders of kettles, tinkers (perhaps 
also azitb reference to 'ketterels,' vile 
wretches) 336/3 
kind n natural disposition, character 301/38. 
322/34, 328/33 
kindenmanner, fashion 151/30, 151/34; 
kynde 140/17 
knackes n pl crafty devices, mean tricks 
329/28 
knitte v infsum up 312138 
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Grocers' Guild vii. lxxx. 10. 391 
assemblies of 3-4, ll, 18-19.22-3.44, 50, 
339-43 
election of 3. 11. 18-19, 339-42 
cvensong for 339 
heraldic insignia of 43, 53 
individuals of xxii; (named) 74. 76. 109(?) 
inventories of 52-3. 334-5. 393 
mass. hearing of 11. 341-2 
officers of: aldermen 3-4, 19, 53(?), 
339-43 ; assistants 340; beadles 4. 19, 
340-1: citizens as 19,342;priests 23, 339; 
assistants 340; beadles 4. 19. 340-1; 
citizens as 19. 342; priests 23,339; 
supervisors 4. 18-19.50. 53. 339-45. 
wardens 19, 340-3 
ordinances of 342-3 
pageants and processions of viii, 19, 50, 
340, 342-4; angels in 37, 340; banner 
bearers in 37.43-4. 53. 343-4; charges 
for 4. 11.43-4. 340-1. 344; costumes for 
43-4.53. 343-4: God in 53. 340. 344. 
griffin in 18, 22. 37.43. 53. 339-40, 
343-4. pageant wagons for 4. 16, 23. 
52-3. 339-41. 344-5. 393;serpent in 53. 
340. 344 
play of xxx. Lxvii, 391 
records of lxvi-lxvii, lxxviii, 3-4, 11. 16, 
18-19.22-3. 37, 43-4. 50, 52-3, 339-45, 
391. 393 
x eights and measures for 53. 341. 343. 393 
See also Adam; Eve 
Grondy (Grundy). James lOO 
grooms 249 
of the chamber 241 
See also under St George's Guild, 
celebrations and processions of 
Grundy see Grondy 
Grymes, Antony. player 198 
Guest (Gest. Gost), Elias or Ellis. player, and 
companyof 187, 189(2). 198. 215. 217 
as head of the queen's players 210 
as king's player 201(2) 
See also Appendix 7 under King; Queen 
guild days xlii 

guild days (cont) 
See also Grocers' Guild, pageants and 
processions of; St George's Guild, feasts of 
Guildhall xxx, xxxv, xliv, 164(2), 168, 197, 
206, 213,224, 334, 397 
assemblies n xxv, lxiii, 3, 58, 67-8, 340-1 
council chamber of xvi, xxvi, xxxi, xliv, liv, 
7-8, 79, 180; dimensions of lxxxiv; 
players in 7-8; punishment in 126; repairs 
to liv 
cross of 168 
crypt in xviii 
goods in 26 
jail in 164, 168 
market in 164; see also market 
performances at xxx, xxxviii, xl. 7-8, 31. 
33, 51 
proclamations at 125, 127, 130 
records in xliv, lxxxvi 
repairs to lxi 
working chamber in 129 
See also armory 
guilds and occupations 391 
apprenticeship to xxi, lxxx; see also 
freemen 
dismissal from xxvi 
display of 254-5 
dramatic cycles of viii 
foreign xvi-xvii; of Coventry lxxvii 
history of lxvii 
ordinances of xxv, 391 
processions of 9-10, 51 
regulations for xx, iviii 
guilds and occupations (individual) xxii, lxxvii, 
lxxx, 9-10, 51. 254-5. 397; domestic 
255-6; of aldermen xxii; of waits xxxix 
Bachery Guild xxvii, lxxxiii 
Bakers xxii, 9, 391; (named) 68, 76, 241; 
By-laws and Regulations of lxvii 
Barbers xlii, 10;(named) 29, 215, 228, 236 
Beerbrewers 9; (named) 68-9, 75,228 
Blacksmiths 9;(named) 33;see also Smiths 
bladcsmith (named) 93-4 
bodice-maker (named) 218 
Boilers 242 
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guilds and occupations (individual) (cont) 
bridle-man 397 
Butchers 9. 331 
Carpenters lxix. 7-9. 12.25.70. 184. 248, 
397 
carrier l l9;(named) 72;see also 
messengers 
Chandlers see Waxchandlers 
Cobblers 9;(named) xxiv. 90 
Cooks Ixviii. 9. 55. 242; (named) 168 
Coopers xxv, 9. 70 
Cordwainers lxxx. 9; (named) 215; see also 
shoemaker 
Dornick Weavers 9 
Drapers xxii. 10; (named) 72 
Girdlers 9;house of 69 
Goldsmiths 10; (named) 86; see also 
Cobbold 
Haberdashers 10; (named) 66-7 
husbandman (named) 215 
Joiners 9, 165, 167; (named) 85 
Masons 46. 166 
Mercers xxii, 10; (named) xvi. 46, 49.66-7 
67 
Merchant-adven turers 335 
Organ-blowers lxviii 
Painters 5.8-9, 397; (named) 22.78.99. 
102 ; see also Stainers 
Physicians xxv 
Plumbers ixix; (named) 166 
Raffmen 342 
Russell Weavers see under Weavers 
Saddlers 4, 10, 15, 21 ; see also Nicolson 
Shearers 9, 49 
shoemaker 241 
skinner(named) 113, 118 
Smiths 9, 397; (named) 18;see also 
Blacksmiths 
Stainers ll;(named) 6, 18;seealso 
Painters 
Surgeons xxv, 74 
Tailors Ixxv, Ixxx, lxxxiii, 10; (named) 66-7 
Waxchandlers 10, 18, 22, 28 
Weavers xvii, 115,254;(named) 215; 
of dornick 9, of russels xvi, 254, book of 
lxvii; of worsted xvi, lxxx, 10, 254, (named) 

guilds and occupations (individual) (cont) 
33.71. 215. 398; wardens of 192. see also 
under costumes and properties (materials 
of}, wool 
Wherrymen 198-9 
woolcomber 215 
Worsted Weavers see under V eavers 
iabourers; musicians; porters; St George's 
Guild; and under Norwich. city of 
Gt, ilman see Guylman 
gunpovder 80.84(?) 
Gunpowder Plot see Percy Confederacy 
guns see under weapons 
Gurgant Baryftruch. legendary British king 
249. 252-3. 260 
gussets 27 
Gustavus Adolphus. king of Sweden 398 
wax picture of xxxv. 211. 398 
Guthlac. legendary British king 252 
Guy Fawkcs Day see Percy Confederacy 
Guylman (Gilman. Guilman), Robert, player 2 
201 
Gybson see Gibson 
Gyrlyng (Gyrlynge), John, minstrel x[il. 61, 90 
9O(4) 

Haberdashers 10. (named) 66-7 
Hall (llal). Edward. historian 337 
George. entertaincr xxxv. 232 
Hall (?) 166. performance in 6 
See also Blackfriars Hail. Guildhall 
Haman (llamon). vizier to Ahasucrus (Xerxes) 
259 
hammer-axe, for mason 47 
Hamon see Haman 
Hamond papers lxi. 397 
hamper see under Norwich. city of. chest 
Hampton .... 84 
hanging 338 
hangings see under costumes and properties 
(individual) 
Hanson. Nicholas. player 176 
See also Appendix 7 lo,der King (James 
Stuart) 
Happy Isles 268. 270 
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harbingers, of the queen 242 
Hard)' Mind or Fortitude 42(2) 
Harford see Appendix 7 under Hertford 
ttarman. Matthex 33, 34 
Richard, max or 11639) 202(?), 232 
Thomas 118 
harnesses, for drums 153, 165, 193 
for horses 22, 27-8, 30 
harps xl, 35, 4o-7, 62 
Harris, John, pla}cr 218 
Harryson llerryson) ..... ifc of 1o 
William, player 65 
Hart. William, player 220 
Hartford Bridge (llartforde) 241,249 
harvest see Ceres; grain 
Har)'e. William. player 198 
Hassett. Sir Edward 146 
Hastings. George see Appendix 7 under 
Huntingdon 
tlenry, 20th earl o1 tluntlngdon, brother of 
(;eorge xxviii 
hats see under costumes and properties 
indi idual) 
Hatton. Sir Christopher, lord chancellor, as 
 ice-chamberlain 292 
Haughton. llugh, pla}er 220 
Hauly llaley), Rchard. player 198 
hautboys see under musical instruments 
(kinds of). oboes 
itawe. Walter (Waterhall), schoolmaster xxxi. 
52, 392,393 
Walter, son of Walter 393 
Hawley see Hauly 
Hayward, Haywood see Heywood 
heads, for dragon 11 
See also under musical instruments 
kinds of), drums 
headstalls 53 
Heaven 301, 305-6, 309 
See also Abraham 
Hcbe, goddess of youth 320, 322 
Hebrews, proverbs of 263,265 
See also Israel 
Hcigham (iligham), Sw Arthur 296 
Hell 301 

helmets see under costumes and properties 
(individual) 
Hendrieke .... 104 
Henrietta Maria see Appendix 7 under Queen 
Henry. prince of Wales. son of James i 351 
Henryrv 250. 251 
Henry V xxvi-xxviii 
Henry V xxviii 
Henry Vii 253 
reign of lxxxiv 
HenryVH 253. 267,269. 396 
accession of 347 
commissioners of vii 
coronation of 347 
grain for 14-15 
players of lxxxiv 
servants of 3 
See also Appendix 7 under King (Henry 
Tudor) 
heraldic insignia see under costumes and 
properties (individual) 
heralds, of arms 242, 399 
Herbert. ilenry see Appendix 7 under 
Pembroke 
Sir ilenr)', master of the Revels xxxiii, 
xxxv, 182, 187. 188, 189(3), 195, 197, 
200, 201,208, 210(2), 211,215,217, 219, 
220, 222,226, 232(2), 235,398; secretary 
of 232 
William, 22nd earl of Pembroke, son of 
tlenr} 152; as lord chamberlain xxxiii, 
182 ; warrants of 152, 176, 188, 189 
herbs, ornamental 276 
Hercules 257 
Herde, Richard 99, 102 
Hereford see Appendix 7 under Essex 
Herryson see Harryson 
Herst. William 218. 219 
Hertford (Harford). earl of see Appendix 7 
Hesiod 268. 270. 280 
Hestcr see Esther 
Hethersett. Norf 348 
Heveningham Olevingham). Sir Arthur see 
Appendix 7 
Heynes, Ann, fortune teller 206(2) 
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Joseph. biblical patriarch 263-6 
journeyman 337 
Jove see Jupitcr 
Judith. of Israel 256,258-9 
juggling see under entertainers and 
entertainments (kinds of) 
Julian Calendar 400 
Juno 2o0-1. 271-3. 287-8 
Jupiter 2o0-1. 271-2. 300. 309. 320, 322,329 
of Homer 282. 285 
Justice. personification of 42 
justices of the peace see under Norwich, city of 

Kayne. Andre,. player 222,223 
Kecham. Ed**ard, minstrel 150 
James. minstrel 150 
Kccne. Thomas. drummer 176(2) 
keepers, of doors 25, 52, 55 
of jail 182 
Kempe Kemp). Sir, priest 23. 339 
illiam. player xhii, 114-15. 331-8. 396. 
400 
Kcmpston (Kimpton. Kympton), Robert. player 
208. 210 
See also Appendix 7 under King (Charles 
Stuart) 
Kendall. Richard. player 218 
Kenilworth. War** 399 
Kenninghall. Norf xviil, lxxxi, 266, 296 
Kent. places in see Dover; Greenwich 
Kettle. Edmund 72(2) 
Kett, Robert, rebellion of xvi-xviii, xxxiv, 
Ixxx, 26(2), 348, 396 
illiam. brother of Robert 348 
key. for box 26 
Kidson, Sir Thomas 296 
killing lvii, 338, 348-9, 351 
See also under crimes, murder 
Kimpton see Kempston 
King I Kinge, Kynge), Ambrose 158 
Thomas, son of Ambrose (?) 200 
Thomas ,,illiam, Rouge Dragon 399 
King Street lxxxv 
King's Arms xxx 
King's Lynn ILyn. Lynne, Kyngcs Lynne), Norf 

King's Lynn (cont) 
126(2) 
waits and musicians from xxxix, 61,126(2) 
Kirby Bcdon (Kyrbye Bydon), Norf 74 
Kirkpatrick. John, antiquarian 
Ecclesiastical ilistory of lxvi 
papers of lxvi-lxvii, lxxviii, 339-45;see also 
under Grocers" Guild, records of 
Knee, Edmund 73-4 
Knevet, Ralph xxxi, Ixxxiv 
knighthood, bestowal of 246, 278 
knitting, in pageant 255-6 
knives 273, 312. 320 
Knoffe, Edward, entertainer xxxv, 187(2) 
Knollys (Knolles). Ilcnry 293 
knops 28, 53, 345 
Knott (Knot. Knote, Knotte), Ilammond 46 
Michael, wait xl, 45-7,353 
Thomas, wait. son o1 Hammond 46(5), 47, 
61, 62. 353 
Thomas, wait. son of Thomas 95, 98, 100, 
102, 104 106(2), 108(4), 110-12, 114, 
116, 118, 121, 123. 124. 353, 354 
Knyvett (Knyvet), John, ballad-singer 128(2) 
Thomas, letters of lxxxvii 
Kylbye. William 71-2 
Kympton see Kempston 
Kynge see King 
Kynges Lynne see King's Lynn 
Kyrbye Bydon see Kirby Bedon 

labourers 3. 5(?), 6-8, 12, 21, 84. 120. 122. 
164. 166, 340. 341(?) 
lace see under costumes and properties 
(materials of) 
ladders 79.83, 88. 166 
lads see youth 
lamb xxvi, 14, 320 
Laminas Day (1 August). payments at 56(2) 
Lancashire (Lancashecre) 295 
Lancaster. John. minstrel, will of Ixxii, 44 
Lancaster. house of 253-4 
Landgable Rents and Rents of Assize Ix, lxi. 
192 
Lane. llcnry, mayor (1640) 234-5 



INDEX 501 

Wynsdon, Mr 72-4 
Wytherick see Witherick 
Wythington see Withington 

Xerxes, vizier of 259 

Yare River 395 
Yarham. Robert, mayor (1591) xxxiv, 101 
Yarmouth see Great Yarmouth 
Yelverton, Sir Williasn xxvii 
Yelverton, Norf 73 
yeomen of the flagons 242 
of the mall 242 
waiters 241 
Yeoule (Youle) .... , minister 89(2) 
Yonge (Young), John, player 218, 

York, Yorks viii, lxxxii 
churches of xv 
documents of lxxvii 
guilds of lxxvii 
York (Yorke), house of 253-4 
president of [the Council of the North in] 
see Eure, Ralph 
See also Charles I 
Youle see Yeoule 
Young see Yonge 
youth, at dinner 44, 344 
training of 40 
See also apprentices; children 
Yves... 78 

Zacchaeus, play of 31 
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